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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
January 7, 2016

Disciplinary File No 4/2016
In the Matter of Students A and B and C: — (hereinafter: The Students)

Decision

This file involves Students against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed at the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: the Students) accusing them of committing disciplinary
offenses and infracting clauses 2(a) and/or 2(b) and/or 2(d) of the Disciplinary Regulations of
the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations). As a result
of checking homework assignments that the Students submitted suspicion arose that the
Students copied from their peers' assignment.

A hearing was held on December 27, 2015 with the participation of the Honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Representative of the Student Union, Nitzan Zigdon, the
Acting Committee Coordinator, the three accused Students and the undersigned. In addition 2
Student Union representatives as observers on the behalf of the Student Union (with the
approval of the accused Students) were present during the hearing.

In the Students' response to the complaint dated November 3, 2015 and also during the hearing
itself, the Students admitted that one day before submitting their work they asked Student D, a
peer from their study track to receive his work which was already prepared. Student D agreed
to the request and sent the assignment to them. It turns out that they wrongfully used the
assignment in the following manner: parts of Student D's assignment (question 6 and parts of
question 5) were copied word for word. Furthermore, they were assisted by his work, inspired
by it and took ideas from it in the framework of writing their assignment.

It should also be noted that one of the Students, Student A, was abroad when the assignment
was submitted, so that actually she did not participate in preparing the assignment. In any case
once the three Students submitted the assignment together, they bear the responsibility for the
results.

The Students admit that they copied and wrongfully used the assignment of Student D (except
Student A, who was abroad when the assignment was prepared and submitted). Student A
admits that she submitted an assignment with her peers without taking part in writing it. Thus I
am convicting the three students under clause 2(d) of the Regulations which concerns inter alia
cheating or misrepresentation on a homework assignment.

The question of punishment: There is no need to expand on the subject of offenses of
cheating and copying on homework assignments. We cannot accept this situation and it is our
duty to take all measures at our disposal in order to eradicate the phenomenon, including
imposing severe punishment in order to deter others from doing so. Thus, as a rule the
appropriate punishment for offenses of copying and cheating on academic assignments is
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suspension from studies. However, in this case the Students have already completed their
studies. The assignment which is the subject of this hearing was in the framework of the last
academic course required for their degree. In addition, the scope of the assignment was very
small, constituting 13% of the final grade of the course. It should also be noted that the
Students admitted to committing the offenses of which they were accused, took responsibility
for their actions and understand that they must bear the punishment.

Thus, I found that under the circumstances and the aforesaid it is not appropriate to suspend
the Students but rather disqualify the course. As a result of the disqualification of the course
the completion of their degrees will be delayed by at least 8 months since they must retake the
course and/or another course another time. Due to their special study track and because of the
disqualified course they will have to wait several months until they will be able to begin the
new course and all that it entails. Consequently disqualification of the course will result in a
delay in bestowing the Students their entitlement to their degree by at least 8 months, because
as stated they already completed their studies. In my opinion this is appropriate, proportional
and deterring punishment in relation to the offense and the circumstances of this case.

8. In conclusion, the punishment in this case is:

Disqualification of the course

b. Conditional suspension for a period of one semester. The condition shall remain valid
until the end of the 2016-2017 academic year and will take affect if the Students will be
convicted of an offense of academic dishonesty.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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