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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

June 8, 2015

Disciplinary File No 4/2015
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

This file concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: the Student)
against whom a disciplinary complaint was filed accusing him of committing disciplinary
offenses and infracting clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(i), and 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations). The Student was
accused of the following. Five minutes after the exam began in an academic course the Student
approached the proctors, gave them his exam sheet and asked to leave the classroom. The
proctors explained to the Student that he could not leave in the first 30 minutes of the exam.
The Student ignored the proctors' instructions and left the classroom. For this conduct the
Student is accused, inter alia, of disobeying instructions of the Interdisciplinary authorities and
their employees, infracting the instructions relating to exams, disturbing the orderly process of
instruction, as detailed in the regulations.

On May 14, 2015 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, Acting Committee Coordinator, Ariella
Rada and the undersigned. It should be noted that the Student chose not to be represented by a
lawyer and/or by a representative from the Student Union. An observer from the Student
Union was present during the hearing at the request of the tribunal and after consent was given
by the Student.

It is emphasized that during the first 30 minutes of the exam students are not permitted to leave
the room, not even to the restroom. It should also be emphasized that students arriving late to
the exam can enter the room within 20 minutes from the time the exam began. As stated, the
Student went to the exam in an academic course. After reviewing the exam and understanding
that he is not proficient in the material, he chose not to continue to take the exam. Therefore,
he approached the proctors, gave in his exam sheet to them and turned to leave the classroom.
This all occurred approximately 5 minutes after the exam began. Despite the requests of the
examiners asking the Student not to leave the classroom, the Student left the room while
completely ignoring the procedures and the requests of the examiners.

Already at the beginning of the hearing when asked to respond to the details of the complaint,
the Student noted that he is aware of the claims against him and he admits them. The Student
added and noted that indeed the proctors told him that according to procedures students are not
permitted to leave the exam room during the first 30 minutes of the exam. In response to the
question of the undersigned whether he was aware of the purpose of the instruction which is
the subject of this hearing — namely — ensuring the integrity of the exam and to avoid exposing
the material on the exam to students who arrive late to the exam — he answered yes.
Furthermore, in response to the question why in any case he decided to ignore procedures and
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the request of the proctors and left the classroom before the first 30 minutes had passed, he
answered that he decided not to stay in the exam room and chose to go to work.

Thus, in light of the Student's admission to the accusations against him, I am convicting him of
infracting clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(i) and 2(m) of the Regulations.

It is noteworthy, that as part of the disciplinary process and according to the demands of the
tribunal, each student against whom a complaint is filed is requested to respond in writing to
the claims against him. This request was presented to the accused student before the hearing
date for his case was set. In response to this demand the Student responded as follows in these
words: "my written response to the complaint is 'no response'. The disciplinary process is not
really of any interest to me, this is a stupid complaint, and | do not intend to waste time on it".
(Mail sent to the Complainant on Monday April 13, 2015).

Arguments for Punishment

6.

The Student noted that he did not have anything important that he wanted to say to the tribunal
and he had no special personal circumstances. The Student again argued that he cannot
understand why he was brought before the disciplinary hearing and in his opinion it is not only
a waste of his time but also of everyone who is present at the hearing. In his opinion there is no
reason to impart any punishment on him.

The Complainant noted that she deems the Student's conduct to be very grave. According to
the Complainant the fact that the Student recognizes the importance of the instruction which is
the subject of this case and understands that leaving the classroom before the first 30 minutes
has passed can harm the integrity of the exam, he chose to take matters in his own hand despite
this knowledge while ignoring the instructions and the proctors. Moreover, she noted that the
conduct of the Student after a complaint was filed against him and his refusal to respond in a
no-nonsense way to the claims against him constitute an expression of disrespect and disregard
toward to the Disciplinary Authorities. His conduct constitutes direct continuation of his
arrogant and disrespectful behavior during the exam. As for the question of punishment she
leaves it to the discretion of the Tribunal.

I will regretfully state that in light of his conduct as expressed during the exam the Student
crossed the line and such conduct cannot be tolerated. | will explain myself. The Student
consciously disobeyed the exam procedures intended to ensure the integrity of the exam.
Moreover, after the proctors called his attention to the fact and clarified that such conduct
affects the orderly process of the exam he chose to demonstratively ignore their request and
leave the room. It is unconceivable that a Student shall take matters into his own hands while
blatantly ignoring the legitimate and important request of one of the employees of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya, presented as part of the fulfilment of his/her duty, let alone
when the request is to ensure the integrity of the exam.

Undoubtedly, the proctors do their work devotionally in order to ensure that the exams are
justly and correctly administered for the good of the entire student population. The request of
the proctors was legitimate and essential since the Student already saw the exam while other
students who were late to the exam were still permitted to enter the classroom. The student
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blatantly disobeyed the instructions of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya which are intended
to maintain the integrity of the exams; he disturbed the orderly process of the exam and caused
the proctors to fail in doing their job.

It is notable that the Student's response to the Complainant's request to receive a response in
writing to the complaint ("my written response to the complaint is 'no response’. The
disciplinary process is not really of any interest to me, this is a stupid complaint, and | do not
intend to waste time on it") testifies to his disregard and arrogance towards the
Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Authorities. It is hereby clarified that it is the right of
the Student to manage his own defense as he deems fit. Nonetheless, the Student has
demonstrated audacity and disregard of the essential need of the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya to maintain the integrity of exams. Moreover, even during the hearing the Student
demonstrated presumptuousness towards the tribunal when claiming that the action taken
against him, including the hearing itself and summoning relevant entities is a waste of time.

To my regret, not only did the Student refuse to internalize the severity of his actions and the

wrongness of his conduct, he also found it just to complain about the mere fact, that the
Disciplinary Authorities at the Interdisciplinary Center dedicate time and resources to conduct
a disciplinary inquiry and thereby bother him with this matter. It is hereby emphasized that at
no point during the hearing did the Student take responsibility for his actions, express regret
even once he understood that he jeopardized the integrity of the exams and disturbed the
orderly and proper process of the exam while causing the team of proctors to fail at their job.

In summation, it is emphasized that we cannot accept such arrogant behavior. A student who
chooses to take matters into his own hands and disturb the process of the exam while ignoring
the instructions of the employees of the Interdisciplinary Center — whoever they may be —
while doing their job should be imparted punishment appropriate for the severity of his
actions. Therefore | have decided to impart the following punishment on the Student:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The punishment of suspension shall become
effective the first semester of the 2015-2016 academic year.

b. Ten hours of community service — under the supervision of the Dean of Student Affairs
Office. The Student shall not receive any certification or document testifying to
completion of his studies and entitlement to his degree until he has completed the
community service.

is decision shall be published without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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