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H.E. Annalena Baerbock keynote address ?
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany

Some images, some words don't leave you. And
maybe they never will. Like the words | heard
from Yoni, whose wife Doron and two daughters
Raz and Aviv were cruelly taken by Hamas on 7
October. For endless days and nights, Yoni feared
for their lives. When the three were released on
25 November, it was a moment of immense joy - in
a time of enduring pain. One hundred and twenty
hostages are still being held in Gaza.

"I am just glad that my wife's grandmother did not
live to see this." That's what Yoni said, referring
:ﬁi-ién;fagﬁgal: gg:rr;O;g, mﬂicsgjézrr;%fign to Safta Tirtza, who was born in Munich and who

P i survived the Shoah. Yoni's words have stayed with
me since. The images of 7 October have stayed with me since. As a human, a parent. But also
as the Foreign Minister of a country that was responsible for the worst crime in history: the
Shoah, the state-planned murder of six million Jews - with the aim of extinguishing Judaism in
Europe. The Nazis hunted down Jews, dragged them out of their homes and murdered them
systematically and in cold blood.

The hope of Israel's founders was that Israel would be the place where Jews would never have to
experience this again, where they would be safe. On 7 October, this assurance was shaken to its
core, not only for Jews in Israel, but for people of the Jewish faith worldwide.

It was important to me to come to Israel directly after 7 October - in order to understand this
trauma. To meet with relatives of the hostages, like Yoni. To sit in the situation room in Netivot,
forcing myself to watch the horrific video of the 7 October atrocities. To see, to understand. And
to make sure that in everything we do, we help to prevent Hamas' cynical terrorist playbook from
succeeding.

I've been to this region ten times in nine months, and with every visit, my concerns have been
growing that we are slip-sliding towards a dead end... all together. This is why | am thankful for
your invitation to this conference. Because | believe we can only prevent this all together.

The security of the State of Israel is paramount for my country. It is part of our raison d'état, as
Chancellor Angela Merkel put it when she addressed the Knesset in 2008. You have heard that
many times from German politicians. But what does this mean - today, in this time of anguish? It
means standing up for Israel's security when it is under attack. A 7 October must never happen
again. It means saying very clearly that Israel has the right to defend itself, like any other country
in the world. Hamas wanted to destroy Israel's security, but also Israel's legitimacy.

Hamas started this war. And it must end this horror. Hamas must release all of the hostages -
some of whom are German citizens. Hamas must cease its attacks on Israel. It's Hamas who has
sought to spark a regional escalation with the help of its international backers.

Standing up for Israel’s security means reiterating this message again and again, particularly when
talking to those who are cynically seeking to move the focus away from the atrocities of 7 October.
This also means that Israel has the right to defend itself against Hizbollah's relentless attacks
in the north. It's Hizbollah who started this violence on 8 October, forcing tens of thousands of
Israelis from their homes.....

2. https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/newsroom/news/herzliya-conference/2664674
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H.E. Héléne Le Gal Address’
Managing Director for Middle East and North Africa,
European External Action Service

Good afternoon, good evening to you all. lived in
Israel for seven years, and it's always good to come
back!

It really is a pleasure for me to be back here at the
Herzliyah Conference, which is a key gathering to
discuss the future of Israel and the region. Thank
you very much for the invitation to address you
tonight and talk about EU-Israel relations.

The EU-Israel relationship is built on shared values,
including democratic values, and strategic interests.
Israel is one of our closest partners. The relationship ~ Hélene Le Gal, Managing Director for Middle East

) . . and North Africa, European External Action Service

is strong in many different areas: research and

innovation, tourism, environment, education, and of course business - the EU is by far Israel's most
important trading partner.

We also work together on fighting antisemitism. After the October 7 terrorist attacks on Israel, and
the unprecedented wave of antisemitism that swept Europe and other part of the world in its wake,
we acted immediately and decisively. We have accelerated the implementation of our EU Strategy
on combating antisemitism and fostering Jewish life. Launched in 2021, this comprehensive strategy
proposes almost 100 initiatives, three quarters of which have already been put in motion, aiming to
ensure that Jews in Europe can live their lives freely, safely and in line with their religious and cultural
traditions.

