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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 38/2010
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

September 15, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves a student who has completed her first year of studies in psychology at
the Interdisciplinary Center. During an exam in the course "The Biological Foundations of
Psychology" (hereinafter: "the course") suspicion arose that the Student cheated on the exam by
having forbidden material in her possession as detailed in the letter of complaint (hereinafter:
"the complaint"). Consequently the Student has been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(c),
2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: "The Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked and the Student represented by the Student Union
Representative, Mr. Or Diskin were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of
Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee on Tuesday the 10th of August
2010.

B. HEARING

3.

The Honorable Complainant repeated the accusations against the Student and the suspicion that
the Student had forbidden material in her possession during the exam. The Complainant
presented a small slip with notes in handwriting brought to the exam by the Student.

The Student admitted to bringing forbidden material into the exam and she wholeheartedly
apologized for the incident. Very emotionally she testified and took full responsibility for the
incident. The Student knew that it was forbidden to have material in her possession during the
exam and expressed her sincere regret for her actions.

Based on her admission of quilt the Student is convicted of infracting clauses 2(c), 2(f) and
2(Kk) of the Disciplinary Code.

C. PUNISHMENT

6.

The Honorable Complainant noted that there is minimum punishment of suspension for one
semester and left the matter of timing to the discretion of the Disciplinary Officer. She mentioned
that there are very difficult personal circumstances in this case and the Dean of the School asked
that the punishment be imposed at the end of her studies and not at the present. The
Representative of the Student Union asked to emphasize and to take into consideration that the
Student admitted to committing the offense, confessed, took responsibility and that her difficult
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family situation led her to take this drastic action. Many impressive letters of recommendations
indicating the quality of the Student with a background of honors and volunteer work was
presented to me.

7. The Student expressed her sincere regret and her willingness to bear the punishment.

8.  After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the character of the act of the Student and on the other hand to the fact that she took
full responsibility and expressed her sincere regret, to her special personal situation which
was raised during the hearing and to the request of the Dean of the School, I have decided to
impose the following punishment:

1. Suspension from studies for one semester which will take effect at the end of her studies.
2. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or any identifying detail.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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