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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
September 9, 2015

Disciplinary File No 17/2015
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the

Student") against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed accusing her of committing
disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(f), 2(i) and 2(l) of the Disciplinary
Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary
Regulations). The Student was accused inter alia of the following. During a closed book exam
suspicion arose that she was hiding material in her possession and using it. Therefore she was
asked by the proctor (hereinafter "the proctor") to get up in order to clarify the matter. The
Student unequivocally refused to do so. Repeated requests of the coordinator of the proctors
(hereinafter: "the coordinator") to leave the classroom were refused. Due to the argument that
developed with the Student, the other students in the exam were disturbed and they were given
an extra 10 minutes to complete the exam.

On May 26, 2015 a hearing concerning this file was held with the participation of the
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a representative from the Student Union,
Mr. Koren Olshevitzki, Acting Committee Coordinator, Ms. Ariella Rada and the undersigned.
In addition during the hearing the testimony of the proctor who approached the Student and the
testimony of the coordinator of the proctors who was summoned to the exam room during the
exam were heard.

The case before us concerns a closed book exam in an academic course. At the beginning of
the exam the Proctor noticed suspicious behavior on the part of the Student. She noticed that
the Student was looking to her sides and from time to time tilted her head downwards. Due to
the seemingly strange behavior of the Student, the proctor was suspicious that she was
cheating. Thus she came close to her and was able to better see what was going on. The
proctor noticed suspicious behavior under the table, which intensified her suspicion. Thus, the
proctor approached the Student and asked her to stand to see if there was any material in her
possession. The Student refused the Proctor's request and did not get up from her place.

Left with no choice and in light of the Student's refusal the proctor was forced to summon the
coordinator of the proctors. The coordinator entered the room and asked the Student to stand
for a minute in order to remove the suspicion of cheating. The Student refused her request. In
light of her refusal to get up, the Coordinator asked the student to leave the room so as not to
disturb the other students taking the exam. The Student also refused this request. The
Coordinator notified her that she will have to file a complaint against her for disobeying
instructions and disturbing the orderly process of the exam. In response to this the Student
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stated that from her perspective she could file a complaint. As stated, due to the incident and
the disturbance caused in the exam room, the examinees were given an additional 10 minutes
to complete their exams.

Hearing: In her testimony the Student stated that, "suddenly", about half an hour after the
beginning of the exam the proctor approached her and asked her in a "resolute" manner, in her
words, to get up since she had in her possession a "cheat sheet". The Student claimed that the
proctor accused her of "cheating" during the exam. According to the Student she was
extremely stressed and felt very embarrassed, thus she refused to get up from her seat. She also
added that the Coordinator, who arrived later, asked her "in an aggressive manner" in her
words, to get up from her chair. The Student claimed that because they treated her like a
"convicted felon", which was offensive to her, she ignored the requests of the proctor and of
the coordinator and she did not get up from her seat and/or did not leave the exam room.
Nonetheless the Student argued that she is sorry for the incident. She claims that she now
understands her mistake and she must obey the instructions of the staff of proctors.

In contrast, the Coordinator had a version of the events which was different than the Student's
version. She approached the Student in a very subtle and quiet manner due to the sensitivity of
the issue at hand and in order to refrain from disturbing the other examinees. The Coordinator
claimed that at no point did she approach the Student "aggressively" as claimed by the Student.
She also noted that in response to her request the Student refused to leave while responding
angrily and with shouts, which caused a disturbance to the other students taking the exam. In
concluding her testimony she stated that she has been working at the Interdisciplinary Center
for over 16 years and she has never encountered such behavior during an exam.

During the hearing the testimony of the proctor was heard in which she stated that she
approached the Student after the Student's behavior during the exam aroused her suspicion.
According to the proctor after she came close to the Student she noticed that she was hiding
material under the table while using it. She quietly approached her and asked her to get up. The
proctor refutes the Student's version in which she claims that she approached her in a resolute
manner in the student's words. The proctor also insisted that she did not accuse her at any time
of having a "cheat sheet" and that she was suspected of cheating as claimed by the Student.
According to the proctor all she did was to ask her to get up in order to see if there was any
forbidden material in her surroundings. After she refused to get up, she called the coordinator
and asked her to come and assist her in handling the problem that transpired. Until the
coordinator arrived she remained standing next to the Student, just as is customary in cases in
which there is suspicion of cheating.

