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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

August 11, 2015

Disciplinary File 11/2015
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

The case under discussion involves a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
(hereinafter: "the Student™) against whom a complaint was filed accusing him of
committing disciplinary offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(i) and 2(m) of the
Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary
Regulations™). The Student was accused inter alia of filling in an attendance sheet with his
name and details and also the name of a fellow student and forging the fellow student's
signature even though he was not present at the lesson, in an academic course.

On August 3, 2015 a hearing was held in the presence of the honorable Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, the accused Student, acting coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, Ms.
Ariella Rada, a Student Union Representative, Nitzan Zigdon and the undersigned.

This case before us concerns an academic course in which part of the requirements include
mandatory attendance as detailed in the syllabus, excluding several justified absences as
stated in the academic regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center. In the last lesson of the
course an attendance sheet was passed out. The accused student filled in his details. When
he noticed that a fellow student (hereinafter: "Student B") was not in the classroom he
listed her name and personal details and even forged her signature. Since the Student and
Student B usually submit their assignments together for their degree he knew her personal
details.

The Instructor of the course looked at the attendance sheet and noticed that something was
not right. At the end of the lesson, he notified the class that something was wrong with the
attendance sheet and that a student who is not present in class is listed on the attendance
sheet. Therefore, he asked that the person who listed her name and details should admit it
to him after class. The accused student went to the Instructor at the end of the lesson and
admitted that he listed Student B's name and forged her signature.
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It is emphasized that according to the Student, Student B did not asked him at any stage to
list her details and sign her name but rather he did so on his own initiative. He said that "as
an act of goodwill, I did not want her heaven forbid to be prohibited from taking the final
exam due to absences, and that her year course be cancelled because she went to pay
condolences” (response in writing by the accused student dated July 7, 2015).
Furthermore, from the inquiry carried out by the Complainant Student B claimed that she
never asked the Student to list her details on the attendance sheet.

The accused student immediately admitted to committing the offenses of which he was
accused and immediately following the incident expressed his sincere regret for his
actions. Even during the hearing the Student again apologized for the incident and took
full responsibility for his actions.

In light of his admission to committing the offenses of which he was accused | am
convicting the Student of infracting the provisions of the disciplinary regulations as
detailed in the beginning of this decision.

Punishment: The Student, when he wrote the details and forged the signature of Student
B, knew very well that she was not in the classroom and thus he knowingly deceived the
teaching staff. The Student admitted that he did so with clear intentions to help Student B
so that she would not be prevented from taking the exam due to her absence. In this
manner he tried to fraudulently bestow her something (the right to take the exam) which
she was not entitled to. This is a case of forgery and fraudulent acquisition. These are very
severe offenses and it is our duty to combat phenomena of these types by imposing
deterrent and severe punishment. To eliminate any doubt the appropriate punishment in
such cases is suspension from studies. A student who lists the name of his fellow
student on the attendance sheet and forges his signature should know that he is
taking the risk of being suspended from studies.

Certainly in the case before us and only due to certain personal circumstances (which were
found to be credible by the tribunal and by the Complainant) and because the Student has
already completed his studies, the punishment of suspension was not imposed in this case.
Of course under different personal and objective circumstances, an accused student would
have been suspended from studies for at least one semester. Students must realize the
implications of their actions.

In light of the above, | have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:
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a. Delay in bestowing the degree or certification of completion of the student's
studies for a period of eight months. This punishment shall take effect on August

15, 2015.

b. Thirty hours of community service.

Think before you act.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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