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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
May 14, 2014

Disciplinary File No 6/2014
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file deals with a disciplinary complaint filed against a Student at the Interdisciplinary

Center (hereinafter: the Student) accusing her of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(e), 2(1), 2(r) of
the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the
Disciplinary Regulations). The Student has been accused of copying on a homework
assignment from a peer in her study track (hereinafter Student B).

On May 4, 2014 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the Honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a Representative of the Student Union,
Committee Coordinator Ms. Shir Peer and the undersigned.

. The matter before us concerns a homework assignment in which parts were copied from

Student B. The assignment constitutes 10% of the final grade of the course. During the hearing
the Student noted that she encountered difficulties when she was preparing her assignment and
she was not able to complete it herself. As a result she tried to get help from another student in
order to overcome the difficulties. However, for one reason or another she was not able to get
the expected help from that student. Consequently with the true and sincere desire to cope with
the assignment and submit it on time the Student tried another possibility which we will now
describe in detail.

According to the Student there are different materials in Dropbox available to the students to
assist them. Each student in the course can view the material and use it to help them prepare
assignments and understand the study material of the lessons. The work of Student B was also
in the Dropbox. The accused Student went into the Dropbox and downloaded Student B's
assignment to use it to help her with the assignment. While viewing Student B's work the
accused Student copied several equations in their exact form which raised the suspicion of the
course Lecturer that the assignment was copied. And indeed both students were under
suspicion of copying and were summoned for disciplinary clarification.

During the meeting with the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked, seemingly the two
students were not acquainted with one another and Student B did not know anything about the
illegitimate use of her work by the accused Student. The accused Student stated that the entire
responsibility is hers and Student B had no part whatsoever in the incident. The Student even
apologized to Student B for causing her to be under suspicion of copying for no fault of her
own.

As stated, even before the hearing in this matter, during the meeting with the Complainant, the
accused Student admitted that she "overstepped boundaries by using" Student B's work, in her
words, and by copying several equations identically. Also during the hearing the Student
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admitted to committing the acts of which she was accused, took full responsibility for her
actions and internalized the severity of the matter.

In light of the Student's admission of copying, I am convicting her under the clauses noted in
paragraph 1 in this decision above.

During the arguments for punishment the Student explained that at the time of preparing the
assignment she was under stress due to personal circumstances which are inappropriate to
detail in this decision. This caused her to use bad discretion upon viewing Student B's
assignment. She also noted that she took sincere measures to cope with the study material and
prepare the assignment herself. As evidence she noted that most of the assignment is her own
work except for several sections copied from Student B's work.

The Student Union Representative argued that this offense concerns only a relatively small
amount of contents copied and also the weight of the assignment is only 10% of the grade.
Furthermore, it should be taken into consideration that the Student immediately admitted to
committing the act and took full responsibility for her actions. Consequently, she asked to
refrain from punishment of suspension from studies and to only impose punishment of
conditional suspension in this case.

The Honorable Complainant stated that even if the weight of the assignment is small and the
scope of copying is also small, this still concerns an offense of the most severe in the
Disciplinary Regulations. Nonetheless, she noted that she is not ignoring the fact that the
Student immediately admitted to committing the offenses of which she was accused, took full
responsibility for her actions and internalized the severity of the matter. In the case under
discussion the Complainant did not request suspension and argued that punishment appropriate
for the severity of the offense should be imposed on the Student and left this up to the
decision of the Disciplinary Tribune.

I also got the impression that the Student's regret was sincere. Moreover, it is obvious that the
Student has internalized the meaning of her actions and has learned her lesson. It should also
be noted that indeed this case concerns an assignment with a small scope of copying and we
cannot ignore the fact that the assignment constitutes a relatively small percentage of the final
grade. In this case there are personal circumstances — medical — involved as well that also
justify consideration.

On the one hand we cannot forget that the Student submitted a homework assignment with
parts copied from Student B's work and this is not acceptable. Not only did she copy from
Student B's work without Student B knowing but she also caused Student B great anguish,
causing her to be summoned for disciplinary clarification for no fault of her own.

As for the appropriate punishment under the circumstances of this case, while taking under
consideration the extenuating circumstances as detailed above, I have decided not to suspend
the student. In addition, due to the personal — medical circumstances, I have decided not to
impose punishment of community service. Nonetheless, in order to completely eradicate the
phenomenon of copying other punishment should be imposed which will suit the severity of
the act committed and at the same time send a message to the students that offenses of copying
and academic dishonesty will result in severe punishment which can damage the course of a
student's professional and academic endeavors.
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14. In light of the above I have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:
a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Conditional suspension for a period of one semester should the Student commit an
offense similar to the one in this case. The condition shall remain valid for a period of 2
years (2014-2015)

c. Postponement in granting the degree for 3 months. The Student shall not receive any
certificate or document testifying to the completion of her studies and entitlement to the
degree until 3 months after the date she fulfilled all of her academic requirements.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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