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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
June 26, 2016

Disciplinary File No 16/2016
In the Matter of the Student A — (Hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. The case under discussion concerns a student from the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. The
Student was accused of a series of offenses including: disobeying instructions; committing an act
of deception; fraud in submitting an academic paper; disobeying directives concerning a
homework assignment; behavior which is disrespectful towards students at the Interdisciplinary
Center and not appearing before the Disciplinary Authorities. The Student is accused of infracting
clauses 2(a) and/or 2(b) and/or 2(d) and/or 2(e) and/or 2(f) and/or 2(1) and/or 2(m) and/or 2(0) of
the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The Disciplinary
Regulations").

2. A hearing was held on May 10, 2016 with the participation of the Complainant Orly Shaked, the
accused student, a Student Union Representative, Ari Lev Tenenbaum, Acting Committee
Coordinator Ms. Michal Walters and the undersigned.

3. The facts of the case: in the framework of submitting an academic paper, suspicion arose that the
Student's work was copied. From an inquiry conducted by the teaching staff of the course it
became apparent that the accused student submitted the academic paper of his peer (hereinafter:
Student B), while placing his own name on it as though it was his work. Nevertheless, Student B
claimed to the teaching staff that he submitted his paper alone and he did not send it to the
accused student in any manner whatsoever and he did not give it to him even after the Student
asked him to do so (it is noteworthy that the students were permitted to submit their assignments
in pairs for the assignment under discussion in this case). Student B suspects that one of the times
he lent the Student his laptop, the accused student "took" the paper from his computer and used it
inappropriately.

4. During the inquiry conducted by the teaching staff with the students, in order to understand where
the truth lies, the accused Student denied the accusations against him and claimed that Student B
is the one who sent the paper to him by mail so that he could review it. But due to an innocent
mistake he submitted the work of Student B instead of his own work. Due to the conflicting
versions presented to the teaching staff, they decided to file a complaint against both students in
an attempt to discover the truth in the framework of the Disciplinary Committee.

5. It is noteworthy that all along the way, Student B claimed to the teaching staff and to the
Complainant that he had no part in the deception and that he was a victim of the Student's
misdeeds. In the end, in the framework of a hearing that was held before the Complainant,
Student B's version that there was no fault in his action was accepted and the decision was taken
to discontinue the disciplinary proceedings that were initiated against him.

6. Thus, disciplinary proceedings were initiated only against the accused student and he was
summoned to a hearing before the Complainant in order to allow him to present his version of the
events concerning the claims raised against him in the complaint letter. A meeting for this
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purpose was set immediately after the end of the 1% semester of 2015/16. However several hours
before the said meeting the Student contacted the Complainant by email and noted that he is on
his way abroad and thus he cannot meet at the time they set. There was no choice but to cancel
the meeting. It was agreed that the two would meet upon the accused student's return from
abroad. However, the Complainant revealed that during the period of exams the accused student
did not fly abroad but rather remained in Israel, came to campus and took his exams.

Discussion: At the beginning of the hearing in this case, the Student was given the right to speak
and immediately admitted to committing the offenses of which he was accused. The Student
admitted that the version of events which he told the teaching staff immediately at the beginning
of the inquiry as well as the versions that he told the Complainant were lies. According to the
Student, Student B did not send him the paper by email as he had claimed in the beginning but
rather he "took" the work from Student B from his laptop without his permission. After Student
B's work was in his possession the Student submitted it to the teaching staff without changing
anything (except the name) as though the work was his.

Moreover, the Student admitted before the tribunal that he lied when he claimed to the
Complainant that he was on his way abroad while there was no truth to it. He claimed that he had
lied to the Complainant because he was afraid of the disciplinary proceedings and he did so to
avoid meeting with her. The Student expressed his regret for all his actions and for not telling the
truth to all of the entities involved in this case. In addition, he expressed regret for the anguish he
caused Student B by dragging him into the disciplinary inquiry for not fault of his own.

In light of the Student's admission to committing the offenses of which he was accused I am
convicting him of infracting clause 2(b) (knowingly providing false information to the
Interdisciplinary Center), 2(d) (deceit or misrepresentation on a homework assignment), 2(l)
(behavior which disrespectful towards students at the Interdisciplinary Center) and 2(0) (non-
appearance or refusal to testify before the disciplinary authorities).

Arguments for Punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative argued that the Student is on his own in Israel and his entire family is abroad. The
Student came to Israel especially to study at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya with the hope
and ambition that at the end of his studies he will make Aliya. He also noted that the Student does
not work (he has a "Student Visa") and he is currently waiting to receive his work permit in order
to begin to work in Israel in parallel to his studies. The Student Union Representative added and
argued that should the Student be suspended from studies he will have to leave Israel and return
to his family abroad. This would in effect terminate the process of making Aliya and the Zionist
dream which the Student has expressed.

