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Reflecting on Group Rights in Israel: In View of Natan
Lerner's Book GROUP RIGHTS AND DISCRIMINATION IN
INTERNATIONAL LAW

Hilly Moodrick-Even Khen

This article examines issues relating to the protection of groups in Israeli law
through the lens of the theoretical framework presented in Natan Lerner's book:
GROUP RIGHTS AND DISCRIMINATION IN INTERNATIONAL LAw. This theoretical
framework clarifies the change in international law’s protection of human rights; it
explains how international law—a system protecting only individual human rights—
became a system that also protects group rights and acknowledges the importance of
several group rights, primarily ethnic, religious, national and cultural rights. In this
article I apply Lerner’s theoretical framework to examine Israeli law’s protection of
group rights. After a brief discussion of the terms “group” and “protected group” as
defined in Lerner's book, I define the groups that Israeli law chose to protect, and
examine the nature of protection conferred on those groups. | claim that the widest
protection is given to the religious communities acknowledged by Israeli law, basing
this claim on acts of Parliament and decisions of Israeli courts. Furthermore, | argue
that while ethnic and linguistic groups are considered “protected groups” according to
Lerner's definition, the Israeli legislator has narrowed the protection given to those
groups, which has only been slightly widened by the courts.
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