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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya
February 3, 2013

Disciplinary File 2/2013
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. The case under discussion involves a student in his second year of studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. The Student was accused of committing offenses and
breaching sections 2(a), 2(h), 2(k) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: *"The Disciplinary Regulations™). The Student was
accused of speaking in a blatant and offensive manner when exchanging words with the
Instructor in the course.

2. OnJanuary 10, 2013 a hearing was held in reference to this case with the participation of
the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked Ms. Ariella Rada, the Committee
Coordinator, the accused Student, and the undersigned. Likewise, the Lecturer appeared
during the hearing and presented his version and viewpoint of the Student's actions.

3. As stated, in an exchange of words between the Student and the Instructor of the course,
the Student expressed resentment concerning the Instructor's attitude towards him. He
claimed that the low grade he received in the course is the direct result of tendentious
checking of the exam with the aim of damaging his achievements. Before slightly
expanding about the process of the hearing and in light of the severity and the blatant
language the Student decided to use with the Lecturer and the Instructor, | decided to
present the statements as quoted:

""Now that everything is over, and there is a grade after the appeal, | can say what is on

my chest. Of course | have no proof, but | am pretty certain that the checking of my

exam was not anonymous the way it was supposed to be and the grade was accordingly.
Then again though the grade does not essentially matter to me it does in principle, since

I do not plan to serve as a servant of one of the most prestigious offices and | am

certain that | do not plan to be an escort for some impressive jurisprudent... | will be

satisfied with a place that knows how to respect me... and nonetheless I would like to
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inform you that | am taking back the apology | sent you in the middle of the semester...
I understood that you were right when you said that there is no need to apologize and |
understood that I made a mistake by apologizing. I know how to admit to mistakes when
I make them.

P.S. You were able to bring down my average from 94.5 to 93, but your grade is not
relevant in the total grade average.” (The bold print and underlines do not appear in the
original text; S. M.)

Despite the severity of the statements, and before the legal proceedings began, the
Lecturer gave the Student the opportunity to rethink his manner of expression and to
retract the harsh words which have no truth to them whatsoever. However the Student
rejected the Lecturer's offer and refused to retract his statements.

Even during the hearing, the Lecturer and the Complainant took the educational and
forgiving approach towards the Student. From their perspective, had the Student been
willing to internalize the severity of his actions and apologize, this case would have
ended. Their approach stemmed from a sincere and true aim of educating so that the
Student would correct his course of action for his benefit in his future profession and in
his future endeavors in general. It is obvious that the approach of these two falls within
the known proverb "For whom he loves he rebukes".

However, the attempts of the Complainant, the Lecturer and even the undersigned to
cause the Student to internalize that no matter what he feels towards the instructor, there is
no reason to verbally attack her in such a blatant manner in order to hurt her feelings, fell
on deaf ears. The Student was adamant about not retracting his statements and
apologizing for his insult. Moreover, during the hearing the Student mentioned in such a
manner that cannot be construed in any other way that the blatant words written to the
Instructor were intended to insult and hurt her since she "hurt him" during the course. "1
believe that when someone is disrespectful towards me I have the right to protect my
honor. I feel that this was the only thing I did, I protected my honor" (p. 8 of the
protocol).

One thing the Student was willing to retract was the use of the disgraceful expression
which humiliated the instructor as a woman. And in the words of the Student:
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"l admit that | apologize for humiliating a woman. | would like to rewrite the letter in a
different way which would still constitute an insult (to the Instructor; S. M.) for the
insult I felt but without humiliating women since | have no intention of insulting
women as | believe in women's rights™ (p. 8 of the protocol).

In relation to the Student's claims against the Instructor and/or Lecturer, it was clarified to

the Student several times, that he must contact the relevant dean in order to investigate his

claims. In any case, whatever claims he may have, there is no justification whatsoever for
using such a severe, blatant and crude language of a personal level against her. The

Student's adamancy to insult and offend the Instructor must be condemned and I regret

that the Student chose to channel his energy to humiliating an employee of the

Interdisciplinary Center. It is worthy to note that from the Lecturer's statements seemingly

the Instructor did her job devotionally and was praised by many students in the course.

In light of the aforesaid, | have decided to convict the Student of offenses 2(a), 2(h), 2(k)

and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations. Due to the severity of the offense and the fact

that the Student refused to apologize for his actions I have decided to impose the
following punishment on the Student:

a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Sixty hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program supervised by the Dean of Student Affairs Office. The Student shall not
receive any certification testifying to the completion of the requirements towards his
degree before the said community service has been completed.

d. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester. The condition shall remain
valid for a period of three years and shall take effect should the Student be convicted

of the same offenses of which he was convicted in this case.

I hope the Student has internalized the severity of his actions and that he shall understand that
brutally rebuking someone will not necessarily lead to a positive outcome; exactly the
opposite.

This decision shall be publicized without the name of the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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