On 6 December 2023, we adopted the Communication "No place for hate: a Europe united against
hatred", to counter growing polarisation in European society. We provided new funding for the security
of Jewish communities (EUR 5 Mio). We committed to develop an EU Network of trusted flaggers & fact
checkers to address online antisemitism (EUR 1.5 Mio).

Antisemitism is a threat not only to the Jews, but to our democracy and the rule of law. And it goes
against our EU values. We have witnessed with recent protests and the glorification of terrorism how
antisemitism is also a threat to Europe’s security.

Let me now turn to the tragic events surrounding October 7. We all felt shocked beyond words by
the sheer brutality of the attacks, the horrible acts of sexual violence, the unacceptable kidnappings,
including of children and Holocaust survivors. And we condemned Hamas in the strongest possible
terms. EU leaders repeatedly and strongly emphasized Israel's right to defend itself in line with
international law and international humanitarian law.

The day after the attack, the Israeli flag lit up the European Commission building in Brussels in
solidarity with the people of Israel. On 11 October, the Presidents of the Parliament, the Council, and
the Commission, gathered together in front of the European Parliament, with MEPs and citizens, to
observe a minute of silence for the victims of Hamas, followed by the playing of “Hatikva" [Israel's
national anthem]......

3. https:/www.runi.ac.il/en/research-institutes/government/ips/herzliya-conference/hc2024/vod/le-gal/
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Decision Rules

Several decision rules can be examined.
br example:

Maximizing rule (Von Neuman and Morgenstern)
Satisficing rule [Simon)
Poliheuristic rule (Mintz & Geva)
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A Special Message From:

Sheryl Sandberg, Founder of the Sandberg Goldberg Bernthal Family Foundation,
Led the "Screams Before Silence” Documentary

A Conversation with The Executive Producer of “Screams Before Silence™:
Joey Low, Founder of "Israel At Heart” and Star Farm Ventures
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Keynote Address:

The U.S.-Israel Strategic Relationship:
The View From Washington

Dr. Phil Gordon, Assistant to the President of the United States and

<< anoyy National Security Advisor to the Vice President of the United States
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Héléne Le Gal

Service

Managing Director for Middle East and North Africa, European External Action

H.E Amb. Jacob J. Lew
U.S. Ambassador to Israel
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Keynote Address:
H.E. Annalena Baerbock

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany

Q&A session moderated by:
Amb. Jeremy Issacharoff
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Former Israel's Ambassador to Federal Republic of Germany
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Elliott Abrams, Former Deputy Assistant to the U.S. President for
Middle East Policy & Deputy National Security Adviser; Senior fellow
for Middle Eastern Studies (CFR), Washington, DC
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Roderich Kiesewetter, Member of the the Foreign Affairs Committee,
The German Parliament (Bundestag)

Antonia Dimou, Director, Middle East and Persian Gulf Unit, Institute for
Security and Defense Analysis, Greece
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Dr. Victoria Coates, Former Deputy National Security Advisor to the U.S.

President; Vice President, Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute

for National Security and Foreign Policy, The Heritage Foundation [ans
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David Makovsky, Director, Koret Project on Arab-Israel Relations,
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, U.S.
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Prof. Ronald D. Liebowitz
The Ninth President of Brandeis University, U.S.
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Robert Greenway, Former Deputy Assistant to the U.S. President;
Director, Allison Center for National Security, The Heritage Foundation, << oYY
Washington, DC
Abdalaziz Al-Khamis, Saudi Journalist; Middle East, Arabian Gulf and
Islamic Movements Researcher; Facts4All
Abdulla Al-Junaid, Geopolitics & Security Columnist, Bahrain
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In Cooperation with: The European Leadership Network (ELNET)

Chair: Dr. Emmanuel Navon, CEQO, ELNET Israel; International Relations
Lecturer, Tel Aviv University

Shashank Joshi, The Economist's Defence Editor

H.E. Dr. Nina Nordstrém, Ambassador of Finland to Israel

Antonia Dimou, Director, Middle East and Persian Gulf Unit, Institute for
Security and Defense Analysis, Greece

Dr. Arvid Bell, CEO, Negotiation Task Force (NTF); Lecturer on
Government, Harvard University
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