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The English version of this Decision immediately follows
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"I take full responsibility for the accident and particularly for my initial reaction. It is crucial to : w52 !
acknowledge that I acted out of panic'.
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"I deeply regret the incident" : woa 3
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Disciplinary Case No. 28/2023
In the case of the Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
August 27, 2023

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The Student is studying towards a bachelor's degree at the Raphael Recanati International
School at Reichman University. The Student was accused in a disciplinary complaint (dated
July 18, 2023), based on a detailed letter of complaint sent by email on June 22, 2023
(hereinafter: the "Letter of Complaint"). The disciplinary complaint relates to the suspicion
of infracting of sections 2(a); 2(h); 2(k) and 2(m) of Reichman University's Disciplinary
Regulations (hereinafter: the "Disciplinary Regulations"), which concern infracting the
directives of the university authorities [section 2(a)]; infracting the regulations or instructions
governing the use of university facilities [section 2(h)]; inflicting damage, intentionally or
through negligence, upon Reichman University property [section 2(k)]; and behavior

unbecoming the dignity of a student [section 2(m)].

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Director of Student Dormitories, Ms. Michal
Litvak; Head of the University's Security Directorate, Mr. Giora Nevo; Coordinator of the
Disciplinary Committees and Registrar of the Hebrew Protocol, Ms. Orit Leizer; English
protocol recorder, Ms. Francis Laro; and of course the Student himself, who, for his own
reasons chose not to be represented at the hearing by representatives of the Student Union or
by another authorized body, were present at the hearing concerning the Student which was

held before me on Tuesday, August 15, 2023 (at 12:00 noon).

b. The Question of Guilt

The Student was accused in the letter of complaint and the subsequent complaint of causing a
fire on the evening of June 19, 2023, on the balcony of the tenth floor of the Arison Building

in the student dormitories within the university premises. The Student admitted to the facts of
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the unfortunate incident and took full responsibility.! He did so in a lengthy and detailed email
sent to the complainant on June 23, 2023 (hereinafter: the "email").? In the same email, the
Student claimed responsibility for the negligent act and the deliberate act of leaving and
apologized profusely.? In direct continuation of his written confession, the Student verbally

repeated to me his confession of his grave acts.*

4. After hearing the statements of the honorable complainant and the testimony of the witness on
her behalf - Mr. Giora Nevo, who described in detail the incident of the fire, the Student's
involvement in the incident and the damage to university property, and after hearing the
Student's testimony, reading the e-mail on his behalf and reviewing the materials presented to
me by the complainant and the witness on her behalf, in the form of photographs from the
building's security cameras about the fire and the Student's behavior before and after the fire
broke out, the appraiser's assessments and other unequivocal materials, I hereby determine
that the Student did indeed carry out everything attributed to him in the letter of
complaint and in the complaint that followed it — the Student negligently caused the fire
and after the fire broke out he knowingly left the site without informing anyone about the
dangerous fire, without calling for help and without taking immediate and necessary actions of

attempting to extinguish the fire using the fire extinguisher on the floor.

5. In an inexplicable and certainly unacceptable lack of action, the Student simply violated basic
principles of necessary moral behavior and compelling legal behavior. The dangerous
situation that the Student created in his negligence resulted in a type of "mandatory
injunction", which obliged him to act quickly to reduce the damage, but the Student,
unfortunately, refrained from doing so. Therefore, the Student must be convicted of

infracting sections 2(a); 2(h); 2(k) and 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations, which

! In his words: "I take full responsibility for the accident and particularly for my initial reaction. It is crucial to
acknowledge that I acted out of panic".

2 1t should be noted that the Student even admitted his responsibility for the incident and apologized, both during a
telephone conversation held with him on the night of the incident (June 19, 2023, at approximately 10:00 PM) and the
next afternoon in a face-to-face conversation held with him following the unfortunate incident initiated by someone
from the International School .

3 In his words: "I deeply regret the incident".

4 The Student stated in an e-mail on his behalf that on the evening of the incident he smoked a cigarette alone, while
sitting on the armchair on the tenth-floor balcony. At some point, the Student said, he discovered to his surprise that
there had been contact between the cigarette and the armchair and that this eventually caused the armcharm to light up
into flames. The student explained that at this point he panicked and left the balcony to go to his room. The Student
went on to explain, that he was sure that the fire would not spread beyond the armchair and that there was no danger.
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concerns, in the case before me, disobeying the directives of the university authorities;
infracting the university's dormitory regulations; damage, both negligently and consciously;

damaging University property; and behavior unbecoming a student.

¢. The Question of Punishment

6. This is a unique and very serious case of a student who smoked on the balcony of the tenth
floor of the dormitory and negligently caused a fire on that balcony due to the cigarette butt in
his hand that fell and ignited the armchair on which he was sitting. Instead of attempting to
extinguish the fire using the fire extinguisher on the floor when it first broke out, or
afterwards, and instead of calling for help and/or updating the competent authorities, the
Student knowingly chose to leave the site and go to his room as if nothing had happened, at
great risk of the fire spreading and heaven forbid causing physical and mental damage to the
building's occupants along with possible damage to university property and student property.
In doing so, the Student acted blatantly turning a blind eye, while abandoning the security and
safety of the building at the mercy of Heaven. Only by miracle and thanks to the quick and
effective actions of the competent authorities at the university was damage to body and mind

prevented and further damage to property as a result of the fire was prevented.’

7. No explanation in the world is satisfactory and cannot be accepted as justifying such an act. I
categorically reject the Student's psychological explanations in the form of panic, stress or
shock. There is no need to elaborate on the severity of the Student's lack of action. The
Student's behavior calls for full condemnation. He must now be held accountable for the
serious offenses he committed, which involve a real risk to life and property and constitute a
serious and fundamental breach of the agreement between the Student and the university, and
the obligation set forth in the Torah regarding "Thou shalt not profit by the blood of thy
fellow" (Leviticus 19:16).

8. In direct continuation and in light of the conviction, after hearing the Student and the

honorable complainant regarding the question of appropriate punishment and in light of the

5 The fire was extinguished by two university employees (at 8: 22 p.m.) after a police officer, picking up his wife from
the university, noticed the fire (at 8:15 p.m.) and immediately informed the guard that fire was visible on the tenth-floor
balcony.
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latter's requests regarding the elements of the punishment, I hereby impose the following

penalties on the Student:

(1) The Student shall indemnify the monetary compensation for the total damage

caused to the University property (according to the assessment of an appraiser on

behalf of the University and/or in accordance with the payment paid by the

University to repair the damage); as well as any additional financial costs incurred

by the fire.

(2) Punishment of severe reprimand.

(3) A conditional penalty of permanent expulsion from studies for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of causing material damage to the property of the

University and/or its emplovees and/or students and-/or causing bodily harm to a

person within the University. The condition will remain in effect from this moment

onwards and throughout the Student’s period of study.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other identifying

information.

g

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

®In this context, I refer to clauses 48-49 of the contract for permission to reside in the dormitories, entitled ""Liability
and Indemnity”; a contract signed by the Student. The following is the wording of the sections: ”The student shall
bear sole responsibility for any damage caused to property and/or body and/or any third party by him and/or anyone
acting on his behalf" (section 48); '""The student undertakes to indemnify Reichman University for any expense,
payment or compensation imposed on him due to damage to property and/or violation of the rules of conduct in
the dormitories and/or any obligation of the student under this contract” (section 49).
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