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Disciplinary File No. 8/2022

Concerning Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
4.8.2022
7th of Av 5722

Decision

1. The student is studying towards his bachelor's degree at the International School
at Reichman University (hereinafter: "the Student"). Based on a complaint filed
by the lecturer, the Student was accused in a disciplinary complaint of cheating
and/or infracting the directives concerning a homework assignment in the course
(hereinafter: "the course"), in 2020/21, when the student was in his first year of

studies at the university and during the period of the global "corona crisis".

2. The complaint relates to the suspicion of copying on a major paper (final assignment)
in the course as a result of the suspicion that arose upon checking the papers, when
considerable similarity was revealed between the work of the student and the work of
another student. It should be stated immediately that from the moment of discovery,
the student confessed to the wrongful act and clarified that it was done without the
knowledge of the other student.® It should be emphasized that the course staff should
be commended for finding the similarities between the works and for discovering the

wrongdoing.

3. In light of the lecturer's complaint regarding the grave wrongful act, the honorable
complainant decided to accuse the student of violating sections 2(4) and/or 2(6) of
the wuniversity's disciplinary regulations (hereinafter: "the disciplinary

regulations").

4. The Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the protocol registrar, Ms. Francis

Laro; and the student himself, represented by his learned representative, Ms. Maya

! It should be noted that the student apologized first and foremost to the other student for the anguish he
caused her and that it was appropriate to forgive him.
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Nitzan were present at the hearing concerning the student's case, held before me on
Zoom (with the consent of everyone, due to the fact that the student is not currently in

Israel) on Thursday, August 4, 2022 (at 16:00).

. It should be noted that the student admitted to the facts of the complaint immediately
at the beginning of the hearing before me, as he did in writing prior to the hearing in
the framework of the response letter submitted on his behalf by Ms. Nitzan.
Subsequently, both in writing and orally, the student tried to explain (and not justify)
what he had done, taking full responsibility for the wrongfulness of his act and
stressing that he had apologized to both the lecturer and the student and that he was
ashamed of his act. Afterwards, both the representative and the complainant were
heard, with reference to the wrongful act itself, the student taking full responsibility,

the sincere remorse he expressed and his personal circumstances.

. On the one hand, copying on an academic paper violates the basic academic and
moral duty of every student to act with integrity and purity in the framework of
university studies. On the other hand, the student took full responsibility and

immediately confessed his guilt and this, too, has moral and ethical importance.

. In light of the student's admission to committing the grave prohibited act, both in
writing prior to the proceedings and orally in the proceedings itself, I decided to
convict him of cheating on a homework assignment in accordance with section

2(4) of the Disciplinary Regulations.

. In cases of conviction of disciplinary offenses where cheating is the basis, the
punishment required is that which suits the severity of the offense, must also deter
other students and ensure student integrity; all of this with due consideration of the
obligation to give due weight to the student's immediate confession of guilt, to his
sincere and double apology, to his personal circumstances and to other circumstances

presented to me by the two honorable women.

9. After weighing all the circumstances and the necessary balance between the

considerations and the severity, while taking into account the necessary weight for
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the severity of the act and the need for deterrence opposite the personal
circumstances of the student and the fact that he took full responsibility,
confessed to the wrongful act and apologized, I came to a decision to impose the
following punishment on the student:

1. Conditional punishment of expulsion for eternity for any disciplinary
offense that is based on an element of cheating and this for the entire
period of study that he still has at the university.

2. Postponement in receiving his degree for 4 months (120 days). The
postponement will take effect from the day upon which the student has
completed all of his/her academic requirements in full, and. is eligible to
receive certification of entitlement to his degree.

3. 20 hours of community service, which will be carried out under the
guidance and supervision of the Office of the Dean of Students within six
months of the beginning of the first semester of 2022-2023. The student
shall not receive certification of his entitlement to his degree and/or a
certificate attesting to the completion of his studies before completing this
quota of hours.*

10. This decision will be published without specifying the student's name or any

other identifying information.

P “@ .L

Dr. Assaf Porat

Disciplinary Office

’To complete the hours, the student must contact Ms. Lisa Sharon via email: lisa.sharon@idc.ac.il. It

is hereby clarified that no overlap will be allowed between the projects carried out by the scholarship
recipients and those imposed in the framework of a disciplinary offense.
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