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Disciplinary File No. 9/2022
In the case of Student A (hereinafter: The student).

August 2, 2022

Decision

1. The student is studying towards her bachelor's degree in law and business
administration at Reichman University (hereinafter: "the Student”). The student has
been accused in a disciplinary complaint, based on a complaint filed by a lecturer,
concerning the suspicion of cheating on a homework assignment and/or infraction of
the instructions relating to a homework assignment in an online course taught by
means of asynchronous distance learning (hereinafter: "the course"). It should be
noted that this is a general elective course that the student learned during the second
semester of the 2021-2022 academic year. It should be emphasized that the course
staff should be commended for the discovery of the wrongful acts and for transferring

the matter to the disciplinary proceedings as required.

2. The complaint relates to a suspicion of double copying, which was discovered by the
course staff, in two homework assignments (assignment 1 and 2) that the student
submitted in the course, which is a general elective course, constituting two credit
points, which all university students are entitled to study as part of the general credits.
As mentioned, this is an online course (in a "distance learning" model), which
requires signing a "code of ethics" according to which students undertake, among
other things, to "write and submit the course assignments independently, using my
own words and making sure to cite sources." The code of ethics also emphasizes,
among other things, that "in the event that a task is found to have indeed been
copied (partially or fully), it will be transferred to the university's disciplinary
committee and treated with the proper severity in accordance with the

procedures," and this speaks for itself.
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3. In light of the lecturer's complaint regarding the recurrence of the suspicion of
copying, the honorable complainant decided to accuse the student of violating
sections 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the university's disciplinary regulations (hereinafter:

"the disciplinary regulations").

4. The Honorable Complainant, Mrs. Orly Shaked, of the Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and Protocol recorder, Ms. Orit Laser; and the student herself, who
was represented by her learned representative Mr. Itay Shemer, were present at the
hearing regarding the student's case that was held before me on campus on Tuesday,

the 2nd of August 2022 (at 11:00 a.m.),

S. During the hearing, the learned complainant was heard and the student's
representative was heard, who also submitted a thorough response to the complaint
and several important appendices prior to the hearing. Later, the student herself was
heard, who took full responsibility for the two copied submissions, as she had already
done in the letter, she sent even before the hearing and began with the words: "With
regard to her past - copying in the course ... '", I admit to the guilt and express
remorse and deep sorrow', and ends with the words: 'l really regret what
happened and I will never do it again...". It should be noted that the student, both in
writing and orally, tried to explain the forbidden acts while clarifying that she had not
seen the first warning letter regarding the suspicion of copying on the first
assignment, which she received in her student email box and not her private email
account, and thus continued to copy on the second assignment as well®. Later, the
student shared her personal and family circumstances, that should not be elaborated
upon for reasons of privacy, which led to the fact that for the past year she has been
experiencing a very difficult period and is in a difficult emotional state, which even
constituted a major factor in those forbidden "shortcuts" that she committed in the

course which is the subject of the complaints.

1. It should be clarified that Student took full responsibility for the oversight concerning the email,
but only wanted to clarify that she simply did not know about the suspicion raised against her,
because if she had she been aware of the same suspicion she would have immediately pleaded
guilty and certainly would not have dared to submit another copied assignment.
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The student's admission to the double cheating both in writing before the hearing and
orally during the hearing normally would justify a double conviction of cheating and
appropriate and deterrent punishment. And all the more so, where there the acts relate
to an online course that requires that every student demonstrate a higher moral ethical
level than usual and therefore even requires the internalization and signing of the

same code of ethics as aforesaid.

In our case, it should be mentioned that the conviction of a law student of a
disciplinary offense based on fraud may lead to the Israel Bar Association
refraining from registering a candidate as an intern for a period of time to be
determined at its discretion [in this context see and compare District Plea (District,
Jerusalem) 58062-10-10 Leibowitz v. The Israel Bar Association (paras. 10-12)
(published in Nevo, 31.3.2011)], and the statements speak for themselves and were

mentioned by the parties during the hearing before me.

Under the special circumstances of this case and in light of the student's personal and
family circumstances and taking into account the consequences of a double
conviction of such fraud, the parties agreed to settle for a double conviction of
infracting the instructions relating to a homework assignment. After considering the
circumstances of the case and the circumstances of the student, and in light of the
position of the parties acceptable to me in this special case, I hereby determine that
the student will be convicted of a double violation of the instructions relating to

homework in accordance with section 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations. And it

should be immediately emphasized that the student will face permanent expulsion

if, heaven forbid, she should once again commit any offense of dishonesty during

the entire period of her undergraduate studies!

The double conviction of the student requires that the punishment be adjusted to the
offense, taking into account the obligation to give some weight to the difficult

personal and family circumstances of the Student.

After weighing all the circumstances, including the fact of reducing the charge from

cheating to infraction of instructions and while giving the necessary weight to the
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difficult personal and family circumstances of the student before me and the full
confession of committing the double prohibited act of fraud and her expression of
remorse, | reached the decision to impose on the, Student, as stated, the_the most

severe conditional punishment of permanent expulsion for anv disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud and this for the entire period of her

undergraduate studies at the university. In addition, I found it necessary to

disqualify the course that is the subject of this complaint; in addition, to impose 40

hours of community service on the Student, which will be carried out under the

guidance and supervision of the Office of the Dean of Students within six months of

the beginning of the first semester of 2022-2023. The student will not receive

certification of eligibility to receive her degree and/or certification attesting to the
completion of her studies before completing this quota of hours. To complete the
hours, the student must contact Ms. Galit Zvi, Vice Dean and Head of the
Scholarships Department, by email: gzvi@idc.ac.il. It is hereby clarified that no
overlap will be permitted between the projects carried out by scholarship recipients

and those imposed in the framework of a disciplinary offense.

11. This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any

other identifying details.
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Dr. Assaf Porat
Commissioner of Discipline



