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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Disciplinary File 47/2006
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: "The Respondent")
October 22, 2006

Decision

The Respondent is a student at the Center.” In accordance with clauses 2(c), 2(f) and
2(q) of the Center's Disciplinary Code the Respondent has been accused, of deceiving
on on three "honor exams" which he wrote, after receiving special permission to take
the exams under the circumstances which I cannot detail herein, by using different
materials to write his answers to the closed book exams (i.e. material is not permitted
during closed book exams).

The Complainant's Representative Ms. Orly Shaked, the Respondent, Ms. Galit Zvi of
the Dean of Student's Office appeared during the hearings held before me.

As stated, in light of the extraordinary and special circumstances of the Student, the
Dean of Students, Dr. Yitzhak Oron, permitted the Respondent to take certain exams
as "honor exams". As for the three exams, which were closed book exams, suspicion
arose that during the exam the Respondent used prohibited material. As a result of
suspicion which arose from checking the exam of one course the two exams of the
other courses were also checked and apparently the results of rechecking the exams
showed that the Respondent extensively used prohibited material by copying from
different sources.

In the correspondence from the Respondent to the Complainant, Dr. Eli Bukspan,
after suspicion arose, as well as during the hearings held before me, the Respondent
indeed admitted to using the prohibited material during those exams. Although the
Respondent in his letter to Dr. Bukspan of August 28, 2006 stated that "he takes full
responsibility for the offense” the Respondent told about the extraordinary and
difficult circumstances, which he claimed, caused him to commit the said acts. As
stated above, I cannot reveal the claims and the documents which the Respondent
brought to support his claims, but the unequivocal conclusion which I arrived at based
on the evidence in this file is that the student should be held completely responsible
for his actions, especially in light of the fact that this was a sequence of acts of three
cases of copying within a total time span of two weeks. This is a case of deceit done
knowledgeably and with intent, of which the Respondent could have and should have
been aware and understood the possible implications and the Respondent should have
understood not only when writing the answers to the exam but also during the time
between the exams (though obviously the general circumstances of the Respondent's
life during that period were complex and involved difficulties which shouldn’t be
belittled).

* In the public version of this judgment, details and many parts involving not only the Respondent's
identity but also the school in which he studies, the year of his studies. was well as the special and
unique circumstances leading to the events, some of the claims raised before me and some of the
reasoning upon which the decision and judgment were based in this file have been omitted in order to
try to reduce as much as possible the probability of exposing the identity of the Respondent, under the
circumstances in this case.



Therefore I convict the Respondent of three counts of deceit on exams in accordance
with clause 2(c) of the Disciplinary Code.

When deciding upon the punishment for the Respondent, on the one hand there are
seemingly mitigating circumstances with reference to the Respondent's past and with
respect to the specific circumstances of this case; on the other hand, actually because
of these events Dr. Oron permitted the Respondent "under unusual and the most
exceptional proceedings" (as arising from the Dean of Student's letter to me in this
matter) to take the "honor exams". According to Dr. Oron, in paragraphs 5 and 6 of
his letter: "this was a matter of placing trust of the highest degree... (...) betrayed my
trust in the most difficult manner. He abused the absolute trust given to him and he
used it to copy on three exams as he admitted himself.

Indeed, copying on "honor exams", taken at the initiative of the Respondent and at
his request and approved through a most exceptional and extraordinary proceeding
from the academic perspective, while the Dean of Students took under consideration
the circumstances of the Respondent, constitutes a breach of trust of the most severe
type, and when done in a sequential manner — all the more so. These types of acts
destroy the foundation upon which the Interdisciplinary Center is based, and they
actually harm other students at the Center who diligently study with assiduousness
and honesty.

In this matter I would like to comment, that clause 3b was added to the Study Code of
the 2006/7 school year (which took effect on October 22, 2006 and thus does not
apply to the offenses committed in this file) which has set a number of minimum
punishments, and subclause 1 of the clause determines that the punishment for
copying on an honor exam is expulsion for eternity from studies at the Center.
Though, as stated, this clause does not directly apply to the case before us, it does
depict the degree of extraordinary trust given for honor exams and the severity
involved in the breach of that trust, as part of the fundamental values of the
Interdisciplinary Center. In the case before us, the incidents involved sequential
committing of three of these offenses, while the honor exams were administered at the
initiative and at the request of the Respondent.

The Respondent claimed that expelling him from studies at the Center would also
have implications on loss of livelihood, and here I also cannot detail the
circumstances under question. I will only note that this claim does not justify
bestowing "immunity" to the Respondent from expulsion, rather under the
circumstances the opposite is true.

I am sorry for the Respondent, and I do wish him success and satisfaction from his
endeavors in the future. However, he must pay for the offenses that he committed as a
student at the Interdisciplinary Center. These actions do not allow him to be a part of
our student body.



Therefore, I impose the following punishment on the Respondent;

1. Disqualification of the exams and the courses which are the subject of the
offenses.

2. Expulsion for eternity from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center.

The Respondent is entitled to appeal this decision within 30 days of receiving it.

The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Respondent.

Dr. Amnon Lehavi, In Charge of Discipline



