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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

August 11, 2015

Disciplinary File No 10/2015
In the Matter of Student A: (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file involves a Student of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: the Student)

against whom a complaint was filed accusing him of committing disciplinary offenses and
infracting clauses 2(a), 2(i), 2(e), 2(I) and 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations”). The Student was
accused of, inter alia, behaving disrespectfully toward instructors at the Interdisciplinary
Center and disturbing the orderly course of the lesson as shall be detailed below.

. On August 4, 2014 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the

Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, acting Coordinator of the
Disciplinary Committee, Ms. Rada Ariella, a Representative of the Student Union, Mr. Koren
Olshevitsky, and the undersigned. Furthermore, during the hearing the testimony of the
instructor of the course and a student summoned on behalf of the accused Student (hereinafter:
"Student B") was heard.

Before | provide details of the case before us, it should be noted that an interim decision was
made concerning the Student on July 5, 2015. The interim decision was given after the accused
student did not respond to repeated requests (by mail) of the Coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committee who tried to coordinate a date for the hearing. In the decision it was decided that
until the Student will cooperate with the disciplinary authorities at the Interdisciplinary Center
he will not be entitled to services from the Student Administration. Even after the interim
decision was sent to him there was no response to the requests of the Coordinator of the
Committee. After contact was made by telephone a date was set for the hearing in this matter.
The relevant facts in this case are as follows: During an exercise in an academic course there
was noise and disturbance on the part of the students. The instructor asked the class to be quiet
several times. At some stage, and in order to achieve silence in the classroom the Instructor
asked 4 students who were talking during the lesson to leave the room. After the instructor's
request the four students remained in their seats. After a second request on the part of the
instructor, two of the four students left the classroom. After several minutes and after the
instructor clarified to the students that he would not continue the lesson until the two students
leave the room, another student left the room. The fourth student, who is the accused student,
remained in his seat and refused to leave.

. The instructor insisted that he would not continue with the lesson until the accused student

agreed to his request and leave the room. In light of the situation that was created, a dispute
began between the accused student and his peers. Some of the students in the classroom
pleaded for him to leave so that the lesson could continue. Others, according to the Student,
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asked him to stay. As a result the accused student tried to discuss the matter with the instructor
in order to stay in the classroom. The instructor refused and insisted that as long as the Student
refused to leave the room he would not continue with the lesson. In the dispute that developed
in class, the accused student heaved the following at the instructor: "there is no doubt you
came out of this as a real man™; "yalla, let's see him not teach now". The Student admitted that
he said those words. After about 15-20 minutes from the time the incident began, the Student
willingly left the room and the lesson continued.

Discussion: The accused student admitted to committing the offenses of which he was accused
and noted that he made a mistake by not leaving the classroom immediately after he was asked
to do so. In addition the Student admitted that during the dispute that developed in the
classroom, in light of the instructor's refusal to continue with the lesson until he left the room,
he said the following things to the Instructor: "there is no doubt that you came out of this as a
real man". Seemingly, these things were said disrespectfully and not with the intent to
complement the Instructor. Furthermore, the Instructor claimed that the student said in class
"yalla let's see him not teach now". These statements were made in defiance of the Instructor
who insisted on refusing to continue to teach until the Student left the room. The Student
adamantly denies that he said those things. However after Student B noted in his testimony
that he heard the accused student express himself in that manner, the accused Student agreed to
retract his denial and admitted that the Instructor's claims were correct and he did express
himself in that manner in class.

This did not end the dispute between the versions of events of both parties: The Instructor
claimed that in addition to the things the Student stated he said the following to him in class:
"yalla... stop being a child". In contrast the Student claimed that he said to the Instructor:
"yalla... stop treating me like a child". The Instructor argued that he clearly remembers the
statements made by the Student and he is adhering to his version. The Instructor also
mentioned that several days following the lesson he sent an email to the Lecturer and told her
about the event while explicitly stating how the Student expressed himself in front of the entire
class. In contrast the Student claimed that in light of the way the instructor adamantly refused
to continue the lesson until he left the room he thought it was right to say to him to stop
"treating him like a child". During the hearing the testimony of Student B, a peer in the
accused student's class was heard. During the hearing he described what had transpired in class
and he took the accused student's side.

In any case, without the need of making a decision about this matter, in my opinion the things
that the accused student said ("yalla.... stop treating me like a child") was distasteful since
there should not have been such a discussion at all at a time when dozens of students are
waiting for the student to leave the classroom in order to continue with the lesson.

