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The English version of this Decision immediately follows
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Disciplinary Case No. 23/2024
Regarding the student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
September 24, 2024

Decision

1. The student is studying towards her bachelor's degree in computer science at Reichman
University International School. The Student is in her final year at the university. While she
was a student at the university, she was suspected of a disciplinary complaint (dated July 10,
2024), based on three complaints: the first, a complaint by the Dean of the School of
Computer Science, Prof. Yacov Hel-Or (dated May 12, 2024); The second is a similar
complaint by the Student's lecturer from the school, Prof. A (dated April 18, 2024)," where
both complaints relate to the same suspicions: knowingly providing false information to the
university in order to obtain rights at the university and/or an attempt to cheat in connection
with the exams and/or infraction of directives in these matters;> The third complaint, on
behalf of Prof. B, is a separate complaint that relates to the suspicion of fraud in the form of
cheating on the exam — Moed Gimel — held on campus on December 26, 2023 (where the
Student was the only one taking the exam via Zoom).? It should be noted that the three
complaints were sent to the Student by email on three dates: May 2, 2024; May 9, 2024; May
26, 2024. In light of all of the above, the Student was accused of violating sections 2(b)
and/or 2(c) and/or 2(f) of Reichman University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: the
"Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable university complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Leizer; English protocol recorder, Ms.
Francis Laro; Representative of the Student Union on behalf of the student, Ms. Li-At

Guriel; and the Student herself (who, at her request, attended the hearing from her place of

'Tt should be noted that this complaint is somewhat more detailed than previous ones.

21t involves the following situation: the Student declared in advance that she would take the exam via Zoom from her
place of residence abroad (in Europe), while it was discovered close to the period of the exams that she had been in Israel
throughout the period of the exams. This relates to four exams: Moed Alef in the course 7A”, on March 3, 2024 (grade
56); Moed Bet of the same course ”A, on March 31, 2024 (grade 78); Moed Alef in course 7C», on March 13, 2024; Moed
Bet of the same course ”C, on April 10, 2024.

3See the detailed complaint of the instructor of the course.
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residence in Europe via Zoom) were present at a hearing in the matter of the Student held
before me on campus on Wednesday, August 28, 2024 (at 10:00 a.m.).

3. It should be noted that the Student is not a citizen of the State of Israel and resides
permanently in one of the European countries. In Israel, she lives and studies on a time-
limited student visa. These facts are relevant to the present case.

4. The student admitted to the facts alleged in the complaint regarding the first two similar
complaints: that of the Dean and that of Professor A, both before the hearing (in a personal
letter to the complainant and in the response document from the Student Union representative
on her behalf) and during the hearing, immediately at the outset.* It should be noted that
her confession was somewhat limited. This is because from a factual point of view she
did confirm what was alleged, but from a mental point of view she tried to claim it was an
error, lack of responsibility, and so forth. in situations that lacked intention.> Moreover, it
should be noted that prior to these confessions, in light of suspicions raised by Professor A,
the student was asked about her location during the exams and she replied to the honorable
professor that she was abroad, that is, unfortunately, the Student denied that she was in Israel
at the time of the exams.¢

5. As stated, together with the confessions regarding the accusations of the Dean and Professor
A, the Student and her representative tried to convince us that the acts were done in good
faith and heaven forbid not with the intent of deceiving.” According to the Student, on the
day of our disaster, that is on October 7, 2024, she was in Israel and that in light of heavy
pressure from her parents, who permanently reside abroad, she extensively flew back and
forth to them, from October 2023 to January 2024 (only in January she finally returned to

Israel). The student stressed that she "did not intend to hide or deceive the university

4 In the words of the representative: "With regard to the first two complaints, the student acknowledges the acts
described in the complaint, acknowledges and admits that the complaint was indeed justly filed and wishes to
express her deep regret and apologize for the innocent and sincere mistake made in good faith.” (the bold underlined
print appears in the original text-A.P.) (page 1, par. 1 of the defense document); See also pp. 1-2 of the transcript of the
hearing.

3See pp. 1-2, paragraphs 5-11 of the defense document.

% In the words of Prof. A. in the letter of complaint on his behalf: »When I wrote her about this gap, “the Student”
answered that she was abroad, using a VPN for connection, that may explain why it seems that she was in Israel”.

"It should be clarified in this regard that at the beginning of the 2023-2024 academic year, during the first part of the »Iron
Swords” war, a document was sent to the students at the International School in the form of a questionnaire asking whether
the students will be studying and taking the exams remotely or on campus. The Student replied that she would not be in
Israel but would be staying in Europe.

