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In the Matter of Accused Student A — The Respondent
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Decision

The Respondent is a sophomore majoring in Government at the Recanati International
School. A complaint has been filed in accordance with clauses 2(d), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and
2(q) of the Disciplinary Code as a result of the claim that the Respondent copied from
other sources without citing them in his assignment in the course "Europe from 1948 to
Present" taught by Mr. Avi Primor and Dr. Yair Macclanahan.

The Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Respondent and a representative of the Student
Union, Mr. Elad Levy appeared at the hearing held before me. In addition the lecturer of
the course, Dr. Yair Macclanahan (hereinafter: "the lecturer") testified

At the beginning of the hearing the Complainant stated that the Respondent was present
at a meeting in her office and admitted to committing the offense.

As emerging from the paper, the documents submitted in this file, and the testimony of
the lecturer and the Respondent, the Respondent cited five sources at the end of the paper
which she used to prepare the assignment. The reference which was not included in the
paper but was copied from in the scope of slightly over one page of the 4 pages of the
paper is an article that appeared on the Foreign Affairs internet site entitled "Turkey's
Dreams of Accession".

The Respondent explained that the reason she committed this act was because of the time
pressure she was under at the time. She claimed she was under pressure since she
remembered at the last minute that she had to submit the assignment (page 1 of the
Protocol). The Respondent admitted that she knows the rules listed in the Student Study
Codes in reference to citing and referring to references, and the implicit instructions
referring to this issue which appear in the course syllabus. The Respondent expressed her
regret for having committed this act.

As for the punishment, the Complainant emphasized that this is an exceptional incident in
regards to other disciplinary complaints filed in reference to the abovementioned course,
since the Respondent is the only student who admitted in advance to committing the
offense and she took full responsibility for her actions. In light of the aforesaid, and the
other specific circumstances in this case, the Complainant stated that the punishment of
disqualification of the course and conditional suspension would be suffice. The Student
Union representative expressed his consent to the punishment described. Taking this into



account I gave my decision in this case during the hearing in the wording below (pages 2-
3 of the protocol):

In view of the fact that the Student admitted to committing the offenses she has been
accused of, considering that she has expressed her regret and bearing in mind the
Complainant's stand that she views the admission in a positive light, the Complainant has
asked to impose the punishment of disqualification of the course and conditional
suspension.

Therefore I convict the Respondent of deceiving on homework according to clause 2(d)
of the Disciplinary Code and impose the following punishment:

1. Disqualification of the course.

Conditional suspension for a period of one semester, where the condition shall be
activated if the student shall commit any offense entailing dishonesty. The condition
shall remain valid for three years from the date of this decision.

3.  Twenty hours of community service in the framework of the Community service
program at the Center under the supervision of the Dean of Students Office. The
Respondent shall not receive certification of her eligibility to receive her degree
until she has completed this community service.

The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Respondent.

Dr. Amnon Lehavi, In Charge of Discipline



