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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Disciplinary File No. 46/2008
In the Matter of Student A (Hereinafter: The Student)

December 7, 2008

Decision

Introduction

1.

The Student is a third year student at the School of Business Administration of the
Interdisciplinary Center.

The Student has been accused of committing offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), (f), 2(k)
and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The
Disciplinary Code"). After checking homework, which constituted 30% of the final grade
submitted in the course "Introduction to Econometrics" (hereinafter: "the Paper"), the
Honorable Lecturer, Dr. Odelia Hayzler Cohen, raised serious suspicion of copying.

The Hearing

3.

5.

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, who repeated the accusation of the offense and the
Student herself were heard during the hearing held before me on Wednesday, the 26th of
November 2008, the 28th of Heshvan 5769, in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of
the Disciplinary Committee and the recorder of the protocol.

In the framework of the hearing the Student emphasized that she immediately admitted to the act
(see the mail of September 4, 2008 addressed to the Complainant) and explained that she
committed the act due to her health condition — which required hospitalizations as well as a
catheterization, as summarized in the letter from Dr. to the Interdisciplinary Center
(letter dated November 26, 2008), presented by the Student during the hearing. The health
condition of the Student caused her to be under great pressure and she decided to use the database
of a similar paper submitted by her friend who studied at the International School of the
Interdisciplinary Center. At the end of her statements the Student repeated her admission of
copying and expressed her regret.

In light of the Student's admission of copying and the request of the Complainant I have
decided to convict the Student of committing offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e),
2(f) and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code.

The Question of Punishment

6.

The honorable Complainant noted that she understands that the Student has serious medical
problems however the offense she committed is one of the most serious offenses, which is based
on deceit. Therefore the Honorable Complainant has requested that the Student be suspended
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from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center for a period of one year beginning the second
semester of 2009 and disqualification of the course "Introduction to Econometrics".

The Student on her part repeated the fact that she immediately admitted to committing the act
and took responsibility for her "rash" act (in her words). She claims that actual suspension seems
very harsh punishment. She requests that we consider a different punishment which could
contribute to society.

I would like to state that I have not been convinced that the circumstances of the Student are so
unusual that actual suspension should not be imposed as part of the punishment. Moreover, the
great severity of the offense stems from the act of copying a paper or exam, no matter what
the circumstances may be. It is obvious that this is a forbidden act of deceit which cannot be
justified in any manner. This type of case does not allow leniency in regards to the
punishment but rather justifies severe and preventive punishment in the form of actual
suspension, for a period of at least one year in light of the Student's immediate admission
and sincere expression of regret while considering her health condition. Therefore, I believe
that all of the requests of the Complainant should be accepted as well as conditional punishment
for individual prevention.

In conclusion, I have found that the student understands the severity of the act she committed,
immediately admitted to committing the act and expressed sorrow and as soon as the matter was
exposed she took full responsibility for it while expressing sincere regret. However, as stated,
this is not a matter of something small and trivial, but rather a planned and illegitimate act of
deceit, which cannot be justified by one health condition or another, mental stress or any
other excuse. Therefore, I agree with the Complainant's stand as written and worded. I believe
the Complainant's stand is balanced, takes into consideration the circumstances of the offense,
the admittance of guilt and the personal circumstances of the Student. Therefore, I impose the
following punishment on the Student (including conditional punishment, which are inevitable
under the circumstances of this case):

1.  Suspension for one year beginning the upcoming second semester (2009).
2. Disqualification of the course "Introduction to Econometrics''.

2. Conditional punishment for the entire period of studies in the future — Expulsion for
eternity for any dishonest offense or deceit.

This decision will be publicized without naming the Student.

Assaf Porat

In Charge of Discipline
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