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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
November 17, 2014

Disciplinary File No 17/2014
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: the Student)

against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed which accused him of committing
disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(1) of the Disciplinary
Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary
Regulations). The Student was accused of cheating on an exam by using material that he had
kept in his cellular phone (hereinafter: "the phone") which he had in his possession during the
exam. It should be clarified that the exam was a closed book exam and bringing material to the
exam was prohibited.

On November 6, 2014 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the
Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, Committee Coordinator, Shir
Peer, a Representative of the Student Union, Marie Koren Olshevitzky and the undersigned.

The matter before us concerns an exam in an academic course in which the use of any material
was forbidden. The Student came to the exam with a cellular phone in his possession: The
student kept material relevant to the exam in his phone from beforehand. During the exam the
Student was caught by the Head of the Examinations Department with the phone next to him.
When he was asked about it he admitted that he brought the phone into the exam and glanced
at it during the exam, as he stated.

During the meeting with the Complainant on October 28, 2014, as well as during the hearing
itself, the Student admitted that he brought material to the closed book exam and used it during
the exam until he was caught by the proctor. According to the Student, because he did not feel
confident that he would pass the exam he decided to bring the material to the exam with the
hope it would help him. During the hearing the Student expressed his regret and took
responsibility for his actions.

In light of the Student's admission I am convicting him of the offenses of which he was
accused as detailed in paragraph 1 above.

As for the question of the appropriate punishment, the Complainant noted that even though she
appreciates that he expressed regret and took responsibility, due to the severity of the offense
in this case the punishment of suspension must be imposed, as in similar cases in the past. In
contrast, the Student Union representative asked to impose only disqualification of the course
and to refrain from imposing actual suspension which would cause the Student to have to
postpone registration to studies towards his master's degree.

. Indeed this case concerns one of the most severe offenses in the Disciplinary Regulations

which harms the integrity of the exams. In order to ensure his success on the exam the Student
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acted in an underhanded manner while harming the integrity of the exams and the basic rules
of integrity. The Student tried to bestow himself an unjust advantage over his peers by
bringing forbidden material to the exam and using it, all deliberately and dishonestly.

Such an offense which included planning in advance while attempting to hide the offense
during the exam warrants significant punishment which is appropriate for the severity of the
offense. As an academic institute, we cannot allow the integrity of the exams to be harmed.
Therefore, it must be very clear that offenses of this type will result in severe punishment to
the point of suspension from studies and all that it entails.

Nonetheless, due to the immediate admission on the part of the Student, taking responsibility
for his actions and expressing his regret, I found it appropriate to appease the punishment by
not imposing community service.

In light of the above I have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:

a. Suspension from studies for a period of one semester — the first semester of 2014-2015
academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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