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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

November 29, 2020

Disciplinary File 12/2020
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

a. Introduction

1.

The accused student is studying towards her bachelor's degree in psychology
(single major) at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Student").
The Student was accused in two separate disciplinary complaints that relate to
an exam and to a final paper in two different courses (hereinafter: "the first
course" and "the second course") given by two different lecturers.

The Complaints are based on two complaints concerning cheating on an exam
and/or disobeying instructions relating to the moed alef exam in the first course (the
exam constitutes 90% of the final grade), and a second complaint that relates to
cheating on a final paper and/or disobeying instructions concerning the final paper
in the second course (the final paper constitutes 85% of the final grade).

Thus the Student is accused of infracting clauses 2(c) and/or 2(f) and infracting
clauses 2(d) and 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary
Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and recorder of the protocol, Ms. Orit Laser, Mr. Matan Patman, an
observer on behalf of the Student Union and the Student herself, who was
represented by Ms. Sapir Haimof, were present at the hearing held in the matter of
the Student on Wednesday, the 11t of November 2020 (at 10:00) by means of a
visual committee due to the Corona crisis (with the consent of all of the parties).

b. The Question of Guilt

5.

| would like to open with the question of the accusation concerning the two
complaints, because the honorable Ms. Haimof and the Student asked at the
beginning of the hearing to admit to the accusations in the complaint, as they did in
writing in the letter of response to the complaint before the hearing.

In light of the Student's admission both of cheating on the exam and of cheating on
the final paper, | decided to convict her of infracting clauses 2(c) and 2(d) of the
Disciplinary Regulations in accordance with the two complaints.

| would like to state right away that the Student should be credited for the fact that
immediately at the start of the hearing she took full responsibility for her wrongful
acts, and in her words, "there are no words to describe how humiliated | feel,
that | was wrong, | am sorry for what happened and if | could go back | would
not do it again. Now | understand my mistake, it has never happened before, |
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know that all of my personal circumstances are just an excuse, | take all of
the guilt upon myself..." (pp. 1-2 of the protocol).

c. Question of Punishment

8.

10.

11.

12.

As stated | decided to convict the Student of both accusations in light of her double
admission of cheating. Now the question of the appropriate punishment should be
discussed.

The Honorable Complainant on her part emphasized the credit due to the Student
for taking full responsibility and her very unique circumstances, which, for reasons
of preserving her right to privacy, | will refrain from detailing, and in contrast she
emphasized the fact that this case concerns two severe complaints. Under the
special circumstances of this case of two complaints the learned Complainant did
not insist on specific punishment and has left the matter of punishment to my
discretion.

Ms. Haimof and Mr. Patman, the representatives of the Student, emphasized the
personal circumstances of the Student and asked that punishment of
disqualification of the two courses and postponement of two semesters in receiving
her degree be suffice, while noting that the Student has almost completed her
studies towards her bachelor's degree and she had only one semester remaining.
Ms. Shaked kindly agreed to the request of the representatives in light of the fact
that the Student has taken full responsibility for her actions and in light of the
special circumstances as stated.

| have taken into consideration the full and sincere admission of the Student in both
complaints, the severity of the acts and the difficult personal circumstances, the
Student's fate and | have decided to accept the position of the parties, which is in
accord with the minimum punishment determined in the Disciplinary Regulations.

Consequently | am imposing the following punishment on the Student (from severe
to lenient

(1) Because the Student is in her final year of studies, punishment of
postponement in receiving certification of completion of her academic
requirements of her studies towards her degree and/or any document
testifying to the completion of her studies for a period of eight months.
The postponement will take effect on the date the Student shall fully
complete all of her academic requirements towards her degree.

(2) Disqualification of the two courses.

d. Conclusion

13.

As stated, | decided to convict the Student with reference to both complaints and
impose the punishment as stated in paragraph 12.



D
¥

*ITMINNIMAN
HirAah)

Dol

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or providing any other
identifying detail.

Entitlement to appeal is in accordance with clause 5 of the Disciplinary Regulations.

_vg

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer



