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Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press, “The New Era of Counterforce: Technological Change and the
Future of Nuclear Deterrence”, International Security, Vol. 41, No. 4 (Spring 2017), 9-49
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
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“We learned the difficult lesson that when America does not lead, malign actors fill the void
to the disadvantage of the United States. When America does lead, however, from a position

of strength and confidence and in accordance with our interests and values, all benefit.”
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“North Korea seeks the capability to kill millions of Americans with nuclear weapons. Iran

supports terrorist groups and openly calls for our destruction.” (p. 7)

“The longer we ignore threats from countries determined to proliferate and develop weapons
of mass destruction, the worse such threats become, and the fewer defensive options we

have.” (p. 26)

“China and Russia want to shape a world antithetical to U.S. values and interests.... Russia
wants to restore its great power status... Russia aims to weaken U.S. influence in the world

and divide us from our allies and partners.” (p. 25)

“China and Russia ... are contesting our geopolitical advantages and trying to change the

international order in their favor.” (p. 27)

“Allies and partners magnify our power. We expect them to shoulder a fair share of the

burden of responsibility to protect against common threats.” (p. 4)

“Our allies and partners must also contribute capabilities, and demonstrate the willingness to

confront shared threats.” (p. 26)

“The future that we face is ours to win or lose. History suggests that Americans will rise to
the occasion and that we can shift trends back in favor of the United States, our allies, and

our partners.” (p. 28)

“Fear of escalation will not prevent the United States from defending our vital interests and

those of our allies and partners.” (p. 31)
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