Decision: In light of the accused Student's admission to committing the offenses of which he
was accused, including the statements he made to the instructor, I am convicting him of
infracting the clauses of the regulations detailed in paragraph 1 above.

Punishment: The Representative of the Student Union noted that the Student is an honors
student with impressive academic achievements. Thus, it is important that the punishment
imposed on the student not delay his studies or harm him academically. He also added that the
Student admitted to committing the offenses, took responsibility and expressed his regret.
Therefore, he asked that the punishment be conditional and a warning. The Complainant noted
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that it would have been appropriate for the Student to apologize earlier. She stated that the
Student did not take full responsibility for his actions and did not appropriately apologize and
there is no guarantee that an incident such as this one will not reoccur in the future. The
Complainant left the decision of punishment to the discretion of the tribunal.

This is a regretful incident of behavior that is arrogant and demeaning that not only hurt the
course instructor but also an entire class. The Student and his peers disturbed the orderly
course of instruction by talking among themselves. The Instructor asked the accused student
and his peers to leave in order to allow the orderly course of the lesson to continue without
disturbance. There is no dispute that this was a legitimate request which is completely within
his authority. Not only did the accused student ignore the instructor's request and did not leave
the classroom but he spoke to him in a demeaning, arrogant and protesting manner. In addition
to this unacceptable behavior toward the instructor he prevented an entire class from
continuing with their lesson in an orderly manner. His insistence of not leaving the room
created an agitation in the entire class in which the lesson ceased for 15 minutes.

It is important to note that at no time during the hearing did the Student or anyone on his
behalf claim that the Instructor was abusive towards him or behaved towards him in a
discriminative manner in comparison to the other students. Certainly if the Instructor would
have acted disrespectfully and in a demeaning manner towards the Student in front of the other
Students in the classroom it would have influenced this decision. Just as it is expected of the
faculty to respect the students as stated by our sages the dignity of your student should be as
precious to you as your own (Ethics of the Fathers, Chapter 4, 14) such is expected of the
students, i.e. to behave respectfully towards the instructors. I am under the impression that the
Instructor acted appropriately with the aim of maintaining a quiet and orderly study
environment and the Student is the one who tipped the scales in the classroom causing an
unnecessary unrest that led to a halting of the lesson for a period of 15 minutes.

In addition to his conduct in class, during the hearing the Student attempted more than once to
avoid taking responsibility and he did not tell the truth concerning one of the claims against
him. As stated the Student adamantly denied that he said in class "yalla, let's see him not teach
now", as the Instructor had claimed. Only after the testimony of Student B was he willing to
retract his denial and admit that he indeed said those things.

Moreover, | got the impression that the Student did not bother to apologize to the Instructor in
a sincere and genuine manner. Immediately following the incident, the Student contacted the
Lecturer of the course and she told him that first and foremost he must apologize to the
Instructor. Indeed the Student contacted the Instructor who agreed to meet him. However the
Student arrived late to the meeting which did not take place in the end. The Student tried to
meet the Instructor once again but it did not work out (all of this took place before the
summons to the hearing was sent to the Student). The Student claimed that he sent the
Instructor two emails and asked for "forgiveness". In his opinion and according to his
understanding he apologized.

After the Student received the summons to the hearing from the Disciplinary Committee, he
contacted the Instructor again by mail and asked to apologize but the Instructor felt that at that
stage, about one month after the incident and after already receiving a summons to the
Disciplinary Hearing, the intent of the Student to apologize seemed to be unfounded and he did
not think it was correct to meet with him. In any case the Student had plenty of time to
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apologize had he truly wanted to do so. It is my impression that the Student "woke up" only
after he received the summons to the disciplinary committee and that was to minimize the
damages on his part.

16. In conclusion, it is hereby emphasized that such rude and disrespectful behavior as in the case
under discussion cannot be permitted. A student is supposed to act with minimal respect
towards his peers and the employees of the Interdisciplinary Center whoever they may be. The
same is expected from the employees of the Center. A Student cannot take the law into his
own hands while blatantly disobeying procedures of the Interdisciplinary Center which are
designated to ensure a proper and respectful atmosphere for studying.

17. In light of the above, | have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:

a. Suspension for one semester, the first semester of the 2015-2016 academic year.

b. Conditional suspension for one semester, should he commit an offense identical to the
one that is the subject of this case. The conditional punishment will remain valid until
the end of the 2016-2017 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the Students without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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