Reichman University (IDC Herzliya)
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regarding her location."® I am sorry, but I am not convinced that the Student did act in
good faith, because if it were indeed an unfortunate error on her part or frivolous, as she
claimed, the Student would have been expected to at least provide a truthful answer to
Professor A, confess the truth, and not continue to cling to the falsehood, as she did, when
she replied that she was abroad and not in Israel.’ It is therefore evident that the Student took
only partial responsibility for her actions in this context, which is a shame.

6. With regard to the third complaint,'? initially the Student vehemently denied the allegations
in the complaint and in Prof. B’s complaint regarding suspicion of cheating on the Moed
Gimel exam.!! In light of the denial, the honorable complainant was forced to summon the
honorable lecturer, Prof. B, to testify before us at length using technical aids, all via Zoom.
The learned witness succeeded in convincing us beyond reasonable doubt of the justification
of the complaint regarding cheating. Therefore, I suggested to the Student and her
representative to examine the possibility of retracting the denial and admitting the act of
cheating. To the credit of the Student and her representative, my proposal received a
sympathetic ear and the Student finally admitted having prohibited material on the table for
use during the closed book exams, i.e., she confessed to cheating on the exam. !

7. After the parties were heard, in light of the Student's prior admission of the facts of the
complaint regarding complaints 1 and 2 of the Dean of the School of Computer Science and
of Prof. "A" of the School;!® and in view of the Student's belated admission to cheating on
the Moed Gimel exam (Complaint 3), I decided to convict the Student both of knowingly
providing false information to the University for the purpose of obtaining rights at the
University — infracting Article 2(b) of the Disciplinary Regulations and of cheating on

an exam — infracting Article 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations.

8Page 2, par. 11 of the defense document.
°See par. 4 above.

For the sake of accuracy only, it should be noted that the complaint is based on a letter from the course instructor and is
supported 100% by the lecturer, Prof. B, who also testified in the case.

n the words of the representative: ”As for the third complaint, the Student denies any connection and asks to
express that her grade in the course reflects success resulting from intensive learning and memorization and not
due to cheating” (p. 1, par. 3 of the defense document).

12See p. 5 of the transcript of the hearing.
13Bearing in mind the »faults” as stated in paragraphs 4-5.
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8. There is no need to elaborate on the severity of the Student's actions. This is an
accumulation of wrongful acts, beginning with obtaining something fraudulently — namely
permission to take the exam via Zoom on the basis of an indisputable false representation,
continuing with grave suspicion of copying on at least one exam, a suspicion that remains as
such in the absence of direct evidence of a wrongful act,'* and ending with a full admission
of actual cheating on an exam via Zoom.'® Therefore, in light of the conviction, as stated
in paragraph 7 above, there is no possibility for me to refrain from instructing the
permanent expulsion of the student from studies at the University. With all the good will
to go a long way towards the student, who is a foreign student on the last stretch of her
studies, and to try to reduce her sentence as much as possible, I do not believe that this is a
case in which we should settle for any punishment other than permanent expulsion. When
the basis of trust between the university and its own student is repeatedly lost, the university’s
disciplinary officials are required to speak out and decisively. Otherwise, in the future, there
will be those who will try to manipulate and deceive the university in anticipation of an
understanding and lenient punishment. Therefore, Reichman University can no longer be
an academic hostel for the Student, and the Student shall not be able to be among its
graduates.

9. In conclusion, I am imposing on the student a punishment of permanent expulsion from

university studies. This punishment is the only punishment appropriate in light of the

severity of the acts. The expulsion will apply from the first semester of the 2024/25 academic

year.'®

As a sidenote to this decision, the three distinguished professors should be commended for
revealing the wrongful and serious acts and for the thorough handling of those acts that led

141t should be clarified that according to the fundamental principles of criminal law the student should not be subjected
to the same grave suspicion, based on an accumulation of circumstantial evidence, regarding cheating on one or more of
the exams that she took via Zoom, but her actions before and after paint a heavy shadow over her acts and allow, in my
opinion, at most, the presentation of the grave suspicions here, and as for the factual truth - there is no way of knowing. It
should be emphasized that the aforementioned suspicions did not affect the type and extent of the punishment.

15In direct continuation of footnote 14, it should be noted that the Student’s conduct both during and after this exam
indicates dishonesty on her part and casts a heavy shadow over the other exams she took via Zoom, as well as her claims,
which were rejected by me, that her failure to tell the truth about her presence in Israel lacked any intention to cheat.

19In order to preserve the proper proportion between the Student’s wrongful actions and the appropriate punishment, all
the more so in light of the fact that she finally confessed (at the end of the hearing) to the acts attributed to her, I refrain
from tarnishing her grade sheet.
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to the filing of the complaint and the conviction, all for the important purpose of maintaining
the integrity and purity of the exams of the university.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other

identifying information.

The right to appeal before the Appeals Committee, through Ms. Shir Pe'er, within 30

days, as stated in section 5 of the Disciplinary Regulations.

g

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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