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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

April 27,2018

Disciplinary File 9/2018
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision
Introduction

1. This case concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya against whom a
complaint was filed which relates to disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(c) and/or 2(f)
of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: The Disciplinary
Regulations). The Student was accused of hiding several slips of paper with prohibited material
which was relevant to the exam in his pants pocket during a closed book exam.

2. On March 18, 2018 a hearing was held in reference to this disciplinary file with the participation
of the Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, Student Union Representative, Mr.
Moti Ben Moshe, Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer and the undersigned.

3.  Below are the relevant facts in this case: during a closed book exam the accused student asked to
go to the restroom. The proctor who accompanied him to the restroom was suspicious that he
was hiding material in his pants pocket. In light of her suspicions the proctor asked him to take
everything out of his pants pockets. The student did as she requested and took several slips of
paper out of his pocket that contained handwritten material relevant to the exam. It was also
noted in the complaint that the Student signed the "disciplinary guidelines for the proper course
of the exam form" in which it is stipulated that no material shall be in the student's possession
except the material permitted during the exam in accordance with the lecturer's instructions.

4.  In his response letter the Student admitted that indeed he put two slips of paper with material in
his pocket which he had prepared in advance. The Student claimed even though he put the slips
in his pocket during the exam he did not use them. He also stated that at the time of the exam he
was under emotional stress inter alia due to a medical problem from which he had been
suffering for several years. He argued, that the mental distress affected his conduct and was the
cause of him "putting the two slips that [ wrote before the exam with remarks..." in his words in
the letter of response.

5. During the hearing the student again admitted that he indeed prepared the slips in advance and
brought them to the exam. The student took responsibility for his actions and expressed regret
for his conduct. According to the Student this act does not reflect the world of values upon
which he was raised and it is a matter of a one-time mistake that he did not do in the past and
will never do in the future.

6. Inlight of the findings in this case, and the Student's admission to the accusations against him I
am hereby convicting him of infracting clause 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations which
concerns cheating on an exam.
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Arguments for Punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative related to the Student's health. According to the Representative there is a direct
link between the Student's health and his conduct during the exam. He said that the medical
problem from which the Student suffers from time to time directly influenced his mental state,
which explains his conduct and his discretion during the exam. It is noteworthy that the Student
did not present any medical document that supports his claim. The Student Union also argued
that the Student has "dragged" numerous courses from his first two years of studies towards his
degree and it is not at all certain that he will complete his studies as planned.

Another argument presented by the Student Union Representative claimed that the Student was
already accepted to a new job. If the Student shall not complete his studies on time it might
affect his chances of continuing in this new position. In light of the aforesaid the Student Union
Representative asked to avoid imposing punishment of suspension, which might negatively
influence his medical situation and his professional future. Thus he asked to consider
punishment of disqualification of the course and hours of community service sufficient.

It is noteworthy that in light of the Student Union Representative's argument of the causal
connection between the Student's medical situation and his actions during the exam, as well as
the fear that suspension will negatively affect his medical situation, the undersigned, with the
support of the Complainant suggested that the accused student contact the psychological
services at the Interdisciplinary Center for a professional and reliable opinion regarding this
matter.

Decision concerning punishment: The circumstances of this case speak for themselves. The
Student planned his actions well, even before the exam began, when he prepared the small slips
of paper written in his small handwriting and arranged them so that they include the most details
that would help him during the exam. Moreover, the Student made sure to hide the slips of paper
in his pants pocket with the clear intention that he could conceal them from the eyes of the
proctors and make use of them while in the bathroom stall, where there is an opportunity that no
one will see his actions. It is noteworthy that it does not matter whether or not the Student
indeed used the material in the bathroom stall as he argued. The mere possession of the
prohibited material during the closed book exam is enough to convict him of cheating on the
exam.

Furthermore, before the exam began the Student signed the disciplinary guidelines for the
proper course of the exam form. Paragraph 4 on the form states as follows: "It is prohibited to
have any material beyond the material permitted by the Lecturer inside or outside the classroom.
Possessing prohibited material constitutes cheating on an exam and might result in suspension
from studies.

Consequently, even when he signed the form and declared that he does not have prohibited
material he knowingly had two slips of paper in his pocket with material that would help him
succeed on the exam more than his peers in the classroom.

The conduct of the Student before and during the exam is evidence that this is not a case of a

mistake that occurred in a moment and/or a mistake in judgement. The Student's actions attest to
thought and planning in advance with intent, inter alia, of deceiving the staff of proctors and the
teaching staff. With his conduct not only did the Student blatantly violate the rules of ethics and
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integrity of exams at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, but he tried to gain an inappropriate
advantage over his peers who took the exam without prohibited material in accordance with the
regulations.

In reference to the Student's claim that his medical situation affected his discretion and in
addition, suspension would aggravate his health status; this argument is not true. The Student
did not provide any medical document that supports his arguments. The professional opinion of
Ruth Riesel, Director of the Psychological Services at the Interdisciplinary Center, dated April
22,2018, also does not indicate such a connection. Consequently I have come to the conclusion
that the medical condition of the Student does not constitute a special and/or extraordinary
causal circumstance that requires consideration when determining the punishment. It is not
inconceivable that the Student connected the issue of health with the disciplinary procedures
with the intent of attempting to avoid punishment or regretfully to appease it.

In conclusion: the conduct of the Student beginning with the preparation of the slips of paper
before the exam, bringing them to the exam room while concealing them from the eyes of the
proctors, falsely reporting that he does not have prohibited material in his possession when
signing the declaration on the guidelines form through to exiting to the restroom with the
prohibited material attest to his disregard and contempt of the rules of ethics and integrity of
exams.

A student who chooses to cheat on an exam must take into account that he is risking being
suspended from studies and with his own hands is placing his academic and professional future
at risk. In light of the above, I have come to the conclusion that the appropriate and proper
punishment under the circumstances of this case is as follows:

a. Suspension from studies for 2 semesters: the summer semester of the 2017-2018
academic year and the first semester of the 2018-2019 academic year. The suspension
will take effect from the summer semester of the 2017-2018 academic year (July 29,
2018) and will terminate at the end of the first semester of the 2018-2019 academic
year (January 13, 2019).

b. Disqualification of the course.

¢. Conditional suspension for one year if the Student is convicted of an offense of
cheating on an exam. The conditional punishment will remain valid until the end of the
2019-2020 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without mentioning the name of the accused student.

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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