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Holy places or sacred places are geographically determined localities to which one or
more religious communities attribute extraordinary religious significance or consider
as subject of divine consecration. Holy places may consist of man-made structures
(churches, temples, graves, etc.) or natural objects (trees, groves, hills, rivers, etc.).
The entry to or touching of holy places may be connected to rights or duties of the
members of the communities concerned or to restrictions and sanctions for non-
members. Within the area of a holy place the competence of the local secular authority
may be restricted. Holy Places may be of juridical importance within the protecting
State as well as between States.!?
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Ruth Lapidoth and Moshe Hirsch, eds., The Jerusalem Question and its Resolution: Selected
Documents, Nijhoff and the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies, 1994, pp.117-134
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“and shall not be submitted by either party for adjudication by any national or international
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Ruth Lapidoth and Christian Franz, “The Many Faces of the Term Open City”, in Marcelo **
Kohen, ed., Liber amicorum Lucius Caflisch, 2006
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“Both sides favored the idea of an Open City. The Israeli side suggested the establishment
of an open city whose geographical scope encompasses the Old City of Jerusalem plus an
area defined as the Holy Basin or Historical basin. The Palestinian side was in favor of an
open city provided that continuity and contiguity were preserved. The Palestinians re-
jected the Israeli proposal regarding the geographic scope of an open city and asserted that
the open city is only acceptable if its geographical scope encompasses the full municipal
borders of both East and West Jerusalem....

Furthermore the Israeli side proposed a number of special arrangements for Palestinian
and Israeli residents of the Open City to guarantee that the Open City arrangement neither
adversely affect their daily lives nor compromise each party sovereignty over its section
of the Open City.”®
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International Legal Materials, vol. 35, 1996, pp. 75-183 5%
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The Palestinian Authority and Government of Israel should consider a joint undertaking to
preserve and protect holy places sacred to the traditions of Muslims, Jews, and Christians.

An initiative of this nature might help to reverse a disturbing trend: the increasing use of

religious themes to encourage and justify violence.%

WIINN TPOYY 1ID0N NYNNI YHDY 1IN PNV PRI THPH TOWNY IMNPN NN
T DIV DY PINKD LAVYNI NYTN 112NN

Report of The Sharm el-Sheikh Fact Finding Committee, 30 April 2001
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