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On Thursday, June 6th. 2024
Reichman University resolved to honor

BRIGADIER GENERAL ISRAEL SHOMER

Brig. Gen. Israel Shomer, a fighter and commander who lives up to his name — which means “protector of Israel” — has been actively engaged in the Iron Swords War from its very start.
A resident of Kibbutz Kfar Aza, Brig. Gen Shomer fought Hamas terrorists on his doorstep on October 7 before proceeding to the Lebanese border, where he commands the IDF’s 146th
Division in confronting the threat from Hezbollah.

Shomer was born in 1977 in Ashdod, where he was raised and educated. Upon his enlistment to the IDF in November 1995, he was assigned as a combat soldier in the 50th Battalion of the
Nahal Brigade, to which he would go on to dedicate many years of his military career. It was also there that he met his wife, Yifat. The two were married in 2005 and have three children —
Maayan, aged 15, and twins Gili and Omri, aged 12.

After completing the Infantry Commanders Course and Infantry Officers Course, Brig. Gen. Shomer began to ascend the ranks of the Nahal Brigade. Among his most notable positions
were serving as commander of the Combat Engineering and Demolitions Company (“Palchan”) during Operation Defensive Shield, as deputy battalion commander of the Nahal Brigade’s
special forces unit during the Second Lebanon War, and as battalion commander of the unit which, under his leadership, received the IDF Chief of Staff’s award for outstanding units. Later,
he assumed command of the Nahal Brigade’s training base.

Brig. Gen. Shomer holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Ashkelon Academic College (a branch of Bar Ilan University), an executive master’s degree in public policy from Tel
Aviv University, and a master’s degree in national security from the National Security College.

In 2014, Shomer was promoted to the rank of colonel and appointed as the commander of the Binyamin Regional Brigade. Later, he served as the General Staff’s officer of the Southern Command.
In August 2019, Shomer was appointed as commander of the Nahal Brigade, a position he held until the end of June 2021. Just three days after leaving the post, following the sudden
passing of his successor, Col. Sharon Asman, z’], Shomer returned to command the brigade for an additional two months. Subsequently, he was appointed as the head of the IDF General
Staff’s Operations Directorate. In September 2023, Shomer was promoted to the rank of Brigadier General and appointed commander of the 146th Division, also known as the “Mapatz”
Formation, a reserve division under the Northern Command. In May 2024, the IDF Chief of Staff appointed Shomer to head the Operations Division.

Since 2000, Israel Shomer has been living in Kibbutz Kfar Aza, his wife Yifat’s home kibbutz, where the two chose to build their family. On the morning of October 7, Brig. Gen. Shomer
was preparing to go for a run when the sirens and rocket barrages began. Spotting two paragliders approaching the kibbutz, he immediately directed his family members to shut themselves
in the safe room, with the terrorists just a few meters from their home. Armed only with a knife, Brig. Gen. Shomer engaged in battle with the terrorists, as members of the kibbutz tried
to summon reinforcements. Over the course of the day, as security forces gradually arrived at the kibbutz, Shomer joined them in the hours-long battle, mere meters from his home. It was
only around ten o’clock at night that he departed the kibbutz and headed north to take command of his division, just hours before the onset of the Hezbollah attacks.

His wife Yifat’s brother, Yuval Solomon, z’l, was murdered in the kibbutz on that horrific Shabbat. Throughout the ordeal, Yifat and the children hid for hours as the terrorists roamed
outside their house. It was only after nightfall that the Shomer family was rescued safely and evacuated to Kibbutz Shfayim, along with other members of Kibbutz Kfar Aza. Presently,

20 displaced families from the kibbutz are residing in Reichman University’s Ronson dormitories.

In recognition of his many years of dedication to the security of the State of Israel and its citizens; his exceptional bravery in defending the residents of Kibbutz Kfar Aza and the
surrounding area during the harrowing events of October 7; and in appreciation for his embodiment of the spirit of mobilization, determination, and sacrifice demonstrated by
the citizens of the State of Israel and its soldiers,

Brigadier General Israel Shomer is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

of Reichman University
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