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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

January 15, 2019
Disciplinary File 36/2018
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. The Student is studying towards his bachelor's degree in sustainability and government at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. The Student has been accused of cheating on a homework
assignment and/or disobeying instructions concerning a homework assignment (hereinafter:
accused of copying on a homework assignment) in a course (hereinafter: the course) that
constitutes 30% of the final grade in the course.

Therefore the Student has been accused of infracting clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the Disciplinary
Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "Disciplinary Regulations").

2. Atthe hearing held before me, as acting Disciplinary Officer (appointed by the Provost, Prof.
Alex Mintz, on December 6, 2018) , on the afternoon of Wednesday the 12" of December 2018,
the 4" of Tevet, 5779, with the participation of Ms. Shir Peer, Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator, the Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Student himself and the Student
Union Representative on his behalf, Mr. Tom Nadil were heard and Ms. Daphne Naamni, an
observer on behalf of the Student Union.

3. Inthe framework of the hearing I heard statements by the Complainant and the Student Union
Representative with reference to what transpired and then I heard the Student who admitted to
the act of copying a homework assignment from another Student, without her knowledge, who
apologized for the regretful incident.

4.  In light of the admission of the Student to the accusations against him, I have decided to convict
him of infracting clause 2(d) of the Disciplinary Regulations, which concerns cheating on a
homework assignment.

5. As for the question of punishment - the Honorable Complainant emphasized that taking full
responsibility for wrongful acts is not a common occurrence here, and in contrast she stressed
that this case concerns copying on a paper that was not insignificant (30%) and the IDC's
position which is zero tolerance for copying and dishonesty. Finally the Honorable Complainant
clarified that punishment is required in this case but she has left the type and degree of
punishment to my discretion.

6.  Inreference to the punishment, the Student Union Representative on behalf of the Student
argued that in this case in which the Student has taken responsibility for his actions, we should
be lenient. In response to my request the Student Union presented two disciplinary decisions
that in his opinion correspond with the position that calls for leniency.
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There is no need to elaborate on the gravity of the act of the Student. As already mentioned in
another case: "Copying on any assignment, whatever it may be, large or small, is immoral,
illegitimate, prohibited and unacceptable. This is an act that must be condemned and
eradicated. Whatever the reason the act of copying obligates suitable painful and deterring
punishment" (Disciplinary File 22/2009, dated July 15, 2009, published in Nevo).

In the case under discussion, it is obvious that the Student indeed internalized the gravity of his
actions, immediately gave his admission, apologized and expressed his sincere regret.
Furthermore, during the hearing we were able to learn that this case concerns a serious student
and no less important, an individual who works for the community participating in significant
community service. However the main consideration in leniency in punishment should be given
to the Student's immediate admission and sincere apology. Taking responsibility for wrongful
acts should be encouraged. Under these circumstances the position that emerges from all of the
parties concerned is not to exhaust the law in the case of this student, over considerations that
warrant exhausting the law with him.

Consequently I am imposing the following punishment on the Student (from severe to lenient):

a. Postponement in the entitlement to his degree or certification of completion of his
studies for 3 months. The postponement shall take effect on the date he has completed
all of his academic requirements and is entitled to certification testifying to the
completion of his studies.

b. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester for any disciplinary offense that
is not technical. The conditional punishment will remain valid until the Student's
completion of his studies.

c. Disqualification of the course.

d. The implementation of this decision might have an effect on his tuition later in the course of
his studies.

decision shall be publicized without mentioning the Student's name or any other identifying

detail.
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Dr. Assaf Porat

Acting Disciplinary Officer
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