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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 29/2008
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Respondent)
September 1, 2008
Decision

The Respondent is a student at the School of Psychology at The Interdisciplinary Center. The
Respondent has been accused of offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the
Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Code (hereinafter: The Disciplinary Code) for copying from
another student's exam book, without the other student's knowledge, during an exam in the course
"Statistics' ("'SPSS").

The honorable Complainant, Mr. Orly Shaked and the Respondent himself were heard during the
hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committee, on Sunday, the 31* of August, 2008, the 1* of Elul 5768. The Respondent admitted to
committing the offense and stated that it was a spontaneous act which was not planned in advance and
was the result of various hardships.

Before the hearing (both in the presence of the Lecturer and Instructor and in the presence of the
Complainant) as well as during the hearing itself the Respondent admitted to committing the offense
and he took full responsibility for the act of copying.

Consequently, based on his admission to the facts, the Respondent is declared guilty of offenses
under clauses 2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code of The Interdisciplinary Center;
offenses he committed as a freshman.

There is no doubt that copying on an exam is one of the most serious offenses which is dishonest, and
harms the integrity and the moral obligation demanded of each student at the Interdisciplinary Center.
Exams are the essence of university studies. Accordingly, copying on exams requires the most severe
punishment.

Hence, the rule under clause 3(b) of the Disciplinary Code (which relates to minimum punishment)
determines that any student who is brought before a disciplinary hearing for copying on an exam and
is found guilty must be actually suspended from studies at the Center for at least one semester. This is
the rule whereby not imposing actual suspension, but instead conditional suspension (which is
permitted under clause 3(d) of the Disciplinary Code) is the exception, which should be applied only
in exceptional cases.

After deliberation I believe that it is appropriate to apply the exception in this case, since the
Respondent immediately admitted to committing the offense (at the preliminary hearing), saving
precious time, took responsibility and expressed full regret and sorrow for committing the act. As
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stated the Respondent did so immediately, as soon as the accusation was brought to my attention, both
in the presence of the lecturer and the instructor and in the presence of the Complainant, during the
hearing before me.

As for this matter, during the hearing the honorable Complainant, who has vast experience with
disciplinary cases, stated that this case is exceptional in light of the immediate admission on the part
of the Respondent, which is irregular in disciplinary cases and thus she does not insist on his actual
suspension from studies.

I share the same opinion as the respectable Complainant. It is my understanding that taking
responsibility is of the highest value. As is known, the vision of the Interdisciplinary Center (as it
appears on the first page of the Yedion — Student Handbook — of the year 5768) relates to 'liberty and
responsibility'. Unfortunately, taking personal responsibility has become almost uncustomary in most
places in the State of Israel. There is no need to expand on this point.

Therefore, and in light of the importance of promoting the issue of taking responsibility I have
decided to somewhat reward the Respondent who has taken personal moral responsibility for his clear
immoral act — i.e. he admitted to the offense without giving any excuses and he clarified at the hearing
that he knew he would be suspended as a result of his admission of copying and he accepts the
punishment.

This is what has brought me to appease the punishment of suspension of the Respondent from studies
at the Center. Yet it is important to emphasize that the punishment of each Respondent is individual.
The person in charge of discipline examines the case of each Respondent separately and does not
determine his punishment only based on the essence of the offense he committed.

In light of the aforesaid I impose the following punishment on the Respondent:

1, Conditional Expulsion for Eternity — Expulsion from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center for
eternity, on condition for the entire period of his studies towards a bachelor's degree and the
condition relates to any dishonest offense (under clauses 2(b), 2(c), 2(d), 2(e) and 2(q) of the
Disciplinary Code).

2. Severe reprimand.

Disqualification of the course.

4. Thirty six (36) hours of service as part of the community service at the Interdisciplinary
Center, under the supervision of the Student Dean's Office. The Respondent shall not receive
certification of his entitlement to his degree until he has completed the said service.

(98]

I believe that the four punishments listed above appropriately balance between the severity of the
offense, the special circumstances of the case (immediate admission and taking responsibility) and the
interests of compensation and deterrence of the individual and the general student body.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.

Adv. Assaf Porat, In Charge of Discipline
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