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"The primary goal of child protection legislation is to identify children who
are currently being abused or neglected, or are in danger of becoming abused
or neglected, and to get them into a system that can provide protection and
assistance as quickly as possible."??
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"Child welfare as defined in the United States during the past thirty years is a
social construct that deliberately excludes larger, more pressing issues
affecting the well being of children... The narrow picture of child welfare
policy that is currently accepted primarily focuses on children harmed by their
own families and the apparatus and policies of state action that aim to find and
protect those children. However important the issue of children being harmed
by their parents, it is far from the most pressing issue in child welfare. Those
of us who care most about children need to develop strategies that broaden the
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lens of problems facing children so that states with the will to ameliorate or
avoid these problems can do so. Most important, this strategy must find a way
to maximize the chance that children will be raised by their own willing
families."9!
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Martin Guggenheim, Somebody's Children: Sustaining the Family's Place in Child Welfare 91
Policy, 113 HARV. L. REV. 1716, 1747-1748 (2000) (reviewing ELIZABETH BARTHOLET
NOBODY'S CHILDREN: ABUSE AND NEGLECT, FOSTER DRIFT, AND THE ADOPTION
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for Young Children: Review of Literature and Policy Implications, 6 Soc. ISSUES PoL'Y
REv. 1 (2012); KEVIN BROWNE, THE RISK OF HARM TO YOUNG CHILDREN IN
INSTITUTIONAL CARE (2009); Maria Manuela Calheiros, Margarida Vaz Garrido, Diniz
Lopes & Joana Nunes Patricio, Social Images of Residential Care: How Children, Youth
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"Though initiated with much input from NGOs, the CRC is a plan for change
coming from the United Nations and then ratified by appropriate national processes.
Once ratified the change problem then shifts to the organisations and people within
executive agencies, legislative bodies and courts at all levels of government. These
organisations and people are challenged to find ways of integrating the new values,
norms and behaviours delineated in the CRC into their organizational processes and
cultures. Unfortunately, these are things that people in bureaucracies often resist. In
addition, the CRC challenges parents, teachers and all child caretakers, indeed all
who interact with children, to relate to children in new ways. These bureaucracies
and people are both the targets of change and implementers of change who must
bring change about, but who are often threatened by such change and resist new
ways of doing things."
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GEERT CAPPELAERE, UNITED NATIONS GUIDELINES FOR THE PREVENTION OF :1X1 156
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY — RIYADH GUIDELINES 1 (Defence for Children International
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