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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 40/2006

In the Matter of Accused Student A — The Respondent
September 5, 2006

Decision

The Respondent is a freshman at the International School. A complaint has been filed
in accordance with clauses 2(d), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) claiming that the Respondent
submitted an op-ed that he was asked to write in the course Political Economy in the
Middle East which was copied word for word from an article written by Mr. Ephraim
Lavi published on the Tel Aviv Notes internet site. In her Complaint letter the
Lecturer noted that during the course the students were given explicit and detailed
instructions regarding citing references and the use of footnotes and she had warned
them several times about plagiarism, not to mention in the case in which the task is
based on the student's personal opinion. As stated, in this case the op-ed was copied
completely, word for word, from the same internet source.

The Complainant, the Respondent and a representative of the International School
appeared at the hearing held before me.

During the hearing the Respondent admitted de facto to the offense of which he has
been accused. Indeed he half-heartedly claimed that he had written an original text,
and supposedly gave it to a friend who works in the embassy of his country of origin
for linguistic editing, however he did not deny that the document which he received in
return was actually "rewriting" of an article by Ephraim Lavi, and that when he
submitted the paper to the Lecturer he knew very well that the entire paper had been
copied. The Respondent expressed regret for his actions.

In light of the aforesaid, I hereby convict the Respondent of deceiving on homework
according to clause 2(d) of the Disciplinary Code.

As for the punishment, documents and oral testimony were presented to me with
reference to very special mitigating circumstances which I believe justify bestowing
lenient punishment on the Respondent in this specific case.

Without going into unnecessary detail regarding the circumstances, in order to protect
the Respondents right to privacy it is hereby clarified that the Respondent received a
governmental grant in order to finance his studies at the Center and he was in the
midst of the process of receiving a student's visa. Concurrently changes have
transpired with reference to his family's status in his country of origin and at the
present the student is experiencing a very difficult economic situation as a result; even
though he will most likely receive the grant, the student will have to work at
opportune jobs and even then he will still be behind in his tuition payments to the
Center. Apparently the Respondent is still attempting to receive the student visa in
order to enable the continuation of his stay in Israel.

Therefore, it was first clarified to me, that interrupting the continuity of his studies at
the Center may prevent him from receiving the student visa and possibly cause his
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deportation from Israel. In addition the loss of the government grant will in practical
terms result in the termination of his studies at the Center because of the lack of
ability to pay his tuition.

As for the government grant, it should be noted, that the documents the Respondent
presented to us (very late, probably for bureaucratic reasons), which are official
documents from his country of origin, state that the Student may discontinue
receiving the grant for several reasons. One of the reasons noted in the documents is,
as stated (through paraphrasing) that the student's grant shall be canceled if he does
not successfully complete his first year at the University, or if he is found liable for
problematic behavior or he is not worthy of studies during the period of his grant.

All of the above mentioned show that under the special and extraordinary
circumstances of this case, suspension from studies for a limited period would most
likely cause the termination of the Respondent's studies at the Center. Under these
circumstances I believe that punishment of suspension for a set period, which I would
have imposed on the Respondent under ordinary circumstances for the offense he
committed, would result in a much more difficult outcome than is appropriate and I
must take this point under consideration. I would like to emphasize in reference to this
matter, that during the hearing even the Complainant noted that there are special
circumstances in this case which may justify a lenient decision.

In light of the aforesaid, and while emphasizing the special and extraordinary

circumstances of this case, and while taking under consideration the admission of the

Respondent and his expression of regret, I am imposing the following punishment on

him:

1. Disqualification of the course, Political Economy of the Middle East.
Conditional suspension for a period of two years where the condition is that the
Respondent shall not commit any dishonest offense. This condition shall remain
valid until the completion of the Respondent's studies at the Center.

3. 50 hours of Community Service in the framework of the Volunteer Service
which the Dean of Students supervises. The Respondent shall not receive his
degree until he has completed these hours.

In conclusion I would like to emphasize that my decision relates only to the
disciplinary aspect, and it does not include any decision or stand regarding academic,

financial or other matters connected to the Respondent's status at the Center.

The Secretariat shall publicize this decision without naming the Respondent.
Amnon Lehavi

In Charge of Discipline



