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On Thursday, June 6, 2024
Reichman University resolved to honor

CAPTAIN KARNI GEZ

Caprain Karni Gez, the commander of the first female tank company in the IDE, made history alongside the soldiers under her command when they became the first female combat soldiers
to engage in armored combat. In their battle on October 7, they saved the lives of many civilians of the Gaza Envelope communities, proving that, as the IDF Armored Corps motto says,
along with the “man in the tank,” the woman in the tank will also win.

Karni Gez was born in Jerusalem in April 2000, the second of six children in her family. She was raised and educated in Ashdod. In her youth, she served as an instructor in the framework
of the Ministry of Education’s Shelach Young Leadership Program, which focuses on nature, land and society. She also took part in a combat fitness program.

Captain Gez enlisted in the IDF in November 2018. She was assigned to the Caracal Battalion, a light infantry mixed-gender unitin the Border Protection Corps, and completed the training
course with distinction. Subsequently, upon completing the squad commanders course, she assumed command of fighters stationed along the Egyptian border.

In March 2021, after completing the officers course, Gez underwent an Armored Corps course in preparation for the launch of a pilot program to train female armored crews. Approximately
four months later, she took command of the training department for female tank soldiers, and then served as a platoon commander of an operational unit stationed at the border. On Rosh
Hashanah 2022, Gez was honored as the outstanding soldier of the IDF’s 80th division.

Upon completing the company commanders course, in July 2023 Gez was promoted to the rank of captain and appointed as the commander of the Pere Company in the Caracal Battalion —
the first and only armored company in the IDF composed solely of female fighters. The company operates Merkava Siman 4 tanks, and is deployed at the Egyptian border.

On the morning of October 7, Captain Gez was on standby with other soldiers at their base in Nitzana, approximately 40 kilometers south of the Gaza border. As initial reports of a terrorist
infiltration into Israeli territory began to surface, Gez made the decision to deploy a tank and another armored vehicle, the “Katlan.” They quickly advanced north, and went up road 232
until they reached a breach in the border fence. There, they fought off dozens of terrorists with shells and machine gun fire. Captain Gez mobilized her company from their homes along
with two additional tanks from the base in Nitzana. These reinforcements arrived and assisted in the battle at the fence and the kibbutzim in the arca.

Captain Gez ordered one of the tanks to stay and defend the breach in the fence, while dispatching another tank to Kibbutz Sufa, where the crew managed to fend
off Hamas terrorists together with special forces, assisting in the defense of the kibbutz. Gez herself led a third rank towards Kibbutz Holit. There, after neutralizing
several terrorists and breaking through the iron gate of the kibbutz, they waged a heroic hours-long battle alongside forces from the Shaldag unit and the Peled counter-
terrorism unit. The female tank company, under Captain Gez's command, fought against dozens of terrorists for a total of 17 hours until they secured the small kibbutz.
In the weeks that followed, Captain Gez continued to lead the combat soldiers of the Pere Company in various military activities in the area of Rafah as part of the “Iron Swords” War.

In March, Gez and her soldiers were awarded a Medal of Distinction by the Peres Center for Peace and Innovation for 2024.

In appreciation of her leadership and the bravery and fulness she d d together with the tank crews of the Pere Company during the difficult hours of October 7,
and of their decisive actions that helped save the lives of numerous residents of Kibbutz Holit and the Gaza Envelope communities; and with gratitude for her role, and that of all
female fighters, in dispelling any doubts about the capability of women to successfully assume combat roles in the IDE,

Capt. Karni Gez is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of Reichman University
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