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June 5, 2017

Disciplinary File 8/2017
In the matter of Student A (Hereinafter: the Student)

1.

Decision

The case under discussion concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya, against whom a complaint was filed accusing him of committing disciplinary
offenses and infracting clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations"). After checking a
seminar paper (hereinafter: "the paper") suspicion arose that parts of the paper were
copied from several sources as detailed below.

On May 25, 2017 a hearing was held with the participation of the Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, the accused student, a
Representative of the Student Union, Ofir Gerber, and the undersigned.

Upon checking the paper the Lecturer suspected that parts of the paper were copied
from different sources. Consequently, from an examination that the Lecturer conducted,
which included inter alia a search of the Internet, it became apparent that several
paragraphs were copied word for word from several sources, some academic and others
Internet sources, without any citation whatsoever in the paper.

The Student sent his written response (without noting the date) even before the hearing
in this matter began and stated that he worked hard in order to write the paper but he
understands that he was mistaken in the way he wrote it. Here are a few of the things he
wrote in his words: "Apparently I crossed the line too far in using sources and for not
ensuring that the citations were uniform in the seminar paper.... Seemingly the fear of
failing had an effect on me and caused me to stress out. Of course I am not trying to make
excuses for the accusations against me but it is very important to me that I complete my
degree so that it will not affect my apprenticeship in September.

Even during the hearing the Student again admitted that several paragraphs of his final
paper were copied from different sources. He claimed that it would have been appropriate
to cite them in the paper according to the accepted rules of citation and not to hide them
since it gives the impression that he wrote it. He also claimed that he had no intention of
copying and/or deceiving the Lecturer and he now understands that his way of handling of
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the matter was wrong. The Student apologized and expressed his sincere regret while
taking responsibility for his actions.

6. It is clear that parts of the Student's work were copied from other sources that were not
cited in the paper in any manner whatsoever. With this conduct the Student created
misrepresentation whereby the contents of his paper — that is the copied parts — were his
own work; he is the one who proofed and drafted the ideas as a result of much work and
effort and independent thought. With that the Student infracted the basic rules of ethics
when writing an academic paper.

Thus, and in light of the Student's admission, I am convicting him of infracting clause 2(d)
of the Disciplinary Regulations which concerns fraud or misrepresentation on a seminar

paper.

7. Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative claimed that the Student took responsibility for his actions, internalized its
severity and expressed his sincere regret. The Student Union Representative also claimed
that since the Student was in his fourth and last year of studies towards his degree and
actually in about one month he will be completing his studies suspension is not relevant
but instead only punishment of postponing his entitlement to his degree. In relation to this
he claimed and noted that since the Student is supposed to begin his apprenticeship soon,
in September 2017, there is true concern that the punishment of postponement in his
entitlement to his degree will prevent him from being able to begin his apprenticeship due
to the lack of the appropriate certifications that he needs to present to the law office in
which he is supposed to begin his apprenticeship.

8. With this he related to the meaning of the conviction of the offense of deceit and the
possible implications on his future profession as a lawyer and in more detail he noted that
the mere conviction itself can hinder his future plans to take the bar exams, which is a
threshold stipulation to becoming a member of the Israeli Bar Association. The Student
Union Representative clarified that the Israeli Bar Association requires that the legal
apprentices must sign an affidavit declaring that they have no convictions during their
academic studies. Again the Student Union Representative emphasized that the conviction
in itself will affect the Student's changes of getting approval to take the bar exam and
become a full-fledged lawyer.

9.  In summation the Student Union Representative noted that the conviction of fraud and
punishment of postponement in receiving his entitlement to his degree might cause the
Student significant and irreparable damage to the point that he will not be able to perform
his legal apprenticeship and become a lawyer in the coming years. Consequently this will
cause the Student grave financial damage and in practical terms the loss of four years of
academic studies and the accompanying history. Thus he requested that we avoid
imposing punishment of postponement in his entitlement to his degree so that the Student
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will be able to begin his apprenticeship on time and later take his bar exams in about 18
months.

The Complainant noted that the matter before us concerns copying on a seminar paper
which is one of the most severe disciplinary offenses that appear in the Disciplinary
Regulations. She claimed that due to the fact that the Student is completing his studies in
approximately one month he cannot be suspended from studies. in practice she asked that
we impose punishment of postponement of bestowing the Student the entitlement to his
degree at the discretion of the Tribunal.

As stated, this case concerns copying on a seminar paper; parts of the Student's work
were copied without citing the source and with the intent of misrepresentation of the
accused student composing and conceptualizing the ideas and the arguments presented in
the paper. Seemingly the Student chose the easy way when he submitted his seminar paper
with parts copied without taking the effort of citing them as required of a student when
writing an academic paper. In this manner he attempted to receive a grade for a paper
comprising only parts of his work without putting forth much effort and not according to
his true abilities and skills.

Offenses of this type and under these circumstances require suspension from studies as
stated in the Disciplinary Regulations. Nonetheless, due to the fact that the Student is
completing his studies in approximately one month it is not possible to impose
punishment of suspension from studies. However, due to the severity of the offense it is
appropriate to impose other significant punishment such as postponing his entitlement to
his degree as requested by the Complainant.

There is no dispute that punishment of postponement in his entitlement to his degree
will directly harm the professional future of the Student and may prevent the Student from
performing his apprenticeship (as stated the Student is supposed to begin his
apprenticeship in September 2017). Moreover, the concern of the Student Union
Representative that the mere fact of the conviction of fraud in writing a seminar paper
will prevent the student from taking the bar exams on time and will make it difficult for
him to be admitted to the Israeli Bar Association is justified.

Apparently conviction of fraud when writing an academic paper together with
punishment of postponement in the entitlement to his degree will harm or unfortunately
will delay the course of the Student's professional life. Nevertheless, in light of the
circumstances he has nobody to blame but himself. We have already noted in a long line
of disciplinary decisions that a student who chooses to copy on a seminar paper must
internalize that he himself is jeopardizing his academic, professional and economic future.
Moreover, a law student surely knows or to my regret should have known that conviction
of copying on a seminar paper may prevent him from engaging in the legal profession or
unfortunately delay him from doing so.

2™7%70 MInn1an ™INn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :oj7o | 09 9527272 :7v | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'72x2n 167 .T.n



<
¥

*ITMINNIMAN
HirA'ah)
N

.-

15. The Student consciously chose to jeopardize his professional-economic future when
submitting a seminar paper with parts that were copied. Now when he has been caught he
must pay the price of his poor behavior. To my sincere regret the price that he must pay
for his conduct is heavy to the point of possible prevention of completing his legal
apprenticeship and the possibility of taking the bar exam on time and/or at all.

16. In summing up the aforesaid I have come to the conclusion that with no possibility of
suspending the Student from studies it is appropriate to postpone bestowing him his
entitlement to his degree for one year even though I am aware of the implications of the
conviction itself as well as the difficult implications of the punishment of delay in
bestowing him his entitlement to his degree immediately before the completion of his
studies and the beginning of his apprenticeship. The severity and the circumstances of the
offense necessitate severe and deterrent punishment in order to protect and safeguard
academic integrity at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya as well as the honorable and
upright students who attain their academic achievements based on their skills.
Consequently I have come to the decision that the proper and appropriate punishment
under the circumstances of this case is as follows:

a. Postponement of one year in the Student's entitlement to his degree. The
postponement will commence from the day the Student has completed all of his
academic requirements and is entitled to receive certification of his degree.

b. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be published to the students without naming the student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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