..k
e

*TMINNIAN
mIxINn

E3

- .

The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

August 8, 2013

Disciplinary File No. 22/2013
In the Matter of Student A — (Hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

This case concerns a Student who is in his first year of studies at the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Student™). A complaint was filed against the Student in which he
is accused of infracting instructions and disobeying the instructions of the authorities at the
Center, as detailed in clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(1), 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The Disciplinary Regulations) for photographing 3-4
pages of an exam form of one of the students in his class (hereinafter: "The exam form™) and
uploaded it onto Facebook.

1.

On July 25, 2013 a hearing was held in regard to this file with the participation of the
Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Ms. Ariela Rada, the acting Committee
Coordinator, the Student, a representative of the Student Union who argued in his defense,
and the undersigned.

This case concerns a short exam (what is termed "a multiple choice exam™) in which the
Lecturer of the course was present in the classroom without other proctors. At the end of
the exam after the accused Student gave in his exam to the Lecturer and left the room, a
constructive dialogue developed among a group of students who had just finished their
exam. During the discussion the students conversed about the questions answered and
compared the answers each one had given.

During the passionate discussion — according to the accused Student — when he wanted to
prove something about one of the questions asked on the exam, he went back into the
classroom, to the pile of exams that were on the Lecturer's table and took pictures of 3-4
pages of the exam form — of one of the students in the class (hereinafter: "Student B") —
which was on the top of the pile of the exams forms that had been handed in. All this
took place without the Lecturer noticing anything. After the accused student took a picture
of the exam form of Student B he uploaded the files to a group of the study track on
Facebook. Naturally Student B was not aware of the fact that another student in his class
took photographs of part of his exam.

Another important thing which should be noted is that in the course under discussion in
this case the class was divided into two groups in accordance with the major defined in
the study program. The first group, to which the accused student belonged, was given the
exam in the morning. The second group was supposed to take the exam on the same day
in the afternoon. The exam form for both groups was identical despite the fact that the two
groups were given the exams at different times. After the teaching staff realized that
several questions on the exam were placed on Facebook, and there was a chance that
some of the students were exposed to them they decided to cancel the exam.

We should already note that in his first response, before the hearing began, the Student
admitted that he indeed took a photograph of the exam form of Student B which was on
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10.

11.

12.

the Lecturer's table and he uploaded it onto Facebook. Furthermore, the Student
apologized in writing to the teaching staff, expressed his sincere regret, took full
responsibility for his actions and seemingly he has internalized the severity of his actions.
However, the Student noted that the reason he photographed the exam form and uploaded
the files to the internet had to do with the discussion mentioned above and to prove that he
was correct. Moreover, the Student noted that he had no idea that it was prohibited to
make any use of the exam form since there are exams in which the form can be taken
from the exam room after the exam and alternatively older exams can be found on the
course and/or on the student union sites. In addition, he noted that at no stage had he or
could he have known that the other group of friends who were to take the exam in the
afternoon would be given the same exam as the one given to the group in the morning.
Further to these claims, the Student Union Representative argued that since the act was
done innocently and heaven forbid not with the aim of distributing the exam to students
who had not yet taken it, only conditional punishment and community service should be
imposed.

In contrast, the Complainant argued that even if it is not explicitly stated that no use
should be made of the exam, the act committed is considered crossing the line since the
Student "invaded the Lecturer's private space” in her words, by going to her table without
permission and photographing the material of another student. Therefore and in light of
the severity of his actions, conditional punishment and community service is not
sufficient, and punishment of disqualification of the course should be imposed.

As stated, there is no dispute that the Student indeed committed the act of which he has
been accused as he has already admitted. Furthermore, | accept some of the arguments
made by the Student and the Student Union Representative. Indeed | am convinced that
the Student had not intended to deceive the teaching staff and to publicize the exam form
which would deceivingly assist the other students in the course who had not yet taken the
exam. | accept the Student's version, that he did not know and/or could not know that his
peers in the second group were supposed to take exactly the same exam and at no time
had he intended to harm the integrity of the exams and/or delude the teaching staff in
regard to the second group who had not yet taken the exam.

Nonetheless, | have found flaws in how the Student acted. In my opinion, the fact that the
Student permitted himself to approach the Lecturer's table and photograph material that
was not his is severe. The Student had no right to do so and also conceal it from the
Lecturer.

Furthermore, the fact that the Student took photographs of Student B's exam without his
knowledge or approval and posted answers from it for other classmates to see is very
serious. As a result of the accused Student's conduct, Student B was the one suspected of
photographing his own exam form and uploading parts of it onto Facebook. This
suspicion led to a complaint filed against Student B and disciplinary proceedings were
initiated against him, which evidently were canceled when it became apparent that the
Student photographed the exam form.

In concluding this matter, I am convicting the Student — based on his admission — of
infracting clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(l) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations.
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13. As for punishment, | believe the appropriate and fitting punishment for the act committed
by the Student — while taking into consideration the damage to the Lecturer of the course
and to Student B, who was accused for no reason — is as follows:

a.  Forty hours of community service under the supervision of the office of the Dean
of Student Affairs. The Student shall not receive his degree or certification of
fulfillment of his requirements for his degree before he has completed the said
community service.

b.  Conditional suspension for one semester. The condition shall remain valid for two
years and shall be enacted if the Student is convicted of an offense similar to the one
in this case

c.  Write a letter of apology to Student B.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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