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Appeals Committee - The Interdisciplinary Center

Before: Dr. Hillel Sommer Chairman
Prof. Orit Tykocinski Committee Member
Mr. Or Karabaki Committee Member
The Appellant: Student A

Represented by Representative Mr. Yair Ben Shlomo
Vs.

The Respondent: The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
Represented by Representative Ms. Orly Shaked, Chief Complainant

Appeal Concerning the Decision of the Disciplinary Officer Adv. Shelly Malka
given in the Disciplinary File 16/2019 on November 20, 2019.

Date of the Session: January 29, 2020

Decision
Introduction

Before us is an appeal on the verdict of the Disciplinary Officer, in which punishment of
disqualification of the paper in the course and suspension for one semester was imposed on the
Appellant after being convicted of cheating on a homework assignment, under section 2(d) of the
Disciplinary Regulations, for submitting an academic paper most if not all of it was copied.

On January 29, 2020 we held a hearing in the case in which we heard the Appellant Student and his
representative.

The Hearing before the Disciplinary Officer and the Facts of this Case

The facts as described by the disciplinary officer and the considerations taken into account in his
decision are as follows:

1. Inthe framework of an academic course the Appellant was required to submit an academic paper
weighing 30% of the final grade in the course (hereinafter "the paper"). After initially reviewing
the paper and after its examination, it became clear to the Lecturer that the Appellant's paper was
copied almost word for word, except slight adaptations, from a paper submitted to the Lecturer in
the same course two years beforehand.
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2. During the arguments for punishment stage the Appellant referred to several personal
circumstances which he claimed affected his situation in the days before submitting the paper
causing him to deviate from his honest path. The Disciplinary Officer examined the above
circumstances but did not find any direct connection between the circumstances claimed and
committing the offense (paragraph 14 of the Disciplinary Officer's decision).

3. The Disciplinary Officer also noted in his decision that: "submitting an academic paper that was
copied while making adaptations and changes as needed in order to try to hide the act, requires
thought and planning in advance. That is to say — this is not a mistaken moment or a last minute
decision taken under pressure of some type as claimed by the Student. The opposite. The Student
made the contemplated decision to hand in the copied paper and for that purpose did several acts,
over several days which were intended to help him conceal his actions and deceive the Lecturer."
(paragraph 10 of the Disciplinary Officer's decision).

4. Thus the Disciplinary Officer determined: "7The IDC cannot allow its academic integrity to be
harmed and in particular cannot accept offenses of copying. Consequently a clear threshold of
punishment was set whereby deceiving when submitting an academic paper, regretfully, results in
suspension from studies for one semester except in extraorvdinary cases. After carefully listening to
the arguments of the Student and the Student Union Representative, I am under the impression
that the case under discussion does not fall under extraordinary cases that justify deviating from
the punishment norm.

5. Thus the Disciplinary Officer decided to impose punishment of disqualification of the paper and
suspension from studies for one semester, the 2™ semester of the 2019-2020 academic year.

The Appeal
The Appeal before us was submitted only in relation to the severity of the punishment and was based
on one main argument:

According to the argument of the Appellant, the Disciplinary Officer intended to impose punishment
of suspension for one semester; however the suspension of the student during the second semester of
the 2019-2020 academic year in practical terms will result in a delay of one year until the completion
of his studies; this is because not all of the courses he was taking in the semester from which he was
suspended are offered the next semester at the Interdisciplinary Center, i.e., the first semester of
2020/2021. Thus he will need to complete the courses that are lacking the second semester of
2020/2021. Consequently the Appellant argues that the punishment of suspension for one semester
which the Disciplinary Officer imposed upon him, became punishment of suspension for one entire
year (clause 1.6 of the Appeal).

