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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

August 11, 2015

Disciplinary File 9/2015
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: the Student)

1.

Decision

The case under discussion involves a student of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
(hereinafter: "the Student™) against whom a complaint was filed which accuses her of
committing offenses and infracting sections 2(a), 2(c), 2(e) and 2(m) of the Disciplinary
Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: **The Disciplinary
Regulations"). The Student was accused of copying from a cheat sheet she had prepared
in advance which included material relevant to the exam.

On August 4, 2015 a hearing was held in reference to this case with the participation of
the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked the accused Student, a Representative of the
Student Union, Mr. Koren Olshevsky, acting Committee Coordinator, Ms. Ariella Rada
and the undersigned. During the hearing testimony testifying to the positive character of
the Student was heard from a member of the IDC faculty.

This was a closed book exam. The exam began at 16:00. As detailed on the Complaint
Form dated June 25, 2015, awhile after the exam began the Student asked one of the
Proctors for another exam booklet which she could use as a draft booklet. At about 16:35
the Proctor noticed that the Student was not using the extra exam booklet but instead was
glancing at it from time to time. This aroused the Proctor's suspicion and she approached
the Student and asked her to open the additional exam booklet. When she opened the
booklet there was a sheet in it containing material relevant to the exam. It should be noted

that the small sheet contained many details connected to the material of the exam. The
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sheet was written on both sides in small and crammed writing with topics and subtopics,
highlighted and marked. It was clear that time and thought was invested in preparing it.
On July 27, 2015 the Student met with the Complainant and admitted that she brought the
cheat sheet into the exam and used it. Also during the hearing the Student admitted to the
accusations against her and expressed her regret and she took responsibility for her
actions. In addition she explained that she had been under pressure and overloaded and
felt, in her words, "that there was no other way except to use the forbidden material (page
1 of the protocol).

In light of the above, and in light of the Student's admission that she used the cheat sheet
which she prepared in advance to cheat on the exam, | am convicting her of the offenses
of which she was accused as detailed in the beginning of this decision.

Arguments for punishment: The Student Union Representative claimed that if the
course which is the subject of this case will be disqualified there is a chance that the
Student's completion of her studies will be postponed for one year as this course is s a
semestrial course taught only during the second semester. This will have a direct effect on
her ability to enter the employment market. In addition, the Student claimed that she
admitted to committing the offense and took responsibility for her actions. It was also
argued and noted that this case involves a Student who is socially active and she has
invested her time and her energy for the sake of the IDC. In light of all of the above he
asked not to disqualify the course nor suspend her from studies and only to give
punishment of postponement of three months in bestowing certification of her entitlement
to her degree.

During the hearing testimony testifying to her positive character was given by an IDC
faculty member. During the testimony the faculty member noted that she had the
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the Student in the community service program
on campus. According to the faculty member the student is a very positive person who
invested time and effort for the good of the community service on campus and thus it is
appropriate that these activities be considered in her favor when determining the

punishment.

2'7%70 minn1an ™Inn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :oj7o | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n*7x1n 167 .1.n



200

Y

8.

10.

11.

12.

-
* TMINNITan
hirAah)

-

- e

The Complainant noted that the fact that the Student admitted to committing the offenses
should also be to her credit. As for the punishment she left the decision to the discretion of
the tribunal.

There is no need to go into detail about the severity of the offense. Harming the integrity
of exams is one of the most severe offenses in academics and it is our responsibility to
eradicate it from the roots. It was not enough that the Student prepared, in advance a sheet
with material to help her during the exam, but also during the exam she asked for an
additional exam book in order to hide the cheat sheet in it. The Student tried sophistically
and cunningly to deceive the team of proctors so that they would not see her cheat during
the exam. The Student tried to cause the proctors to fail and hurt their significant work
which is designated to guarantee that the integrity of exams is preserved.

This case involves an act of deceit and fraud which was intended to make it easier for the
Student and help her get a better grade not according to her skill and achievements, while
her peers respect the procedures concerning exams and take the exams without having
material to help them. We cannot accept such conduct. It is our duty to protect the
academic integrity of the Interdisciplinary Center of Herzliya. Therefore stern punishment
must be imposed on Students who cheat on exams and harm the integrity of the exams.
There is no doubt that this is a joint interest of the IDC as an academic institute and of the
students who enter its gates.

As for the Student's personal circumstances, indeed she is a student who has contributed
her time as stated in the character testimony. In addition we are well aware of the
implications on the academic and professional future of the Student if the course is
disqualified and she is suspended from studies. Nonetheless, the severity of the offense
and the way in which it was committed, with intent and advance planning with the goal of
cheating on the exam and deceiving the proctors do not allow punishment that is beyond
the letter of the law.

Taking responsibility for her actions also includes bearing the punishment. A student who
cheats on an exam needs to take into account that he is at risk of suspension from studies,
which will have a direct effect on his academic and professional future. A student who has

chosen to do so in any case, has no one to blame but himself.
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13. In light of the aforesaid, | have decided to impose the punishment suitable under the

circumstances of this case, as follows:

a. Disqualification of the course.
b. Suspension from studies for one semester, the first semester of the 2015/16

academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without naming the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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