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Peoplehood Shrouded in Fog

Amnon Rubinstein, Gal Kelner

In Israel, the registration of every resident in the population registry involves a
classification of his or her "Leom." Leom is roughly translated into 'peoplehood’ and
relates to a person’s ethnic and cultural origin. However, the question arises: what are
the ramifications of such registration? And is such registration compatible with the
constitutional rights of the individual in Israel? Can an Israeli be registered as having
no "Leom"? Or can he at least choose, bona fide, any Leom? Such questions, as well
as many others, remain unanswered in Israel’s laws and judicature. These very
questions place Israel in a problematic position in relation to trends to eliminate such
registration and classification in other democracies. In this article, we shall try to
answer these crucial questions and disperse the "legal fog" they are shrouded in. We
begin with a review of the historical development of registration of residents in Israel,
the original purposes and its main "statistical purpose" as established by the Supreme
Court. We go on to discuss the question the extent to which this law does not
presently fulfill these purposes, and rather, instead, interferes constitutionally with the
individual right to dignity and equality, as well as with his right to autonomy, self-
determination and freedom of conscience. Following a comparative survey of other
democracies in the world, we shall refer to the "Aramaic Leom" case as a test case
proving our arguments. Finally, we shall express our views on various proposals to
reform the law, to eliminate or reduce the legal fog surrounding the issue. In addition,
we shall discuss the possibility of a "no Leom" registration; the registration of minors;
and the registration of new immigrants who are not considered Jewish by Halachic
law. We will then show that this registration is guided by political and religious
motives, entirely unrelated to statistical purposes.






<«

* [ ]
LA&W * Belchman Harry Radzyner
BUSINESS University Law School

o

ol

Peoplehood Shrouded in Fog

Amnon Rubinstein, Gal Kelner

Volume 25, 2022