The Complainant on the other hand argued that though she realizes that the punishment of
suspension under the circumstances of this case can cause the Student to leave Israel, which might
affect the planned process of making Aliya and fulfilling his Zionist dream, the severity of
cheating and the grave circumstances as well as the Student's behavior afterwards both towards
Student B and the Interdisciplinary Center's authorities outweigh the Student's personal
circumstances. Thus, significant and deterrent punishment should be imposed on the Student.
Consequently she asked to impose on the Student expulsion from studies for eternity.

The decision of the proper punishment under the circumstances of this case: It is important
to note that this is a very unfortunate case. Indeed, the decision in this case has a direct and
significant effect on the Student's future in Israel and in general. The decision in the Student's
case necessitates a difficult decision between two important and essential values, one opposite the
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other. On the one hand is the essential interest of preserving the general ethics at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya while protecting the academic integrity and the good name it
has earned; guaranteeing fair and proper relations between the Interdisciplinary Center's
community members and respecting the Center's authorities and teaching staff. In contrast is a
young man who chose to leave his country of birth abroad, to leave his family and come on his
own to Israel especially to study at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, with the hope that at the
end of his studies he will complete the process of making Aliya.

It is noteworthy that the Interdisciplinary Center, with the means at its disposal, has set a goal to
assist in any possible way with the absorption of the students from abroad. Moreover, the
Interdisciplinary Center encourages students to make Aliya while greatly assisting with their
absorption and integration into the Israeli society even after the completion of their studies. As it
is well known, the Interdisciplinary Center is not only a leading and pioneering academic institute
in Israel but also holds a wide range of admirable Zionist activities. That is to say these are the
conflicting values which are at stake and there is no escaping the need to choose one interest over
the other.

As depicted in the facts of this case, this is a very extraordinary case as far as graveness is
concerned. To tell the truth, I have not yet come across anything like this case. We are dealing
with a Student how actually stole an academic paper from Student B, a peer in his studies, which
was saved on a laptop of Student B while deceiving him and abusing his good nature. If that is not
enough the Student illegitimately used the work which was not his and misrepresented the work
he submitted as his own work while he did not do any of it. In this manner the Student attempted
to deceive the teaching staff.

Moreover, for several weeks the Student presented to all those involved in the case (the teaching
staff, Student B and the Complainant) false versions regarding the circumstances of the case
while trying to create the impression that Student B is the one who gave him the paper by email
and submission of the copied work was the result of an innocent mistake.

With this behavior, the Student caused Student B to be dragged into a disciplinary inquiry when
there was suspicion that he copied or unfortunately sent his academic work to another student in
contrast to the study regulations (clause 8.a.) which can result in disqualification of the work. And
though the suspicion against Student B did not result in disciplinary proceedings, from reading
the material in this case it is clear that Student B suffered anguish when asked to refute the false
accusations against him and all this due to the wrongful behavior of the Student.

Not only that, the Student chose to callously lie to the Complainant while attempting to obstruct
the Disciplinary Authorities from performing their duties and prevent the disciplinary proceedings
that were initiated against him. The Student chose not to attend the meeting with the
Complainant, a meeting set in advance and he gave the excuse of an unexpected urgent flight
abroad. The Student deceived the Complainant such that while she innocently believed that the
Student was with his family abroad, she found out in retrospect that he was in Israel and was on
campus as usual.

When adding one thing to another a bleak picture, unflattering to say the least, emerges of his
problematic behavior and judgement. In light of the numerous offenses and the severity of the
offenses detailed above, while taking into special consideration the way in which the Student
behaved towards Student B, I believe that in the balance required between the two interests at
stake, it is against the Student.
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After much deliberation, and with a heavy heart, I came to the conclusion that the severity of the
offenses and their circumstances do not allow us to take the Student into considerable
consideration, such consideration whereby we would refrain from suspension and all that it
entails. I am well aware of the possible implications if suspension is imposed. Perhaps the Student
will leave Israel and not come back. Nonetheless, there is just as great importance in the
obligation to protect the community of students who study at the Interdisciplinary Center, to
ensure academic integrity and allow the Interdisciplinary Center authorities in general and the
disciplinary authorities in particular to perform the duty with which they have been entrusted. The
Student with prior thought and planning blatantly trampled each of the values that are at stake.

In light of the above, I came to the conclusion that there is no choice but to expel the student for
eternity. The punishment will take effect at the end of the academic year of 2015-2016.

The Student is entitled to appeal this decision before the Appeal Committee by virtue of clause
5.a. of the Disciplinary Regulations and he is entitled to submit a request for pardon from the
President of the Interdisciplinary Center by virtue of clause 6 of the Regulations.

This decision shall be published to the students.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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