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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Disciplinary File No 11/2016 May 9, 2016
In the Matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This file concerns a Student in the International School at the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya. A disciplinary complaint was filed against the Student accusing her of committing a
disciplinary offense and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(c) and 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations). The
Student was accused of going to the restroom with forbidden material and using it.

2. A hearing was held in regard to this matter on May 8, 2016, with the participation of the
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, representatives of the Student Union, Or
Karabaki and Moti Ben Moshe, acting Committee Coordinator Limor Shemesh and the
undersigned.

3. The Student went to the restroom during a closed book exam in an academic course. As is
customary one of the proctors accompanied her. When she was returning to the exam room,
the proctor noticed a note that fell out of the Student's pants pocket as detailed on the
complaint form dated February 5, 2016. The note contained material relevant to the exam and
it included many details written in small and compact handwriting divided into topics and
subtopics.

4. The Student already admitted at the time she was caught that the note that was with her when
she was in the restroom was hers. During the meeting with the Complainant on March 13,
2016 the Student admitted to committing the act of which she was accused. Furthermore,
during the hearing the Student admitted that she had forbidden material in her possession
during the exam.

5. In light of her admission of having forbidden material during an exam, material that was
actually used during the exam when she was in the restroom, I am convicting the Student of
infracting clause 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on exams.

6. The question of punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
representative asked that we take into consideration the fact that the Student immediately
admitted to committing the offense and took full responsibility for her actions. He also argued
that the Student is in her first year of studies (the offense in this file was committed in the first
semester of her studies), she was under tremendous pressure during the exams and it was a
one-time incident. He claimed that under the circumstances it would be appropriate to avoid
punishment of suspension from studies and asked to impose only conditional suspension and
community service.

7. The Complainant contended that she views the Student's immediate admission to committing
the offense of which she was accused, taking responsibility and expressing her regret in a
positive light. Nonetheless, she argued that this is a case of cheating on an exam which is the
most severe of the disciplinary offenses. Thus, in her opinion it is not appropriate to into
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10.

11.

consideration the Student's personal circumstances as detailed above by the Student Union
Representative and she asked to ensure that justice prevail as stipulated in the Disciplinary
Regulations with reference to offenses of this type.

In this case we are dealing with the offense of cheating on an exam. This is a grave offense
that defies the integrity of exams. The Student prepared the small note with material relevant
to the exam in advance with the purpose of using it during the exam. The Student hid the note
in her pants pocket and especially went to the restroom in order to look at it and of course no
one can see what she is doing in the bathroom stall. In this manner she deceived the proctors
who are entrusted with preserving the integrity of exams. We can learn from the circumstances
in this case that the Student planned in advance the best and most efficient way to deceive the
teaching staff and the proctors.

Moreover, the Student wanted to provide herself an unfair advantage over her peers which was
not based on her abilities. We cannot accept this situation. It is our duty to protect those
students who behave fairly and honestly and take the exams in accordance with the
instructions of the lecturer and whose achievements are measured according to their abilities.
Clearly, an additional responsibility of the Interdisciplinary Center is to preserve the academic
integrity and its prestige. A student who is determined to cheat on an exam and to attempt to
outwit the teaching staff and the proctors entrusted with preserving the integrity of exams must
internalize the fact that she will be suspended and by doing so she herself harms her academic,
professional and economic future.

It should be emphasized that I did not find it appropriate or fitting to take into account the
Student's personal circumstances as presented to me. The claim that the Student is a first year
student, who was under pressure during the exams, cannot be used to her benefit. I got the
impression that the Student was well aware of her actions, which she meticulously planned
before and during the course of the exam. I believe that pressure was not the cause of the fault
which is the subject of this case.

In view of the severity of the offense and its circumstances, and without substantial personal
circumstances I have come to the conclusion that the proper and fitting punishment is as
follows:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the 1%
semester of the 2016-2017 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course.

c. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester should the student be convicted
of the offense of cheating on an exam. The conditional suspension shall remain valid
until the end of the 2016-2017 academic year.

This decision shall be published to the students without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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