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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 39/2006

In the Matter of Accused Student A — The Respondent
July 11, 2006

Decision

The Respondent is a freshman at the International School. A complaint has been filed
in accordance with clauses 2(d), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) claiming that the Respondent
submitted an op-ed that she was asked to write in the course Political Economy in the
Middle East which was copied from an article published on the Internet with minor
composition and editing changes and without any citation of the reference. In her
Complaint letter the Lecturer noted that during the course the students were given
explicit and detailed instructions regarding citing references and the use of footnotes
and she had warned them several times about plagiarism, not to mention in the case in
which the task is supposed to be based on the student's personal opinion. As soon as
the Respondent found out that a complaint was being filed against her she admitted to
the committing offense and expressed her regret.

The Complainant, the Respondent and a representative of the Student Union and of
the International School appeared at the hearing held before me.

The Respondent again admitted to the offense and expressed her regret. She explained
that the act was committed during a personal crisis which she had undergone a few
days prior to submitting the op-ed (which I shall not detail herein due to her right to
privacy). She claims that the crisis caused her to commit the rash and mistaken act,
especially due to the pressure she was under in general in reference to the specific
course and she was afraid that she would not succeed in surviving it. Furthermore, she
noted difficulties in adapting and acclimating since her arrival in Israel.

I believe the Respondent's version that she was in the midst of a personal crisis in the
days before submitting the co-ed, but this cannot justify the act or greatly reduce the
severity of it. Though this case involves a student in her first year of studies, she
should have contacted the appropriate authorities and not commited such a severe act
of plagiarism, all the more so when the assignment is supposed to be a co-ed in which
original thought is the heart of the matter.

In light of the aforesaid, and after considering the fact that the Respondent admitted to
the offense and expressed her regret I have decided to convict the Respondent of
deceiving on homework according to clause 2(d) of the Disciplinary Code and impose
the following punishment:

1. Disqualification of the course, Political Economy of the Middle East.

2. Suspension for the first semester of the upcoming year. Under the circumstances
this suspension shall not prevent the Respondent from completing courses she
failed in the past, as shall be relevant, but she shall not be able to register for new
courses during the suspension period.

3. Conditional suspension for a period of two years, where the condition is that she
shall not commit any dishonest offense. The condition shall remain valid until
the Respondent has completed her studies at the Center.



The Respondent is entitled to appeal this decision no later than thirty days from the
date it was delivered to her.

The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Respondent.

Dr. Amnon Lehavi, In Charge of Discipline



