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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Disciplinary File 4/2008 (Decision I)
In the Matter of Student A (Hereinafter "The Respondent")
March 30, 2008

Decision

The Respondent is a student at the Radzyner School of Law. The Respondent has
been accused of offenses according to clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(f), (k) and 2(q) of the
Disciplinary Code of the Center for copying from the paper of another student
(hereinafter "the other Student") in the course "Legal Systems".

The hearings in the case of Student A and the other student were separated. The
Complainant, the Respondent, a Representative of the Student Union, Prof. Yoram
Shachar and another character witness on behalf of the Respondent were heard at the
hearing held before me.

The Respondent explained that he was asked by the other student to print her paper
the night before it had to be submitted and during the early hours of the day of
submission she sent him the work which together with two additional papers
constitutes 5% of the final grade of the course. The Respondent claimed that he
prepared the main part of his final paper on his own and he claims that he knows
English well which made it easier for him to prepare the work. Nonetheless, the
Respondent admitted to me that he used the copy paste function and copied a certain
sentence with its footnote from the other student's paper. He claims that he was
tempted to copy from the other student's paper even though his paper was ready. He
added that this is a one time incident, and that he already has a bachelor's degree and
he served as a volunteer and in the past he volunteered for the Cancer Society.

Prof. Yoram Shachar participated in the hearing and testified as a character witness.
Prof. Shachar noted that he was acquainted with the Respondent's positive aspects and
he had personal discussions with him beyond the usual discussions. However he
emphasized that this acquaintance was not an in-depth acquaintance. According to
Prof. Shachar the Respondent stood out in class and the fondness of other students
towards him was noticeable.

A representative of the Student Union who participated in the hearing as a character
witness explained that the Respondent volunteers for the Student Union and in his
opinion this was a one time incident. He noted that from his acquaintance with the
Respondent, the latter is an individual that helps others and even helped him
understand the English involved in this assignment.

After analyzing the facts and the claims presented to me it is clear that the Respondent
copied once sentence with the footnote from the other student's paper. Furthermore,
we cannot ignore the fact that copying the sentence was done without the knowledge
of the other student while blatantly violating the trust she had placed in him. After
examining all the considerations stated above, I have decided to convict the
Respondent of the offense in accordance with clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q). In



light of the testimony of character witnesses and the Student's contribution to the

community and due to the fact that this is not an incident of copying the entire paper, I

have decided not to suspend the Student from studies at the Center but to impose the

following punishment:

1. Reprimand.

2. Disqualification of the course.

3. Fifty (50) hours of community service in the framework of the Community
Service Program supervised by the Dean of Students' office. The Respondent shall
not receive certification of his entitlement to begin legal internship or certification
of entitlement to his degree until he has completed the said community service.

4. Conditional suspension from studies at the Center for a period of one semester,
which will remain valid for two years.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.

CPA Shlomi Shuv, In Charge of Discipline



