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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

March 24, 2013

Disciplinary File 8/2013
In the Matter of Student A (Hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

Introduction

1.

The case under discussion involves a student studying at the School of Law of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. A disciplinary complaint was filed against the Student
accusing her of committing offenses and breaching sections 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f),
2(K) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
"The Disciplinary Regulations™). The Student was accused of not telling the truth to the
instructor and forging an electronic email (hereinafter: "mail").

On March 13, 2013 a hearing was held in the presence of the Honorable Complainant
Ms. Orly Shaked, the Committee Coordinator, Ms. Ariella Rada, a Representative of the
Student Union, the Student, and the undersigned.

The Facts in this Case

3.

The details of the incident are as follows. For the academic course the Students were
required to submit 4 position papers on terms by email by 08:00 in the morning, at the
time the lesson began. In our case, the Student submitted the position paper by email one
hour late. Thus, the instructor noted that she could not accept the work. In response to the
instructor's statements the Student noted that she sent the position paper already at 03:00
in the morning, that is, 5 hours before the original submission, but by mistake she sent it
to an incorrect mail.

The instructor in the course asked the Student to send the original mail sent to her,
supposedly, at 03:00 in the morning, the same mail the Student claimed was sent by
mistake to a different mail. And indeed the Student sent the Instructor mail whereby the
hour it was sent appeared as 03:07 in the morning. The Instructor became suspicious that
the mail was not the original one but rather it was forged by the Student including the

time it was sent. To check this matter and to remove the suspicion, the instructor asked to
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meet with the Student and to see for herself the time the mail was sent including the time

the file was prepared.

. At this stage, once she realized she was caught with her wrongdoing, the Student admitted

to the Instructor that she never sent the mail at 03:00 in the morning as she stated in the
beginning. She also admitted to the Instructor that she forged the mail which was
supposedly sent at 03:07 in the morning, about 5 hours before the work was due. In
addition, the Student apologized to the Instructor and the Lecturer and expressed regret

for her actions.

Discussion

6. Even before the hearing in this case began, the Student wrote her version of the events

and she expressed sorrow and regret and also took full responsibility for her actions.
Furthermore during the hearing the Student repented her transgression, admitted to
committing the offense and described her difficult feelings as a result of her blunder.
Everyone agrees that the acts described in this case are severe and unacceptable. The
Student, knowingly, tried to deceive the Instructor of the course in order to gain academic
credit to which she was not entitled. Not only did she not tell the Instructor the truth in the
beginning she also tried to misrepresent the situation by stating that her work was sent on
time, and she added insult to injury by forging the email and thereby attempting to
mislead the Instructor.

To my great regret her actions towards the Instructor were "one transgression inducing
another transgression” as stated by our Sages of Blessed Memory:

Ben Azzai said: Be eager to fulfill the smallest duty and flee from transgression; for one
duty induces another and one transgression induces another transgression. The reward of a

duty is a duty, the reward of one transgression is another transgression. (Talmud Avot 4:3)

. As stated, in light of the Student’s admission, | am convicting her of the offenses

listed in paragraph 1 above.

During the arguments for punishment, the honorable Complainant asked to impose
punishment of suspension due to the severity of her actions. Furthermore, she noted that
as a Student studying law and someone who plans to become a lawyer she is expected to
act honestly and with integrity even more. Nonetheless the Complaint left it to the
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10.

11.

12.

13.

discretion of the undersigned to decide the duration of the suspension due to the personal
circumstances of the Student.
On the other hand, the Student Union Representative emphasized the unique personal
circumstances of the Student, her difficult emotional state and the fact that she admitted to
committing the offense and took full responsibility for her actions. Therefore he asked to
avoid imposing punishment of suspension.
I would like to note that | have no doubt that the Student has internalized the severity of
her actions. Furthermore, | have been informed that the Student has experienced a painful
family tragedy but this is not the place to expand on it. Nonetheless, the actions taken are
very severe and were committed knowingly with the intent to gain something deceivingly.
It should be emphasized that among the actions the Student
took in connection to the Instructor were several versions which she knew were
completely untrue. And even worse, is the matter of forgery of the mail. Forgery is

defined in the Israeli Penal Code under section 414(1) as: "forgery' — making a
document which purports to be what it is not, and which is liable to mislead”. As
stated, the Student created an email message which was supposed to appear to be original
and she even changed the hour the mail was sent so that it seemed to be sent several hours
before the time it was due, in order to mislead the Instructor and cause her to believe that
the work had been sent on time. Therefore, in my opinion the punishment of suspension is
indeed appropriate for the severity of the actions and should be imposed in this case.
However, due to the difficult personal circumstances of the Student, | have decided to
impose suspension for a period of one semester only and no more.

Here | need to provide explanations. | am aware of the fact
that suspension has substantial implications on the professional future of the Student
suspended, including economic, social and personal consequences. In addition there is the
embarrassment the Student feels in her close surroundings. Nevertheless, in contrast to
these considerations are the considerations of the individual and her unique personal
circumstances and there are additional interests that need to be protected. As a leading
academic institute striving toward excellence, from the academic and social-leadership

aspects, we must fight this type of phenomenon in order to protect the academic integrity
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of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. Furthermore, and no less important, it is our duty

to protect the honest and honorable students who choose to take the high road.

14, After weighing all the considerations and taking into
account the circumstances in this case in order to determine which way the scale of
interests lean between the essential interest of protecting the academic integrity of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and the personal circumstances of the Student | have
decided that the appropriate punishment that shall be imposed on the Student is:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the first
semester of 2013-2014.

b. Disqualification of the course.

c. Thirty five hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program supervised by the Dean of Student Affairs Office. The Students shall not
receive any certification testifying to the completion of the requirements towards her
degree before the said community service has been completed.

d. Conditional suspension for one semester. The condition shall remain valid for two

years and shall take effect if the Student shall be convicted of any dishonest offense.

This decision shall be publicized without the name of the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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