During the hearing I had the opportunity to get an impression of the testimony of those
involved in this case. I got the impression that the proctor and the coordinator performed their
work loyally with the goal of ensuring that the exam be administered in an orderly fashion
without any disturbances and mishaps including preserving the integrity of exams. The request
of the proctor to the Student was unavoidable due to the suspicious behavior during the exam.
This is exactly the requirement and expectation from the staff of proctors. The moment there is
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10.

11.

12.

13.

any disturbance during the orderly process of the exam or if suspicion arises, even the
slightest, that there is a breach of the integrity of exams, it needs to be handled immediately.
This was the case with the matter under discussion. Furthermore, I got the impression that their
testimony was credible and their request from the Student was done in a reasonable manner
and was not to arouse any commotion nor was it done in a harsh manner.

Actually the Student is the one who caused the commotion in her response to the requests of
the proctor and the coordinator. The Student in actuality hindered the work of the proctors and
prevented them from performing their task which is part of their job. Due to the Student's
behavior an argument developed in which the Student responded loudly causing a disturbance
for the other students in the room. The disturbance caused to the other students taking the
exam required an extra 10 minutes for the entire class taking the exam. This behavior is
completely unacceptable.

Obviously there is great importance in exams being administered in an orderly fashion while
maintaining a quiet and orderly environment and even more essential is the preservation of the
integrity of the exams. For this purpose the Interdisciplinary Center employs an entire staff of
proctors entrusted with this task. This is a significant interest of both the Interdisciplinary
Center Herzliya and of the students. It should be noted that it is important to create a
distinction between disobeying instructions, faculty members and administrative personnel in
general and disobeying proctors and instructions during an exam. This is because disobeying
proctors and instructions during an exam indicates that something is wrong and the burden of
proof lies on the Student. Furthermore, the Disciplinary Regulations especially relate to
behavior during an exam as detailed in section 2(c) and that is due to the significance and
weight given to this issue. Section 2(c) includes also cases in which a student disobeys the
instructions of a proctor during an exam as "cheating on exams".

To my regret, the Student blatantly infracted the procedures while ignoring the instructions of
the proctor and the coordinator. Her behavior disturbed the concentration of the other students
taking the exam in the room. I was not convinced that anything in the behavior of the proctor
or the coordinator justified the Student's refusal to get up from her seat. The opposite is true;
they acted as expected of them when they notice abnormal behavior, all the more so when
there is suspicion of cheating and harm to the integrity of the exam.

As stated, the Student admitted to committing the acts of which she was accused and she
expressed her regret for her actions. Thus I am convicting the Student of infracting instructions
and disobeying the authorities of the Interdisciplinary Center as well as disturbing orderly
instruction including "cheating on an exam", which means in our case disobeying the
instructions of a proctor during an exam as detailed in paragraph 1 above.

Arguments for punishment: The Student claimed that there are circumstances which should
be considered for leniency before deciding her punishment which include: the fact that she
immediately expressed her sincere regret for her behavior and she learned her lesson as
required. In addition she asked to take into consideration the fact that she felt embarrassed in
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front of her peers when the proctor approached her and asked her to get up, which caused her
stress and humiliation. The Complainant argued that this is a case of infraction of instructions
of a high level. In exams students are expected to adhere to procedures and directives of the
proctors due to the importance and significance of the exams in academic studies and due to
the importance of preserving the integrity of exams.

14. In light of the above, I have decided that the appropriate and proper punishment under the
circumstances and the severity of the incident is:

a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Postponement of 3 months in granting entitlement to her degree.

c. Conditional suspension for one semester, should she commit an offense identical
to the one that is the subject of this case. The conditional punishment will remain
valid for one year, until the completion of the 2016-2017 academic year.

d. 15 hours of community service in the framework of the Interdisciplinary Center's
community service program under the supervision of the Dean's Office. The Student
shall not receive any certification of her entitlement to her degree until she has
completed the said service.

This decision shall be published without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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