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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 39/2008
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Student)
October 10, 2008
Decision

The Student is a student of the Radzyner School of Law at The Interdisciplinary Center. The Student
has been accused of offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(f), 2(h), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Interdisciplinary
Center's Disciplinary Code (hereinafter: The Disciplinary Code) for personally referring to both the
person checking her exam in the course Law of Torts while revealing her identity, by writing on the
back of the exam booklet and to the Lecturer of the course, Dr. Assaf Yaakov (hereinafter: "the
Lecturer") by email after the exam.

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked the Student herself, and Ms. Michal Gonen, a Student
Union Representative on the Student's behalf, were heard during the hearing held before me in the

presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, on Tuesday, the 7% of
October 2008, the 8" of Tishrei 5769.

During the hearing the Complainant repeated the accusations against the Student and the Student
Union Representative repeated the admission of the student to committing the offenses and explained
the difficult situation of the student, supported by documents she submitted for my review included in
the medical opinion of Dr. **#***#** who treats the student. The Representative emphasized that the
student suffers from *¥##**% *ikk%kand from severe stress over the past few years due to serious
economic problems. Furthermore she noted that she is being treated **####%,

It is important to note that the statements of the Representative are expressed in the professional

opinion of *****¥* and the additional professional opinion submitted for my review by Ms. Peer
from **********'

The Representative asked to clarify that the student did not act with intent or malice but rather due to
emotional stress, which is obvious from the content of the message she wrote to the person checking
the exam and the Lecturer. The student herself added that she did not know that she was committing
an offense and she acted out of stress.

As the student herself noted to me, ignorance does not excuse anyone from responsibility and
punishment. Nonetheless in reference to punishment certain weight must be given to the purpose of
committing the offense, to which I will relate.

In contrast, the Honorable Complainant noted that there is no factual dispute and the student admitted
to committing the offense. Nonetheless, in light of the special personal circumstances of the
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student she asked that the course be disqualified and a warning be imposed without constituting
precedence.

I accept the Complainant's viewpoint. The circumstances in this case are exceptional and painful since
it all stems from serious emotional stress which has worsened over the past few years and was
expressed, as stated, in the note the Student wrote to the person checking the exam and to the
Lecturer.

There is no need for a verbose account of the difficult emotional state of the Student, as is evident
ﬁUnl sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skeske sk sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk skeske sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk skesk sk sk sk
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In addition to all of the above, I took into consideration the fact that the student took responsibility for
her actions and admitted to committing the offense and the fact that except for the offense the Student
has committed in this case due to the difficult emotional stress she was under and without malice
intent (which should be emphasized), she has not committed any offense throughout her four years of
study at the Interdisciplinary Center.

As a marginal note I would like to emphasize that the continuation of the Student's studies is going to
be determined by the Committee on Student Affairs and consequently a certain weight will be given to
her punishment.

In light of the aforesaid and her admission I hereby convict the Student of breaching clauses
2(a), 2(b), 2(e), 2(f), 2(h) and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code and as requested by the Complainant
I am imposing the following punishment on the Student:

1. Disqualification of the course Law of Torts.
2. Warning.

I already noted that several considerations, general and individual, are taken into account when
determining the punishment, and a balance between them must be found since the weight of each
consideration is not the same and changes from case to case according to the specific circumstances of
the student. In the case before us, both the circumstances of the case, the offense and the special
circumstances of the Student have caused the Complainant and me to decide on the said punishment.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.
This decision will be publicized for the student body without naming the Student, while removing
details about the emotional state of the Student in order to protect her right to privacy.

Adv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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