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Disciplinary Case No. 19/2023
In the case of the Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)
June 18, 2023

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The student is in his second year of studies towards a bachelor's degree at the Raphael
Recanati International School at Reichman University.! The student was accused in a
disciplinary complaint (dated December 11, 2022), based on a detailed letter of complaint
from Lecturer A, regarding suspicion of cheating on a home exam (Moed Alef), which took
place in June 2022, as part of the second semester exams of the 2021-2022 academic year. As
requested by the student the exam was administered on Zoom at his place of residence abroad.?
Alternatively, according to the honorable complainant, there is suspicion of infracting
directives relating to that home exam. Therefore, the student was accused of violating sections
2(c) and/or 2(f) of Reichman University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: "the

Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committees and Registrar of the Hebrew Protocol, Ms. Orit Laser; English Protocol Registrar,
Ms. Francis Laro; Representative of the Student Union, Ms. Maya Nitzan and of course the
Student himself were present at the hearing in the matter of the student that was held before

me on Thursday, June 15,2023 (at 9:30 a.m.).

b. The question of guilt

3. It should be emphasized that the student confessed to the act of cheating. This, in the
written response prepared and submitted by the representative on his behalf; in a letter of

apology written by him and sent to the lecturer;® and in his unequivocal testimony before me.*

!'It should be noted that the student explained that this is actually his third year at the university in light of a change he
made in his curriculum.

2 It should be clarified that the student’s request was approved by the competent authorities at the university and he was
examined on Zoom from his place of residence abroad.

3 The letter of apology was forwarded to me for my review by the student’s representative prior to the hearing.

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
Public Benefit Company P.O.Box 167 Herzliya 4610101, Israel | www.idc.ac.il | Tel: +972 9 9527272 | info@idc.ac.il

3



¥
= )
»~ Reichman
University

N

- ..

4. After hearing the student's testimony and in light of his full confession and sincere apology,
both written and oral, as stated, I found that the student had indeed committed an act of fraud in
the framework of the home exam and therefore he should be convicted of violating section

2(c) of the Disciplinary Code.

5. As a sidenote to the conviction, we must once again commend the vigilance of the

learned lecturer, who revealed the suspicion that led to the conviction in this case.

C. The question of punishment

6. In light of the conviction, as stated in paragraph 4 above, and under the special
circumstances of this case, I hereby impose the following punishment on the student:

(1) Disqualification of the exam and the course that is the subject of the complaint.

(2) Penalty of actual postponement in obtaining a bachelor's degree for one full

semester (four months — 120 days).’ The postponement will take effect from the

day the student has completed all of his academic requirements in full, and will be

entitled a certificate of eligibility to receive his degree.

(3) A _conditional sentence of expulsion for eternity from studies for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect from this

moment onward and throughout the student's period of study.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other identifying

detail.

4 1t should be noted that the cheating relates only to one of several questions on the same exam, and this was done from
various sources on the Internet.

5 Tt should be explained that with regard to the main component of the postponement penalty, I decided that a
postponement of only one semester, instead of the require punishment of actual suspension customary in our institute
due to the severity of the case, would suffice mainly due to the student’s personal circumstances, as detailed in writing
and orally. For reasons of fear of invasion of privacy, it is not possible to specify those personal circumstances. It should
be clarified that due to the same circumstances, even the complainant refrained from insisting on the warranted
punishment of actual suspension, while demanding a significant conditional punishment alongside a postponement of
obtaining the degree and disqualification of the course. In conclusion, I will state that the punishment in this case is
identical to the punishment imposed on another student who was also recently convicted for the same offense by taking
the exact same exam under similar circumstances (including personal circumstances), and thus preserving the principle
of uniformity in punishment.
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Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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