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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 44/2010
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

October 5, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves a student who is in his first year of studies in Business Administration at
the Interdisciplinary Center. During an exam in the course "Mathematics II" (hereinafter: "the
course") suspicion arose that the Student cheated on the exam by having forbidden material and
copying from the forbidden material which was hidden by the Student in the cover of his
calculator as detailed in the complaint (hereinafter: "the complaint").

Consequently the Student has been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(j),
2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The
Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked and the Student represented by the Student Union
Representative, Mr. Or Diskin were heard during the two hearings held before me in the presence
of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee on Tuesday the 25th of August
2010 and Tuesday the 7™ of September 2010. In addition the witness Ms. Niva Shemesh the
Proctor and a witness on behalf of the Student were also heard.

B. HEARING

The Honorable Complainant recounted the accusations against the Student and the suspicion
that the Student had forbidden material in his possession during the exam, which was found in
the cover of his calculator and included mathematic formulas. The Complainant presented the
calculator and the slip which was attached to the inside of the cover which had handwritten
formulas on it and was brought into the exam by the Student.

The Student admitted to bringing the calculator with the slip containing the forbidden material
into the exam. However the Student tried to tell a story whereby the calculator was given to him
by his friend, without him knowing that it had the forbidden material. For the purpose of this
claim the Student asked his friend to testify.

During a special hearing set in order to hear the testimony of his friend, the witness gave his
testimony. According to the testimony of the witness, who does not study at the Center, and does
not study a similar course, he prepared a cheat slip and put it in the calculator without letting his
friend know. According to the friend he checked the material required for the exam in the
Internet and did this to help his friend.
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6. The Complainant claimed that there is no foundation for the fallacious story the witness told and
noted that without any connection to his story, the responsibility for bringing the forbidden
material into the test lies on the Student himself. He had to ensure that there was no forbidden
material on him when he entered the exam. And indeed the testimony was evidently implausible,
whereby the witness displayed discomfort and clear signs of not telling the truth. The story itself
is unreasonable and we are refuting it while considering it as a serious attempt to mislead and to
give false evidence to the Disciplinary Committee.

7.  Therefore, the Student is convicted of cheating and copying during an exam and of infracting
clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f) 2(j), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code

C. PUNISHMENT

8. The Honorable Complainant requested that least the minimum punishment of suspension for one
semester and disqualification of the course be imposed in this case. The Student Union
Representative asked to accept the story of the Student and also noted his personal circumstances
of being a commander in the army during special events that occurred in the IDF.

7. The Student did not express sincere regret and his willingness to bear the punishment and he
stood by his story which places the main responsibility on his friend.

8.  After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the character of the act of the Student, the fact that he did not take responsibility for
his act and that he had his friend testify dubious testimony while attempting to mislead the
Committee and on the other hand to his special circumstances which were raised during the
hearing, I have determined the following punishment:

1. Suspension from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center for one year. The suspension will
take effect beginning the first semester of the 2010/2011 school year.
2. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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