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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

February 5, 2017

Disciplinary File 3/2018
In the matter of the Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

1.

Decision

The case under discussion concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center who was accused of
infracting clause 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations") for handing in an assignment that was not her own
as shall be detailed below.

On Thursday January 18, 2018 a hearing was held in the presence of the Complainant Ms. Orly
Shaked, the Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, a Student Union Representative, Ophir
Gerber, the accused student and the undersigned. In addition, during the hearing concerning this
disciplinary file (in which other students were involved) the testimony of the teaching assistant of
the course was heard (hereinafter: the teaching assistant)

In the framework of the academic course, which is the subject in the case under discussion, the
students were asked to hand in several assignments. The assignments were checked but were not
given grades and instead "pass or fail". It should be noted that in the instructions by the teaching
staff the students were told that submission of 80% of the exercises during the course constitutes a
stipulation for entitlement to take the course exam.

When checking the assignment (assignment no. 2), which is the subject of the matter at hand, the
teaching assistant realized that the answer to the assignment that the accused student submitted
was completely identical to an answer to the assignment submitted by another student in the
course (hereinafter: Student B). After further clarification by the teaching assistant, apparently the
accused student received the answer to the assignment from Student B (through a peer) and
submitted the answer of Student B as though it was her assignment. Before doing so, she removed
the name and personal details of Student B from the top of the page and added her name and
personal details and submitted the answer of Student B without changing a single thing.

Immediately after suspicion arose, the teaching assistant sent the Student an email in order to
enquire into this matter. In the exchange of emails between them, the Student admitted to the
accusations against her and expressed sincere regret for submitting an assignment that was not her
own. In her response to the accusations against her (which was not dated) she again referred to
her acts and even provided an explanation for her behavior, and in her words:

... from what we understood from the teaching assistant is that the assignments were for
practice for us only so that we will be prepared for the exam as best as possible and there is no
importance to the grade... Since we understood that there was no importance to the
assignments I and several of my peers submitted the same file as Student B... I know that I was
not supposed to submit the answers in the name of another student in the course but because of
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what I understood at the beginning of the year regarding the importance of the assignments
and that it was self exercises only for us I did not deem it important.

During the hearing the Student was informed that her claims about the lack of importance of the
assignments in the course and/or their weight in comparison to the final grade do not justify her
actions and are not accepted as an adequate explanation for her actions. Moreover, the teaching
assistant in the course completely refuted the claims of the Student that the Lecturer did not place
any importance on the assignments.

Clearly the Student chose an easy and convenient way when she submitted the answers to the
assignment of another student in her class and that is without putting forth any effort.
Furthermore, the Student tried to deceive the teaching staff by deleting the personal details of
Student B on the assignment and all with the desire to present a false representation in which the
assignment submitted was the result of her own work all the while this was not the case.

It is noteworthy that Student B was very surprised to discover that the accused student used her
answers to the exercise illegitimately and that she had received her assignment from another peer
in the course (who also was brought before the Disciplinary Committee in regards to the same
incident).

In light of the Student's admission that she submitted the answer to the assignment that was not
hers while attempting to deceive the teaching staff, I am convicting her of infracting clause 2(d)
of the Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating or misrepresentation on a homework
assignment.

Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative argued that we should be considerate with reference to the punishment due to the
following reasons. First, this case involves an academic assignment of minor weight in the course
and in the final grade and as proof the exercise was not given a grade. Second, the Student already
completed her studies and her academic requirements last year and all she needed to complete her
degree is the course under discussion to which she registered beforehand. As a result due to the
disciplinary proceedings the said student is expected to complete her studies with a delay of one
year form the original date (4 years instead of 3) and that is before she received punishment for
her conviction in this case. Thus the representative asked that the the tribunal take into
consideration these circumstances when determining the punishment.

On the one hand, it is apparent that the accused student planned her actions and was aware of
their gravity. It is no coincidence that the Student tried to conceal her actions from the teaching
staff. In doing so she attempted to gain academic achievements that were not according to her
skills. Such acts must be eradicated and denounced. On the other hand the low weight of the work
and the fact that the studies of the student were extended for one year (before the punishment was
imposed) constitute considerations for leniency.

In light of the above, I have decided that the appropriate punishment under the circumstances of
this case is as follows:

a. Delay of entitlement to her degree for a period of 4 months, starting from the date of
completion of all of her academic requirements at which time she will be entitled to
certification of completion of her studies.
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b. Conditional suspension for one semester. The condition shall remain valid until the end of the
2018 academic year.

c. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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