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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
July 26, 2012

Disciplinary File 12/2012
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

The case under discussion involves a Student who is in her last year of studies. A
complaint was filed against the Student accusing her of committing disciplinary offenses
and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(e), 2(h) and 2(1) of the Disciplinary Code of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations). She has been accused
of asking a fellow student to list her name on an attendance sheet during a study tour
(hereinafter: "the tour") while she was not present. It should be noted that the tour was

mandatory as a prerequisite for receiving her academic degree.

On July 12, 2012 a hearing was held in this case with the participation of the honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Coordinator of the tours at the Law of Government,
Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, Ms. Shir Peer, the accused Student and the
Student Union Representative Mr. Nir Dagan who argued on behalf of the Student, and

the undersigned.

During the hearing the Coordinator of the tour recounted what had happened on the
morning of the tour. As part of her job and responsibility she checked how many students
indeed had come on the tour and were present on the bus. After checking the list she
discovered that one student was missing. Her efforts to receive an answer from the
students on the bus regarding the absence of the student were in vain. Thus, she called the
student to check what had happened. Following the conversation it became apparent that
the Student did not come on the tour and she is the one who asked one of her friends who

went on the tour to list her name and sign in her place.

I would like to note that the student who listed the accused Student's name on the
attendance sheet did not say anything about the fraudulent listing when the students were

asked regarding the absence of the accused Student. There is no doubt that in this case it
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would have been appropriate to find the said Student and bring him before a disciplinary

hearing since he cooperated in the attempt to deceive which was disclosed.

5. At the beginning of the hearing the Student already admitted to committing the offenses of
which she has been accused. The Student explained that the reasons for her actions were
due to personal family causes and also presented documents testifying to the truth of her

statements and I was convinced that she was telling the truth.

6. In light of the Student's admission, I have decided to convict the Student of the offenses of

which she has been accused as detailed in paragraph 1 above.

7. As for the appropriate punishment in this case I will note that this case involves a
wrongful act which has no place in an institute like the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya.
The attempt to gain rights in the framework of her studies by means of a deceitful act and
misrepresentation of information are unacceptable acts. Thus, the punishment needs to be
severe enough to deter and eradicate this type of phenomenon from our midst. In my
opinion, the personal circumstances of the Student as she described them, no matter how
difficult they may have been, cannot justify the actions of the student and I do not believe

it is appropriate to be more lenient with the punishment due to the circumstances.
Conclusion

8. In light of the aforementioned, I have decided to impose the following punishment on the

Student:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the first

semester of the 2012/13 academic year.

b. 30 hours of community service under the supervision of the Dean of Student Affairs
Office. The Student shall not receive entitlement to her degree before completing this

community service.

c. Conditional suspension for one year. The condition shall remain valid the 2012-2013

academic year and shall be imposed should the Student commit any dishonest offense.
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This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Adyv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer



