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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.

989N 2INNIAN 199N
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20/2015 "Oon NyNWN PN
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IMNY OYTPN 19D 19NV D PN D
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) YT VITIVDNY YD2M) JNDXND VITIVDD I Y2TNVY D2 NN NNWI DONY NMINID YT NDMIN VITIVON
DV MTH MNY NN PI 2ND VLITIVDN D PNIAN IHND .(ODY 2WNNN TONI PININ NMX THNN
VNN TIVY VIDNI THND DY ITYN DX 2N 1219 927N .29 HON 12) NN NP2 PHaN 901N .N»PNIAN

.C 102 mviv DTvN DXX¥IP 2 123NN NPNIAN YT TN

YO0 AP 2 .C P02 WNNY DINIAPN MY NN NNIYD MDD IUN GO DXIAVNND WX PN THNN .5
.1PN2AY OPVLIMNMDT Y N

NYNIAN NMIY YNIN D NTIN VITIVON IMOMNN DY WS WIAM D ONPNI NTIN VITIVON TN ToNNa .6
TIY .NPNAN TONN DN NYND DOPYW TN DY ,NNT AWNNA DINAPH 2 NN NNYD 1D NHRTPIN 9911 Nyva
Sy XND2 NN PN ,)MIYLD DD 99N THND DYNY 19D 7NV NDY 1YY 12592 DIVNPY YIS
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

September 24, 2015

Disciplinary File No 20/2015
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the

Student") against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed accusing him of committing
disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(m), 2(t) of the
Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the
Disciplinary Regulations). The Student was accused of the following. During a closed
book exam in an academic course, 2 files containing material relevant to the exam
were found on a lab computer which the student used to take his exam. The files
were saved on the computer by the Student before he began the exam as described
below.

On September 8, 2015 a hearing concerning this file was held with the participation of
the Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a representative from the
Student Union, Ms. Neta Lee Shapiro, Acting Committee Coordinator, Ms. Nava
Gonen and the undersigned. During the hearing the testimony of a tutor in the lab who
was present during the exam (hereinafter: "the tutor") was heard.

The Student has permission to write his exams on a computer. Therefore, the Student
takes his exams in a special computer classroom. This was a closed book exam
which began at 09:00 in the morning. The accused Student arrived at the classroom
by 7:45 am, went to one of the computers and uploaded 2 files containing material for
the exam. The files were saved on one of the computer directories. The tutor noticed
the Student early in the morning and asked why he was in the exam room so early
and the Student replied that he had a "ride" and that is why he arrived so early.

About 50 minutes after the start of the exam, the Student aroused the tutor's
suspicion. Therefore the tutor took control of the computer on which the accused
Student was writing his exam to see if all was as it should be (without disturbing the
Student taking the exam and without the Student knowing that the tutor was observing
his computer screen from a distance). The tutor noticed that the Student wrote only a
few lines on the exam sheet. Moreover, he noticed two files open with a lot of
contents. This of course strengthened his suspicion. In a search that he made on the
computer during the exam 2 suspicious files were discovered on drive C.

The tutor summoned another computer professional who was able to save the two
files that appeared on drive C. The 2 files contained material relevant to the exam.

During the hearing the Student admitted to the offenses of which he was accused and
expressed his regret for his behavior. The Student admitted that he came to the exam
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room early in the morning in order to save the 2 files on the computer so that he
would be able to use them during the exam. He also noted that he came to campus
with his own car and he did not have "a ride" like he had said in response to the tutor's
question as noted above. According to the Student, he was under pressure as a result
of personal matters and also, his grade average had went down and thus he acted in
the manner he did. During the hearing | read each of the offenses of which he was
accused and he admitted to all of them.

Thus, | am convicting the Student of infracting the clauses of the regulations as
described in the beginning of this decision.

Arguments for punishment: The Student claimed that due to various economic
difficulties, and this is not the place to go into details about them, he is in a stressful
period. Furthermore, he noted many family and personal issues which he claims are a
burden on him. Thus, the Student Union Representative asked that only conditional
suspension and disqualification of the course be imposed on the Student. The
Complainant, on the other hand, emphasized that the severity of the offense calls for
suspension for one semester and disqualification of the course.

It is clear that the Student carefully planned his actions while making an effort to come
to the exam room about 1 hour and 15 minutes before the start of the exam in order to
save the forbidden material on the computer to be used by him during the exam. The
Student even tried to deceive the tutor who asked him why he arrived so early to the
exam room. The Student replied innocently that by chance he came to the exam room
so early because he had a "ride", while he himself knew that he was not telling the
truth since he arrived in his own car.

Clearly, cheating on an exam is one of the most serious offenses in the Disciplinary
Regulations. A Student trying to cheat on an exam while deceiving the proctors in an
attempt to conceal his actions, should receive severe and significant punishment
which expresses our revulsion from the act and at the same time sends a clear and
deterring message to the students that acts of deceit on exams and academic
dishonesty will result in significant punishment.

10.1t should be noted that in the case under discussion | refrained from imposing

community service on the Student because according to his testimony he is in a
challenging economic situation at the moment and thus it would be better that he
invest his time and effort in his work.

11.In light of the above | decided that the appropriate punishment under the

circumstances of this case is:

a. Suspension for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the first
semester of the 2015-2016 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course.

c. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester if the Student shall
commit an offense similar to the one in this case. The conditional suspension
shall remain valid until the end of the 2016-2017 academic year.
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This decision shall be published without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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