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Disciplinary Case No. 9/2023
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
March 30, 2023

Decision

1. The student is studying towards his bachelor's degree in government at the Lauder School
of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy at Reichman University. The student was accused
in a disciplinary complaint (dated December 5, 2022), based on a letter of complaint
(including appendices) of the lecturer, Dr. A, in Course A regarding cheating on a
homework assignment (mid-paper, which constitutes 25% of the final grade in the course)
during the second semester of the first year (2021-2022).!2 Therefore, the student was
accused of violating sections 2(d) and/or 2(f) of Reichman University's Disciplinary

Regulations (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked,; Disciplinary Committee Coordinator and
Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Laser; the scholarly Student Union representative, Ms. Gal
Gerecht and, of course, the student himself were present at the hearing regarding the
student that was held before me on Thursday, March 16, 2023 (at 11:00 AM). In addition,

Mr. Itay Shemer an observer on behalf of the Student Union was present at the hearing.

3. It should be noted that the student immediately admitted to the allegations against him, of
copying part of the work of two students from his track, without their knowledge. This, he
already did during the initial investigation into the suspicion of copying, both during a
telephone conference call with the lecturer and the teaching assistant and with others
involved, and in a clarification meeting at the office of the dean of the school, held on July
7, 2022. In addition, the student repeated his confession in a long and detailed letter of

apology (no date), which was forwarded to the complainant by the representative on his

! The letter of complaint is dated July 12, 2022 and was emailed to the student on July 19, 2022.

2 The accusation concerns cheating on a homework assignment andor infracting instructions relating to the homework
assignment.
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behalf, as early as September 9, 2022, and to me shortly before the hearing.> Subsequently,
at the hearing before me, the student repeated his confession to the wrongdoing, expressed
sincere and deep remorse, and described the circumstances of the unfortunate incident, all
as detailed at length in that letter of apology and in the transcript of the hearing.*
Subsequently, the student and his representative responded to my questions and to the
complainant's questions, who, on the one hand emphasized the seriousness of the case and
on the other hand, the student's immediate acceptance of responsibility and special

circumstances that are even appropriate to lean towards the Student due to those special

circumstances, both of the incident and of the student.

4. After the parties were heard, in light of the student's honest admission of the facts of the
complaint, both in writing and orally before me, I decided, already at the time of the
hearing, to convict the Student of cheating on a homework assignment — a violation of

section 2(d) of the Disciplinary Code.

5. At the end of the hearing, I informed the parties that under the special circumstances of the
case before me, which cannot be detailed here for reasons of protecting the student's right
to privacy, in light of the student's full, detailed and immediate confession, his expression
of sincere remorse, his understanding of the severity of his actions, his great contribution to
national security, and in light of the complainant's position not to insist on actual
suspension but to make do with postponement in obtaining his bachelor's degree, alongside
significant conditional punishment, as a result of all this, there is still the need for the
appropriate punishment, thus I hereby impose the following penalties on the student:

(1) Disqualification of the course that is the subject of the complaint.

3 The letter of apology begins as follows: »First, | am writing the letter of apology from the bottom of my heart to
three academic entities — Reichman University, the lecturer ... and the teaching assistant... I sincerely apologize
to the university for the damage to the institution’s trust in me, in the disciplinary regulations and in the course
of study. My actions are inconsistent with the values of the university and do not reflect my personal values, the
act of copying in which I am accused is grave and I understand and accept its severity. I regret it and I cannot
justify it in any way. This was a big, one-time mistake that stemmed from pressure not to meet the submission
date due to reserve duty, even though I received an extension to the submission date...”.

4 It should be noted that the copied part of the work is very partial and by all accounts does not amount to even half the
work.
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(2) A conditional sentence of suspension from studies for eternity for any disciplinary
offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect from this
moment and throughout the student’s studies at Reichman University.

(3) Actual postponement in obtaining the bachelor's degree for one semester (four
months) (120 days). The postponement will take effect from the day the student has
completed all of his academic requirements in full, and is eligible to receive a

certificate of eligibility for his bachelor's degree.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other

identifying detail.

g

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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