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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

June 10, 2013

Disciplinary File No. 20/2013
In the Matter of Student A — (Hereinafter: The Student)

1.

Decision

This case concerns a Student who is in his final stretch of his studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. A complaint was filed against the Student in which he
is accused of committing disciplinary offenses and breaching clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e),
2(f), 2(1), 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
"The Disciplinary Regulations). After checking his seminar paper (hereinafter: "the
paper") suspicion arose that parts were copied from another seminar paper. By the way
the paper is the final paper required for him to complete his academic degree.

On July 18, 2013 a hearing was held in regard to this file with the participation of the
Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a representative of the
Student Union who argued in his defense, Ms. Ariela Rada, the acting Committee
Coordinator and the undersigned. In addition three others appeared at the hearing. Two of
them were character witnesses for the Student and an additional lecturer, who gave
opposite testimony from the two latter, which | will discuss in detail later.

As stated, the Student is suspected of copying parts of his paper from another paper. It
should be noted that as soon as the disciplinary proceedings began, even before the
hearing in this matter, the Student admitted to committing the offenses of which he has
been accused and took full responsibility for his actions, expressed his sincere regret and
apologized to the relevant people — including to the Lecturer of the course for breaching
the faith he had placed in him. In addition the Student clarified — in writing and verbally —
that he clearly understands the severity of his actions and their implications.

In light of the admission of the Student, I am convicting him of the clauses listed in
the beginning of this decision.

Arguments for Punishment

4.

In her arguments for punishment the Honorable Complainant noted that due to the
severity of the offense and moreover the circumstances specific to the Student himself
(circumstances which | cannot expand upon due to the Student's right to privacy, as his
fellow students would be able to identify him with the exposure of such details), she asked
to impose significant punishment such as suspension from studies for a prolonged period.
On the other hand, the Student Union Representative asked to be considerate toward the
accused Student and impose a lenient punishment for several reasons that the
Representative presented very articulately. Among the claims made by the Representative,
was that this was a one-time slip-up which does not characterize his behavior as a person
in general and as a student in particular. Furthermore, the Student Union Representative
also referred to the significant contribution the accused Student has made both
academically and socially, on and off campus.
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10.

The Student Union Representative called to our attention the fact that during his studies
the Student demonstrated extensive involvement and significantly contributed to the
campus and the students. As part of his activities he received great esteem from several
lecturers at his school and he even established joint social projects with them. In addition
to the above mentioned arguments, the Student himself argued that at the time — namely
the days before submitting the paper — the Student was under enormous pressure due to
medical reasons concerning one of his family members which greatly contributed to this
one time blunder which is the subject of this disciplinary file.

As stated, three others appeared before the Committee. Two of them were character
witnesses who praised the accused Student and the third presented a completely different
picture regarding the Student. The first is someone from outside the campus who is
personally acquainted with the Student. In his testimony the person emphasized to the
Committee that the actions of the Student do not at all testify to his character and his good
traits. In his opinion, this is a one-time slip up and from his close acquaintance with the
Student he can unequivocally state that the Student is a person with values, a positive
person who dedicates his time and energy to the good of the public in diversified social
unique projects which he initiates.

The second person who appeared as a character witness on behalf of the Student is the
Course lecturer in which he studies. It should be noted that the Course lecturer felt it was
very important to appear before the Committee in order to testify and praise the Student's
activities and his devotion as well as his contribution to society in general and to the
School in which he studies in particular, even though it was the lecturer himself who filed
the complaint against the Student. The lecturer filed the complaint after he found that
parts of the Student's seminar paper were copied. As stated, the lecturer is personally
acquainted with the accused Student, inter alia, through joint projects and promoting
social projects in and outside the department, for which the Student was praised by the
lecturer and other faculty members.

Let there be no mistake, despite the praise, the lecturer perceives the act of the Student to
be very serious and thus he felt it was correct and even his obligation to file the complaint
against the Student. The lecturer noted that such phenomenon of lack of academic
integrity cannot be accepted and the Interdisciplinary Center cannot allow itself
phenomena of this type at its institute. Nonetheless, he emphasized that in his opinion we
cannot ignore the Student's contribution and constructive activities.