Discussion and Decision

1. As it has already been determined in many decisions of this Appeals Committee in the past, as a
rule the Appeals Committee must demonstrate restraint in its intervention in the Disciplinary
Officer's decisions. This mainly stems from the fact that the Disciplinary Officer is "in charge of
disciplinary matters" (clause 1 of the Disciplinary Regulations) and he has the communal
authority to determine and enforce disciplinary policy at the Interdisciplinary Center. As the
individual "in charge of disciplinary matters" the Disciplinary Officer is directly exposed to the
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facts of each case and to trends and complaints in regard to the disciplinary field at the
Interdisciplinary Center and to requests of enforcing discipline. Therefore it is the role of the
Disciplinary Officer to fortify and enforce disciplinary patterns in accordance with the
disciplinary policy of the Interdisciplinary Center, which he believes should be promoted in the
framework of his role. Nonetheless, there is no doubt that within the quasi-judicial role of the
Disciplinary Officer when deciding with reference to the rights of the student it is his duty to act
fairly and justly (without prejudice, without arbitrariness, while strictly adhering to natural
justice, acting reasonably and in accordance with the authority vested in him) and these aspects
will also be examined by the Appeals Committee.

2. Thus, especially with reference to the punishment, intervention regarding the punishment
imposed by the Disciplinary Officer is not normally done. Only when the Committee finds that
the punishment imposed is unreasonable under the circumstances of the case, it will intervene in
the Disciplinary Officer's decision concerning the appropriate punishment.

3. The argument of the Appellant received the title of "unusual implications of the verdict of the
Appellant". However the implications that were claimed were not at all unusual. Actually, this
result, where absence from a certain semester, whatever the reason may be, can result in a delay
of completing the degree by one academic year; may occur for no reason even if the
circumstances for the absence are much more justified. Take for example, a student who stopped
his studies for one semester due to personal reasons such as his illness or that of his family. This
student cannot always complete all of the courses the following semester, and in actuality his
absence for one semester will result in the delay of one full year to complete his academic degree.

4. We do not see a reason that the situation of a student convicted of a severe disciplinary offense
and suspended for one semester should be better than a student who is forced to be absent from
studies for justified reasons. As noted by the Disciplinary Officer in his decision, in the
Interdisciplinary Center's Regulations "a clear threshold of punishment was set whereby deceiving
when submitting an academic paper, regretfully, results in suspension from studies for one
semester except in extraordinary cases." Therefore the punishment imposed by the Disciplinary
Officer does not unreasonably deviate from the punishment threshold determined for copying on a

paper.

5. Ttis also noteworthy that the disciplinary authorities customarily allow students who have been
suspended for one semester to complete yearly courses, as a deviation from the punishment of
suspension. In this case, indeed the disciplinary officer was asked by the Appellant and agreed to
his request to allow him to complete two yearly courses which he began in the first semester of
2019-2020 thereby turning the punishment of suspension for one semester to punishment of
"semester minus" as he was entitled to study two courses during his suspension.

6. In conclusion we would like to note that there is nothing in the disciplinary proceedings that
detract from the authority of academic entities at the schools in which the Appellant is studying
from finding other academic solutions. As noted above, the situation in which there will be a
delay in bestowing the student his degree because a certain course is proposed during a certain
semester and not during the following semester is not a rare situation and does not occur only due
to disciplinary proceedings. The Appellant is entitled to contact the relevant academic entities in
order to try to find solutions offered to students who were absent for other reasons, as far as it is
possible. We should note that we believe that not studying a specific course due to suspension
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from studies should not derogate from the authority of the school to find a proper academic
solution as long as one is possible, while paying attention that this is not intended as a
recommendation or requirement of the academic authorities, and that they shall act according to
academic considerations only, that they shall deem suitable.

7. For this reason and the other reasons detailed above, we cannot accept the claim of the Appellant
that the justified punishment of suspension for one semester should be cancelled because of the
fact that not all of the courses that he is supposed to study will be offered during the following
semester. A person who plans to commit an offense, especially the intension to cheat, should
know that the implications on the continuation of his studies may be very severe.

Conclusion

8. In conclusion we did not find reason to intervene in the punishment imposed on the Appellant.
Consequently the appeal is rejected.

This decision shall be published without details that identify the Appellant.

Given today, February 26, 2020.

P

S G /o

Prof. Orit Tykocinski Dr. Hillel Sommer, ChairmanMr. Or Karabaki
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