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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

January 15, 2019

Disciplinary File 35/2018
In the matter of Student A (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

The case under discussion concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya against whom a complaint was filed accusing her of committing disciplinary
offenses under clauses 2(c) and/or 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: “the Disciplinary Regulations”). The Student was
accused of having in her possession a cellular phone (hereinafter: “the phone”) during
a closed book exam in an academic course.

A hearing was held on December 27, 2018 with the participation of the Complainant,
Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused student, Student Union Representatives, Daphi Naamni
and Amit Yogev, Disciplinary Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer and the
undersigned.

In the complaint letter it was noted that during a closed book exam one of the proctors
suspected that something was not right with the Student’s conduct. A brief investigation
revealed that the Student hid a cellular phone in the bag of food which was placed by
her. After this was revealed the Student gave the phone to the proctor and continued to
take her exam.

It should be noted that the instructions regarding the exam, especially the prohibition of
having a phone were told to the Students orally before they began the exam and were
written on the board in the classroom. Furthermore, the Student signed two instruction
forms concerning conduct during the exam in which there is explicit reference to the
prohibition of having a cellular phone during the exam. | would like to state that the
Student knew the procedures, especially the prohibition of possessing a phone, very
well.

During the hearing the Student admitted to the accusations against her. She claimed
that it was an innocent mistake and she had no intention of misusing the cellular phone
during the exam.

It should be noted that clause 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations defines “cheating on
an exam” also as infracting instructions for writing an exam or behavior during an exam.
The mere possession of the cellular phone which was in operation during a closed
book exam meets the requirements of clause 2(c) and in itself constitutes, without any
doubt, cheating on an exam.
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7. In light of the aforesaid, | am convicting the Student of breaching clause 2(c) of the
Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on an exam.

8. A student who chooses to bring a cellular into the exam must take into account
that he is at risk of suspension from studies, which will have an effect on his
academic and professional future.

9. In light of above, | have decided that the appropriate punishment under the
circumstances of this case is as follows:

a. Suspension for one semester. The suspension will take effect the first
semester of the 2019-2020 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course.

c. Conditional suspension for one year should the Student be convicted of
cheating on an exam in the future. The conditional suspension will remain in effect
until the end of the 2019-2020 academic year.

Disciplinary hearings are confidential. The full decision contains personal and sensitive

details that might reveal the identity of the Student to her peers. Thus the decision shall not
be publicized in full.

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer

2™7%70 MInn1an ™INn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :oj7o | 09 9527272 :7v | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'72x2n 167 .T.n



