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"We must tailor deterrence to fit particular actors, situations, and forms of warfare""?,
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"Yet we must also recognize that deterrence has its limits, especially where our interests are ill-defined or the targets of our
deterrence are difficult to influence. Deterrence may be impossible in cases where the value is not in the destruction of a

target, but the attack and the very means of attack, as in terrorism.""
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"We must build both our ability to withstand attack — a fundamental and defensive aspect of deterrence — and improve our
resiliency beyond an attack."
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"Military capabilities alone were, and are, no panacea to deter all conflict".”
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"Some may seek them (Weapons of Mass Destruction) for prestige or deterrence; others may plan to use them.""®
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"For the foreseeable future, winning the Long War against violent extremist movements will be the central objective of the U.S.

We must defeat violent extremism as a threat to our way of life as a free and open society and foster an environment
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inhospitable to violent extremists and all those who support them... we cannot lose sight of the implication of fighting a long-
term, episodic, multi-front, and multi-dimensional conflict more complex and diverse than the Cold War confrontation with
communism... We face a global struggle. Like communism and fascism before it, extremist ideology has transnational
pretensions, and like its secular antecedents, it draws adherents from around the world.""”
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"An underlying assumption in our understanding of the strategic environment is that the predominant near-term challenges to

the United States will come from state and non-state actors using irregular and catastrophic capabilities."
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"...an archduke fell to an assassin in Sarajevo, military collided with miscalculation, bombast met bluster and the continent

was plunged into darkness, essentially for the next 75 years... Simply put, we cannot predict the future."®
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"There is no way to ignore efforts by rogue states such as North Korea or Iran to develop nuclear weapons, or Russian or
Chinese strategic modemization programs. As long as other states have or seek nuclear weapons, and potentially can
threaten us, our allies and friends, then we must have a deterrent capacity that makes it clear that challenging the United
States in the nuclear arena, or with other weapons of mass destruction, could result in an overwhelming catastrophic
response. There is little doubt that some nations will continue to think that possession of nuclear weapons is the best way to

preserve their regime or threaten their neighbors. We remain concerned that this is the case with North Korea and Iran today
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as it was with Libya and Iraq in the past... Our nuclear arsenal also helps deter enemies from using chemical and biological

weapons."
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"And missile defense has reinforced deterrence, and minimized the benefits of rogue nations investing heavily in ballistic

missiles. They won't know if their missiles will be effective."
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