Another lecturer testified before the Committee and sent it in writing. The Lecturer's
acquaintance with the Student is through the special program the Student took part. She
stated that she believes the act was very severe which is in complete contradiction to the
behavior expected of Students participating in that study program. She also mentioned
that personally she was completely surprised and disappointed due to the incident of
copying and clarified that if the Student is convicted of the offenses of which he is
accused he will be expelled from the program for eternity.

Decision concerning the appropriate punishment under the circumstances of this case

11.

In my opinion, two interests need to be taken into consideration. The first interest is the
academic prestige of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya including the uncompromised
protection of the other honest students studying there. The second interest concerns the
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

accused Student, his personal circumstances and the implications of the punishment on his

professional and personal future.

The considerations for severity include the fact that the offense is one of the most severe

offenses in the Disciplinary Code gnawing at the foundation upon which the academic

prestige of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya is based. Furthermore, we should note
that the Student, who was chosen to take part in the special program and enjoyed
cooperation from the teaching staff at the Interdisciplinary Center, breached the faith
placed in him and among those testifying to this fact was the Lecturer of the special
program in which he took part.

The considerations for leniency are the activities and devotion of the Student — on and off

campus — which have significantly contributed to the School in which he is studying as

well as to the other students. Furthermore, his positive character and the fact that this is a

one-time blunder which does not reflect his usual behavior, as two of his character

witnesses testified, are also among the considerations that should be taken into account.

The fact that he immediately took responsibility, apologized to all those concerned and

expressed his sincere regret from the bottom of his heart should be added to the

considerations for leniency. Another thing which needs to be taken into consideration is
the punishment accompanying this decision — namely expulsion from the special study
program he was in. As stated the Lecturer on behalf of the special program explicitly
noted that if the Student would be convicted of the offenses of which he was accused he
would be immediately expelled from the special program.

After weighing all the considerations and interests which should be protected and are on

the agenda as detailed above and after my impression directly from the Student and the

witnesses and especially the testimony of the Course lecturer and after it was explicitly
stated that the Student would be expelled from the special program in which he is taking
part | have come to the conclusion that in the case of conviction the Student will be
suspended for a period of one year and three months. The Student shall be entitled to
return to his studies the beginning of the 1% Semester of the 2014-2015 school year.

| believe that this is appropriate punishment which suits the severity of the act and which

creates effective deterrence among the Student population lest they crudely violate the

ethical rules practiced at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. The Students must
internalize the fact that copying papers in general and copying seminar papers in
particular generally results in severe punishment of suspension which includes ruining
years of hard work, precious resources and grief and grave insult. I hope that the message
conveyed is clear to the students and shall be internalized so that such offenses do not
occur again.

While taking into account the different considerations set out before me, | have decided

that the appropriate punishment under the circumstances is:

a.  Suspension from studies for one year and three months (under the circumstances
and the duration of the proceedings, the period of suspension shall begin on July 7,
2013).

b.  Conditional suspension for one year for any dishonest offense.

c.  Disqualification of the course.
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d.  Twenty hours of community service under the supervision of the Dean of Student
Affairs. The Student shall not receive entitlement to his degree until he has
completed the said community service.

Summary
It is important to note the Course lecturer management in this case, i.e. filing the complaint

against the Student. In his management, the lecturer combined the extent of the justice that is

in mercy and the mercy in justice and fulfilled the words of our Sages of blessed memory: On
three things does the world endure, justice, truth and peace. (Rabbi Shimon Ben Gamliel,
Chapter 1, Pirkei Avot 18).

It is not obvious that a Lecturer, who requested that the Student who copied on his paper be
prosecuted (as this is the aspect of the extent of the justice), at his initiative testify on behalf
of the Student and present another side of his personality, which is essential in achieving
justice (which is the aspect of the truth) and this with the intent to bring both — that is — the
justice and the mercy — to the extent of alternation (which is the aspect of peace).

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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