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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

August 2, 2015

Disciplinary File No 7/2015
In the Matter of Student A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file concerns a Student from the International School of the Interdisciplinary Center

Herzliya against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed accusing him of committing
disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(m) of the
Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the
Disciplinary Regulations). The Student has been accused of committing offenses in two
difference cases in which he submitted academic papers with extensive parts suspected of
being copied, as detailed below.

On July 23, 2015 a hearing was held with the participation of the Honorable Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, Acting Committee Coordinator, Ms. Debbie Joel Student Union Representativen
Ms. Shine Shaham, and the undersigned.

The matter before us concerns two different cases which were deliberated during the hearing
as follows:

a. In an academic course the Student was required to submit a paper which constituted 30%
of the final grade. In this paper very extensive parts were suspected of being copied from
different academic sources. The Student did not cite the sources of the material presented
in his paper.

b. In another academic course the Student was required to submit a paper which constituted
15% of the grade. Close to the date of submission the Student asked a fellow peer to send
him by mail his paper in order to get an impression and learn from its contents. However,
after the accused student received the paper, he copied extensive parts from it, so that
actually the accused student's paper was almost completely identical to his peer's paper.

It is emphasized that from reviewing the two papers it is obvious that the two papers are
almost identical. Nonetheless the student consciously attempted to hide his actions as revealed
in the comparison of the sources.

Even before the hearing began in this disciplinary file, during the meeting with the
Complainant, as well as during the hearing, the accused student immediately admitted to
committing the offenses in both the cases mentioned above. The Student claimed inter alia that
he has difficulties in writing academic papers and in addition, he has difficulties in writing in
English. The Student expressed his regret for his actions.

In light of his admission, | am convicting the Student of infracting the disciplinary regulations
detailed in paragraph 1, in the two cases described above.
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There is no need to go into detail about the severity of the Student's actions. Submitting a
copied paper and misrepresenting the said academic paper as his own work is one of the most
severe disciplinary offenses and damages academic integrity. Not only does this case involve
deceit and fraud, such a paper lacks academic value and allows the student to advance in his
studies not based on his actual skills. This, all the while that his peers invest their time and
energy in attaining academic achievement, the accused student chose the short and easy path
while using unacceptable sources such as a paper prepared by his peer. As stated the Student
performed these wrongful acts in two different cases which intensifies the gravity of the acts.

Opposite the severity of the acts there are several mediating circumstances to consider, as
follows:

a. The Student immediately admitted to committing the offenses of which he was accused
and took responsibility for his actions while expressing his regret.

b. This case concerns a young student in the International program in his first year of
academic studies. The Student was not born in Israel and the course of events that brought
him to Israel constitute mediating circumstances. In order to preserve the Student's right to
privacy | will not expand on this issue.

c. In one of the instances, and without belittling the gravity of the offense, the act involved a
paper that constitutes 15% of the final grade in the course.

In light of the aforementioned, and the need to balance between the severity of the offenses
and to preserve the academic integrity of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and the personal
circumstances of the Student, | have decided that the appropriate punishment in this case is as
follows:

a. Suspension for one semester. The suspension will take effect the first semester of the
2015/16 academic year.

b. Disqualification of both courses.

c. Conditional suspension for one year should the Student commit an offense similar to
the one in this disciplinary file which concerns fraud on an academic paper. The
conditional suspension will remain valid until the 2017/18 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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