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On Thursday, June 12, 2025
Reichman University resolved to honor

MS. DAPHNA CRAMER

Daphna Cramer has been a model of generosity and commitment to the public good for many years. Her philanthropic work, grounded in a shared vision with her late husband Gerry,

strives to create meaningful social change both in Israel and abroad.

Daphna Cramer was born in Tel Aviv to a Scottish father and a third-generation Israeli mother, who owned a salon and was a pioneering figure in Israel’s beauty industry. Cramer attended

Tel Nordau Elementary School, and later the Herzliya Hebrew Gymnasium High School.

Even in her youth, she demonstrated her deep commitment to Israeli society and Zionism: after being crowned “Miss Jerusalem,” she traveled to the United States and took part in fundraising

efforts on behalf of the State of Israel. That moment marked the beginning of her public and philanthropic work, which became a central pillar of her life.
Cramer performed her military service in the Air Force, after which she married and gave birth to a daughter and a son.

In 1984, while in New York, Daphna met Gerry (Gerald) Cramer, a former officer in the US Navy and co-founder of the investment firm Cramer, Rosenthal & McGlynn, LLC. They
married and split their time between Israel and the United States. During one visit to Israel, the couple met with Prof. Uriel Reichman, who shared with them his vision of establishing the
first private university in Israel. His passion and determination struck a deep chord with Daphna and Gerry, leading to an immediate and lasting connection. They became closely involved

in the university’s founding and remained active partners in its development.

As members of the Board of Trustees of Syracuse University in the United States, the Cramers initiated a long-standing academic partnership between the schools of government at both

universities. This collaboration includes joint study programs and research in the fields of national security and counter-terrorism, as well as a summer student exchange.

Throughout the years, the Cramers have been a cornerstone of support, commitment, and philanthropic giving. Their family foundation has contributed, among other things, to the
establishment of student dormitories on campus and to scholarships for students excelling in academics and social impact. One of the most prominent symbols of their dedication to the

student community is “Gerry’s Café” — a vibrant social space in the dormitory complex, whose development Gerry personally oversaw.
In recognition of their profound contributions to the university, each of the Cramers has been individually named an Honorary Fellow of Reichman University.

Today, Daphna continues to devote her time to wide-ranging public endeavors. She serves as president of the Gerald and Daphna Cramer Foundation, is a member of the Board of Directors
of Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer, and volunteers at cultural institutions in New York, where she resides. Her children, along with Gerry’s children, now carry forward the family’s

legacy of giving.

In appreciation of her unwavering commitment to Israeli society, and with deep gratitude for her many years of generosity and impactful support of Reichman University,

Ms. Daphna Cramer is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of Reichman University
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